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THE 

PREFACE. 

/jS often as I conpder how jnany 
Learnedy Serious^ and Good Meny, 
who, in the ordinary Courfe of their 
LiveSy appear not to be led in any. 
thing they do by Covetous or Ambi-^ 
tious Motivesy do yet Accept of P]iira*^ 
lity of Benefices with Cure of Soulsy I ^ 
am much at a Lofs to account for their ^ 
ConduEiin this P articular y which feems^ 
to be a Departure from Serioufnefs and^, 
Goodnefsy and which very little JLearnr- 
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iv The PREFACE. 

ing isy I thinky altogether fufficient to 
lb. " 



J am well aware how naturally Men 
are difpofed tg Believe what they Wip \ 
and to Perfuade Them/elves of the In- 
nocence of That in which they perceive 
ihe Sweets of any Temporal Pleafure 
or, Profit J eff^ciaUy if there h' No- 
thing in what tBey DOy that if either 
Surprifing, or Particular. 

Buty to do this too eafily ; to alkn» 
themf elves in a Pra^icey which, tho 
Commpn> bath in all Ages been \De- 
crydy without a thorough Searchy is to 
be Afraid, lefiy upon aflriSi Inquiry, 
tt/kould be found to be Not Innocent, 
which is not being Serious ; and iftfor 
want of this Inquiry, they deprive 
Others of their Right, it is mt being 
Good. 

Hey 
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They will fay, it may Sgy there is a 
Law, which permits them to Accept of 
Two Benefices with Cure of Souls ; 
and by ^ieting them in the Poffeffiony 
fuppofes them to hcvue a perfeB Title 
to what they Injoy^ 

But they flxuld confider, that, in 
framing Human Laws, the Prejudice, 
or Paffion, or even Humour of Inter-- 
ejied and Powerful Men is very often 
Indulgdy rather than Public Utility 
duly weighed ; that, occafionally, even ' 
Iniquity hath been ejiablijbed by Hu- 
man Lmos ; and that this may juflly 
be SufpeSled in the prefent Cafe, finc& 
the Voice o/"Reafon is againjl it. 

General Pradice, to be fure, hath 
Imboldend Many, who otherwife, no- 
turally, would not have been Adoen- 
turous. Andy Particularly, the Great 
Opinion they have had of Sovae who 
A3 have 
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kcn^ gom before them in this Tracky 
hath made them lefs doubtful to d& 
what, furely. Men fi high /* their 
^{leem vmdd rmjer ha^e permitted 
l^emfehes to hav^ done, if therein there , 
had been any thing which cduldnot well 
he Juftified. 

But, a Multitude is Cautioufly to 
hefolkmd. They may "Em. They are 
Apt to do fo. The Generality of Man-* 
hnd kan moref to what is Agreeable 
6r Ufeful fo them, than to what is De^ 
cent or jufi in their Purfuits. 'Aat 
they are a Multitude, will »d/ Warrant 
the doing III in Any One, They can 
only Leffen the Fear of III^ or Abate 
the Shame of it. And whatever Repu- 
tation for P'irtue or Piety Men may 
ht^e in the World, yet, fince Men Are 
mt always what they Appear to be, He^ 
mho would not mifplace his Efteeitij nor 
»pr h^ "Exsitcv^Q, fhould fiarm bis Opi-- 
.... ^ nion 
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The P R E F A C E. vn 

zixm of Men, by what he olferves they 
I>o, oftd not his C^imon of what is 
Done, by. the Great Charaders he hears 
•they bear, 

A^erforiy perhaps more Scrupulotn, 

yet accepting a Second Benefice^ will 

'Own the thing is Wroi^ ; yety confi- 

dering how it is CSrcumftanc'd, hof^ 

it is not wrong in Him, at leafl not 

Very wrong. Por, faith Ht^ ifldo 

not Accept tins Second Living now fi 

hndly offer dy Another, who hath One. 

already^ will. He cannot hanse better 

Di^fitions to do Good noith it. ■ It 

may be. He hath not Superior Merit. 

'J Accept it therefore. For^ fince An^ 

other will not have My Scruples, ■ the 

Injury will be the fame to my Poor Bro- 

'ther, as yet unprovided ofanyLrOing 

iU all, but only derived upon him k^ 

-Another Handz And If^Uhofoe only 

-declined M'Beneft to myfdf Moithout 

A 4 prO' 
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vni The PREFACE. 

procuring it for Hinty for whofe Sake 
I tioould never have Accepted it, if that 
^oint could have been Secured. Make 
^Pluralities with Cure of Souls Imprac- 
ticable by Law, and I will inflantly 
Refign it, 

Tiis Argument is fomewhat Plau- 
fible. I'he Man, if he be in eamejly 
is not izx from the Truth, But yet not 
True, ATrue Man, that is, a truly 
Confcientious Man, will fay, ifthe'Thing 
he wrong, I will not do it, let who will, 
Aivd, whether he be in eamefl or no, 
will beji be feen, if, having fojfefsd 
himfelf of a Second Benefice, he give 
the Profits of it to a Worthy Subftitute 
who hath none at all, 

There feems, then, to be a Fault in 
//6e Man, notwithjlanding his Argument. 
But by Us Argument I Learn, or think 
I Learn, there is a Fault alfo in the 

State. 
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State. There is fcarce^ I believe^ a 
Member of Either Houfe of Parlia- 
ment^ wboy in private Converjfatim^ bath 
not Condemned Pluralities : And^ya^ 
the Aft inahling to Purchafe Difpert- 
fation to bold Two Benefices with Cure 
of Souls is not Repealed. 

The Clergy Accepting Plurality are 
faulty^ to befure^ even whilfi the AB 
is Unrepcal'd. But fUll^ Icouldwijb^ 
that Reafonable Things might be done, 
by thofe^ at leafty who Jit in Judgment, 
That they would not continue to Invite 
Unwary Men to make Ufe of any Law 
in being to the Difgrace of their Order y 
andy afterwards^ Reproach them for 
Submitting to theTemptation. IfaBody 
of Clergy are thought Capable of being 
Serviceable to a Community^ it fhould^ 
furefyy be remembred, that they can no 
longer befo, than they Jhall maintain a 
CharaSier that Men will Reverence. 

Tie 
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^be Repealbg thA M will AffeB 
fwm who are already Poflefs*d of Plus- 
raUty of LAvings, It will only Difabk 
frwn Accepting them for the Future. If 
my, who have ^romifed themf elves a 
'Second Benefice^ will he Dif appointed, 
in their Views^ Others of as great Me- 
rtt, and moreModefly, will have better 
Hopes, The Refohiiion of the Legipi- 
iure being kfuwn, and the Reafon of it 
confiderdy may induce Sxivac who are 
^offejfed of Two Cures, to retain the 
mojfl Beneficial, and to make the Other 
Void: Or, what I Jhould Lihe much 
ietter,(whilfl Ecclejiaftical^referments 
are beflowd upon Men for Oihtr Merit, 
than Ecclefiaflical,) to give thelafire 
Revenue of it for the Duty to a Worthy 
•Friend, otherwife Friendlefs, during 
the Incumbent's Life. - 

^ • * . . 

- This, I doubt, mufl be enpeBed of 
Tfw, however reafonable /»=A|1, who 

.« • can 

I 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lie P RE ]?* A C:]£' xfc 

can afford to do it. But Mamr, itf^ay^ 
6e, who would not fo much as have De*-' 
fired a Second Livtngy if there had 
been a Law againfi ^luralitf^ yet^ 
having taken a Second^ as the Law pei^ 
mits, and havings afterwards^ Livd 
in a manner Hoipitable and Benefi- 
cent in proportion to their Income this 
inlarged^ will find a ReluEtance to fore" 
go the Power to dofofiill. ANume- . 
rous Family, /// Health, Occafionai 
Misfortunes, may make Any Draw* 
back from the ufual Revenue htconve- 
ment to Others. Marriages have been 
contra&ed byTluraliJls with tVomen of 
good Pa.mT\y, and Fonuncy upon^ro- 
pofals not difadvantageous to them, if 
the EJlate Continue to be what it was ; 
buty if any UnexpeEied Diminution of 
it he now Confented to, there will be a 
Difappointmenty if not an Injury to 
Thofe who would not have Accepted of 
an 
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an Offer of lefs Value than what thy 
cloid with* 

Be what is pafi^ then^ as the Tlu- 
ralifl Jhall Himfelf deftre. I am con- 
tented He Jhould injoy the Accejftons^ 
the Accumulations ofFcvuour which have 
happen d to him, he they what they willy 
not only UndiJlurFd^ but even Uncen- 
fured, Butf for my Brethren and 
Companions Sakes> (for as I have no 
Bjcclejiafiical Revenue My f elf fo nei- 
ther doJDefire any) and for the Pro- 
Iperity of the Chriflian Church in Tins 
Nation^ I could wifhy thaty for the fu- 
ture, Plurality of Benefices, and of 
Dignities, were reftraind by A£i of 
Parliament, 

The only Seeming Difficulty which a 
Bill brought into the Houfe of Lordsy 
for this *Purpofey will probably meet 
withy may be to induce their Lordjhips 

to 
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to recede from the frivikgi they ba'de 
to Ratify the Chaplains they re fain to 
Hold Plurality. But, I flatter My- 
felfy they will find no Diffculty to do 
thisy when they confider, that herein 
they will forego a Privateer a Public 
Advantage, And, with reffeB toJLi'O- 
ings in their Own Difpofal, will pre- 
vent all Sollicitation for a Second Be- 
nefice, which, it may be, 'they are al- 
ready not Inclined to Give ; and yet, 
in many Cafes, know not bow to Refufe. 
But, were it Otherwife, I willfuppcje 
with the Learned and Pious Dr. Pri- 
deaux (tf ), " Ibat ^erfms of their 
** Lordjbips Tiety, Honour, and jfu- 
** ftice, will not defire to retain That, 
" as a Privilege, which tends fo much 
" to the Difbonour of God, the Decay 
** of Religion, and the Prejudice of the 
" Souls of Men. As the Prerogative 

(*) Preface to t!te Biltpreparesl to have been Offer'd 
CO Parliament 1691. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



xiv The P R E F A C E. 

** ofPrinceSifi the Privileges of Suh* 
** jeSisare^orJbouldbe^ eflablijy d only 
** for jufi and good Ends ; and there- 
" ft>reii whenfoever they begin tQ Ope- 
*' rate otherwife, they lofe the very 
" Reafon of their Being; andy in the 
" Juftice of the thing, are Aholifh'd 
*' of Cmrfe. For, it is a true Sayings 
*' which the Civilians often quote from 
«• TuUy, Privileges againft the Law 
** of Nature, or Public Utility, arc 
" no more Privileges than Tyranny is 
** Law. We are told {b) that the Nairi 
•' fl/" Malabar, who are the Nobles of 
•' that Country, have a Privilege there, 
to Ullfuch of the Lower Sort of tht 
People among them where-ever they 
meet them, Were there fuch a ^ri- 
<« vilege here, would any of their Lord- 
" Jhips dejire to keep it? And yet, if 
** this Privilege of Qualifying for 
*' Pluralities^ tends to the Murdering 

{h) IhevenofsTxKvAs. 

« the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cc 

CC 



The PREFACE. xv 

^* fk Souls of the Peopky it is mt much 
^"^U^orfef And therefore^ when this 
** Matter comes fully to he confider'd^ 
** and all the Mifchiefs fhmng from 
" // fhall le examiiid and laid open^ 
^* / doubt not. but thofe mofl Nobk 
^' and Honourable Perfons will be fb 
" far from defring to retain this as a 
" Privilege^ that they will think No 

" Privilege fo proper for them to mah 
^^ ufeof in this Cafe] as That which 
^* they have in the Legiflature of the 

" Ki»gdofn, of giving their Fote for a 
" Law to take it away: which I hope 
^ willfome time or other lie Done^ tho 
^ J live not to See it** 

In this Second Edition, it is thought 
proper to fubjoin the Copy ofthefol- 
lomng Letter, to the fuppofed Author 
of this Book: With the fuppofed Aa*^ 
fhors Anfwer thereto^ 

The 
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T^e .Pluralifl^ s Anfmer to Pluralities. 
Indefensible, in an Anonymous Leis- 
ter (without a Date) fent to theSup^ 
pofed Author of That Treatife. 

u '"TpHE Rdvcfcnd A. B. hath lately 
^^ X Publifli'd a 21&/;5^ underthcTitfc 
" of Pluralities Indefenfiblc. X5. isRcdoi 
^^ of iJ. m i\r. It is now above lo Years 
^^ fincc he refidcd at ^. And, I believe, he 
^ will not fayy thai he has , pcrform'd any 
'^ One part ~pf his Minifterial Office ther;S 
^ within thcfe' io Ycirs laft paft. It is^hot 
" ' mat^rial,^ at.prcfcnt, ta examine the Afgil- 
^^ ments t^ which he endeavours to prove 
^ Pluralities Indefenfible. The Redory of 
" Ay.iiaBcneficTcwithXI^ureof SoQls. ^.5. 
^^ is defired tfe.Anfwer this OneQjieftioi* 
" upon his 6 wnc Principles: How canHci 
** reconcile it to his Own Confcience to 
'* take upon him fo folemn a Charge as the 
^* Cure of S'ouis, and then Wholly to Ne- 
*^ glc£t it? Who; he has wrote a pive-ShiU 
" ling Piece to |iiftify his Own Pradice \>ith:- 
*^ fefpcd XoNou'Tejidence^ it may be ibon-^ 

enough to Exaininc what he has faid againft 

Flufaliti^sr ^ 
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Th^ SupposM Author's Anfwer to 
the Letter. 

"THE Jkppofed Author Admits, that he is 
^ Titukrfy the ReSioT ofS. in N. and that 
for thefe 20 Tears lafi paji he hath rarely 
prfornid any "Part tfhis Miniftertal Office 
there. But^ he 'Denies^ that, having taken 
vpm himfo foUmn a Charge as the Cure of 
Souls, be hath Wholly, or in Any reJpeSi 
wha$foeveTy Negleiied it : And thus recon- 
ciles his Not rcfiding upon it to his Con- 
fcience upon his Own ^Principles, allowing 
the Suppofed Author's and the Author's 
principles tfi ie the fame. 

He fays, then. That, If the Re£ior of S. 
kath rarely perfornid Any Part of his Mi- 
nifterial Office there fince Lady Day 1 724^ 
neither hath he Appropriated to his Own 
Vfe» within that time. One Farthing of the 
Revenue thenee arifing. That, from the 
time he hath taken to his Own Ufe thg 
Profits of any Other Preferment, his feve- 
fal Curates, if they have had no Other 
Income, have injo/d the Int ire Profits of 
This } and, if they have had any Other, 
what fhare of the Profits of This they have 
not injofdi hath been fit apart for fuch 
'Pious and Chfirilahle Ufesas they hava 

Di- 
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^ire&edy or Approved. Thatj the Three 
Curates he hathy within this timCj Juccef- 
Jively Appointed to this Cure of SoulSy have 
Jo conftantly Rejided upon 'their Cure, and 
Jo well performed every part of their Mini-^ 
Jierial Office there , that it is not pojjible-for 
anyKtOioi to perform it better 5 mry conji- 
dering their Obligation to read Prayers 
every T>ay in the tVeek, and to explain the 
Catechijmy or one or other of the .Offices^ 
every Sunday in the Afternoon throughout 
the Tear y for any Pluralift in the Kingdom 
to perform it fo well. That there is not 
One ofthefe Curates y whoy in point ofPartSy 
and Learnings and Piety y and Prudence^ 
and ftriB Honour^ doth not deferve Any 
Dignity in the Church ^^ not yet pinpoint of 
Abjiinence and Love of Retirement, ^e^er 
likely to be Other than a Private Clergyman^ 
And that the Tttular Reiior hath always 
been willing to Rejtgn this^ Cure of Souls to 
Each of his Former Curates Juccejf/ivelyy ax 
he is, to-morrow, to his Ptefcnt Curate, ^ 
the Patron of it will Confirm him in it^ 
Otherwife, He eafily reconciles it tti his 
Confcience, Jmce he hath no Otb.r Spirituai 
Preferment, to be the Patron of it Him^ 
felf, during his Life, tafuch Clerical Men 
as are of great Value, of no Party, and 
whofe Merit in this wicked, filly, felfijh Age 
is not likely to be at all regarded. And what 

is 
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is hire faid is Jo truey that be Tiefies anjn 
Per fen Limng taTiif^rovethe Leafi Tittle 
of it. 

But, fufpafe there had not keen One Tittle 
of it True 5 yet the Arguments again^ Ph- 
ralities. might Jiill he Good. The ReSiory 
{fuppofing Him the Author )^ might have 
Af^» Frail, and yet his Proofs Irrefragable. 
Oty he mighty inJome!Part of his Life^have 
Thought ^ith the Tluralifts themfetvet^ 
and yet have retreated from his Own Opi^ 
nionSy and, finding Himfelf to have erfd^ 
have thmght it his ^uty ta Undecerve 
Others. Allowing^ then^ that the Jup- 
fofed Author would not be found to hofue 
jujtijied his own Pra£fice with refpeSi to 
NGftrcfidcnGc, after he pouldhave written a 
Five-ShilltngPiecefor this Prnpofe^ it would 
not therefore befoon enough for the Letter^ 
writ^ to Examine what the Author hath 
faid againfi Pluralities. For^ if what He 
hath faid againfi Pluralities, proves that 
they are not Agreeable to the Intention of 
Founders in their Endowments^ nor Con- 
venient to the Church J the fooner what he 
hath faid pall be examin% the better : for^ 
the fooner Men will know y what they may 
Innocently, or Not innocently injoy. 

In the mean ttme^ the Anonymous Letter- 
writer is defired to Anfwer This One Slue- 
Jfion. Whether y if Ltjls fiould be taken of 

thofe. 



Digitized 



by Google 



thofey who have become Piuralifls^ fince the 
Publication of the Thing under the Title of 
Pluralities indcfcnfible, with an Intent to 
Print and "Dijperfe the fame, thefaid Plu- 
ralifts could juftly be "Difpleafed? There 
are Many Reafonsfor doing thisi Two, more 
tfheciatlj: i. Becaufe the Serious Tart of 
the Clerical Order think the Sacred Cha- 
ra£fer is much Hurt, and the Succefs of 
their Own Labours greatly hinder* d by the 
dbjiinacy of their Tluraltjl Brethren, in a 
Pradice, which ^ fince they cannot defend it, 
they are fuppQsd to be convinced, ts wrong. 
Thefe Serious Clergy are Interejled that 
fifcb Lifts fbould from time to time be made 
public, to the end that, whiljl their Names 
fbould not be found therein^ they might have 
the Comfort to Hope their Reputation and 
Influence were flill fubfifting. i. Becaufe, 
as often as any A6i againft Pluralities hath 
been prepared to be offered to, or hath been 
depending in. Parliament, it hath been made 
an Argument for the Not Bringing it into 
the Houfe, or Not Paffing it there, that fuch 
^nA£l would difcour age Learning : IVhereas 
if Lifts ofPluralifts were publifh'd annually, 
it would then appear, that it would Not: 
difcourage Learning. 
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PLURALITIES 

Indefenfible. 



IN the year 1691, t>r. Humphrey 
Prideaux, Dean of Noruokhy 
Publifh'd a Treatife with this Title : 
" 7%e Original and Right of Tithes 
" for the Maintenance of the Miniflry 
*' in a Chriflian Churchy truly Stated:* 

To this Treatife is annex'd the 
Draught of a Bill prepared to have 
been ofFer'd to the Parliament, in 

B the 
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I the Reign of K. William and Q^Mary^ 
\ for ^^ Ileftrainijtg of ^hn^lities of 

Bemfas with Cure of Smls, with 

J^ea^ hr the faid Bill. 

In the year 1692, there came out 
a Treatife, intended, as it iliould 
feem, to be an Anfnsoer to the Rear 
/w for the Bill, calFd, «< A Uefenc e 
" of ^luralitiesy or^ Holding two Be* 
" nefces with Cure of Souls, as now 
" praSiis din the Church ofEmland** 

The fuppos^ d hMXhas of this Trea- 
tife ( for his Name is not to it ) was 
reckoned a Perfbn of prodigious ^a^r/i 
and Learning, and much Interefied 
in the Difpute. If, therefore, what is 
Undertaken by Him to be Defended^ 
, fhall not appear to be So, it may 
fairly bePrefum'd it is not defenfible; 
and, confequently, that a Bill for the 
reftraining of Pluralities of Benefices 

with 
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with Cure qf Souls, is ftill Reafon- 

The Defender fays, {a) ** That the 
" Enemies ofPluralities proceed upon 
** Thefe Heads," p. e. upon one or 
other of them,] " Either, that toHolcf 
" more Benefices than One with Cure 
*• of Soufe^ is Jure Divino Unlawful; 
" Or, that it is contrary to the Firfl 
^ Dejign of Parochial Indowmcnts j 
** Or, thai: it is highly Inconvenient 
*• to the Church : and that againft 
" Thefe he fhall Aflert, and, in Or- 
** der, Prove thefe Three Propofi- 
** tions; 

•^ r. That Plurality of Benefices 
" with Cure of Souls is not Jure Di- 
" vino Unlawfiil." 

{a) Defence of Pluralities, p. 15. 

B 2 "2. That 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4 Pluralities Indefenjible, 

" 2. That it is not contrary to 
" the Firji Defign of Parochial In- 
** -dowments*" 

*' 3. That it is not Inconvenient 
« to the Church." 

Now, I own myfelf to be of the> 
Number of thofe who difapprove of * 
Pluralities : But, in my Argument^ 
againft them, I fhall proceed in fbme- 
what a different Method. I fliall in-' 
quire, 

1. Whether Plurahty of Benefices 
with Cure of Souls be not contrary to 
the Firft Defign of Parochial Indow- 
ments. 

2. Whether it be not Inconvenient 
to the Church, tt \^ i\.. 
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- And, if I fliall be able to maintain 
rfiefe two Points, in the Affirmative, 
againft the Defender, I fhall fiippoie 
an Inquiry, Whether there be any 
Exfrefs Law of God againft Plurali- 
tks, to be wholly Unneceffary. For, 
if Plurality ,of Benefices with Cure 
of Souls be Contrary to the Original 
Defign of Patrons in their Parochial 
Indowments, and be alfo Inconvenient 
to the Churcli, it will bp a very 
Naughty Thing, altho' there fhould 
not be found any Expreff J-aw of 
God againft it. 

By Plurality of Benefices with Cure^ 
of Souls, I underftand the Defender 
to mean, as he himfelf in his Title- 
page hath explained his Meaning to 
be, The Holding Two Benefaes with 
Cure of Souls as now praxis d in the 
Church of England, And, by the 
- -. .. B 3 Pradice 
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Pradice of die Church of England^ I 
underftand, The Holding Two Bcne- 
jpces widi Cure of Souls, of any ValuSy 
within any Diftance from eadi odicr, 
not exceeding Thirty computed Miles, 
whether in x}a&fame Diocefe or a dif* 
ferenty by One Prieft, lupplying his 
Second Cure in Per/on if Near, by a 
Curate if Remote, and Intitling Him- 
felf to the Revenue of Both, 

Firfiy then, I fhall Inquire, Whe-- 
ther Plurality, or the Holding 'fwa 
Benefices with Cure of Souls, as now 
pradis'd in the Church of Englandy 
be not Contrary to the Firfl Defign 
c^ Parochial Indowmeixts. 

The Defender of Pluralities, ia or- 
der to fhew, that the Holding 2W 
Benefices with Cure of Souls, as now 
pradis'd in the Church of England, 
is not Contrary to the pirfi Defign o£ 

Paro- 
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Parochial Indowments, Propofes, [a) 
" To ^ve a particular Account of 
" die Inftitutim and Indowment of 
" Parochial Churches in Emland. as 
" he finds it fet forth in the Ancient 
** Hiftories, and Monuments of Our 
" Nation, yet extant ; and in the 
" Ancient Capitulars of the Church 
** and Kings of France ; it being cer- 
^ tain That Our Church was form'd 
** after the Example and Model of 
" the Gallican Church, the greater 
" part of the Canons and Conjiitttr- 
** tiom of Our Church made before 
** the Norman Conqueft having been 
^* taken out of the French Capitu- 
^< lans." 

In die Profecution of what He 
Propofes, He difinifles the Confider- 
ation " of What was done in This 
** Matter in the Ancient Britijb 

WP.63, : 

B 4 " Church, 
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8 Pluralities Indefenfible, 

*' Church, as a thing not eafy for 

** him to Determine, thro' Diftance 

*' of Ijmey and Want oi Records {a}'* 
And proceeds ** to give- a more cer- 

** tain Account of the Inftitution 

** and Indowment of Pariihes in 

" die Ancient Safcon or Englijb 

^' Church {b)r 

The Account^ which He Invites us 
to depend upon, as Certain, begins 
from the Acceflion of Aujiin to This 
Ifland. From hence, therefore, Our 
Inquiry muft begin. And, I promife 
myfelf, that a View of the State of 
the Chriftian Church in This Ifland 
from This Period, to the Time of 
the Inftitution and Indowment of 
Parochial Churches, will give us a 
dear and certain Knowledge of the 
Dejign of Patrons in their Parochial 
Indowments. And, that Thralijis 

^ WP.64, WP.70, 

, * > ' jnay 
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Pluralities Indefenfible, ^ 

may not difpute the Truth of theRe- 
prefentation, it £hall he made from 
what the Defender Himfelf hath de- 
liver'd in his Defence of Pluralities, 
and, in eveiy material point, in his 
Own Words. 

The Account is as follows. 

** Auftin^ attended with feveral 
^' Infoior Clergy, came into E^land 
*' to Preach the Golpel {a)y in the 
" Time o{^<iSapcm Heptarchy [by 

\ « Ethelhert King oiKent " (hav- 
ing, I fuppofe, been Converted by 
him,) incourag'd his Defign ; " gave 
" to him ample Pofleflions for the 
" Mai^mame. of Himfelf and his 
" Clergy; a Church was built for 
^ Him at Canterbury^ in which he 
*' might fix his Chair ; and Houfes 

{a) P. 70. (i) P. 76. 

> V « ap- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i© Pluralities IfidefenftUe. 

•* appointed, wherein Himfelf and 
" Clergy might dwell inCommon(<i).'* 
Aufiin is their Bifliop. He Pre- 
fides over This Colledion of Priefts, 
They are Subjed to His Direction, in 
what Manner^ at what Ttmes^ in what 
Farts of Etbelbert\ Kingdom they 
fhall propagate the Chriftian Faith. 
Etbelhert\ Kingdom is the Diocefe of 
Aufiin, 

<* In this manner, Cathedral 
" Churches were Founded and In- 
" dow'd, by the Other Saxm Kings, 
« for the general Good of the fevcral 
" Diocefesy that is, of Heir feveral 
" Kingdoms, For, in the firft Foun- 
" dation of Bifinpricks among the 
« Saxonsy the Diocefes had the fame 
** Limits with tlie Kingdoms, and fo 
" continue, at this Day, as many of 

{a) P. 70. 

* them 
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<< them as have not jet been i/;^ 
*' divideii {ay* 

The Indowmeta of the Church la 
the i&rft Ages of k, was General, 
Whatever was ^v«i by the Pious 
Convert fy within Each Biihop's Dio- 
cefe, was the Indowment, not of ^j 
particular ^art of the Diocefe, but 
of the Diocefe (h). This Indowment 
was not given '/jS^/ at encey but at dif- 
ferent times; nor was made up of O;^^ 
kind of Beneficence, but Divers. At 
lei^di it confifted of Landsy Titbesy 
and Oblations. The Lands were given 
in Fiee and irrevocable Tenure, 
widiout Claim of Service, or Referve 
of Rent (c). The Titbesy paid, at 
firft, asdueof JDMWK^Right, [d) were, 
albrwaids, conlirm^d bj Legifafive 
Auchoricy. Ih&OBlatums were made 

(«) P. 76. (*) P. 59. (f) P. 82. (^ p. 81. 
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by the Faithful at; the Times of Di- 
vine Service, and, being Colleded by 
the Itinerant 'Priejisy were by Them 
carried home to the Ecclefiaftical 
Cbefty and became a Part of the 
Common Ireafure of the Diocefe, to- 
gether with the Rents of the Lands, 

and Value of the Tithes, 

.' > . . . ' 

; " Of this General Indowment, the 
^' Defender fays, The Firfi Defign 
" was, That a Competent Number 
" of Clergy might be maintaih'd, 
** who, under the Bifhop fhould fiip- 
** ply the Service of the whole Diocefe 
'' in Sacred Matters j and, that^Iu- 
" ra/ity is not Contrary, to This Firfi 
" . Pefign ; for, notwithftanding the 
*' PermiJ/ton of Pluralrtiies, a Compe< 
** tent Number of Cier^, to fopply 
V" the Service of the Diocefe. in Sacred 
** Matters, is maintain'd out of the 
" Revenue of the Chiirch [a)'* 
J^)P-59. But, 

s 
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Pluralities , Irukfenfible, 1 3 

But, be It true, " that the Firfi 
" Defign of this Genera/ Indowment 
« was, That a Competent Number 
« of Cler^ might be maintained, 
** who, under the Bifliop,'fhould iup- 
** ply the Service of the Diocefe in 
«* . Sacred Matters," whilft the Diccefi 
fliould continue in its^r^if State ; 
yet, This is a different Thing from 
what the Defender Aflerted, and un- 
dertook to Prove. For, what he 
dlerted, and undertook* to prove, was. 
That Plurality of Benefices with Cure 
of Souls was riot contrary to the Firfl 
Defign of Parochial Indow- 
ments. We muft wait, then, till the 
Diocefe be Divided into 'Pari/hes^ 
before we can fee. What was the De- 
Jign of Patrons in their Parochial 
Indowments, and, ; Whether Plurality 
of Benefices with Cure of Souls be, or 
be not, contrary to Hhat Defign. 

In 
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14 FLimAUTi£s Indefenfibte. 

In tiie mean tim^ The Indowmcnt 
of the Church was General, The 
whc^ Ecclefiaftkal Revenue was 
Vcfted in the Biftiop of die Diocefe. 
He therewith Maintain dl^taSM an^ 
}m BmiiQIiries ; Repair d the Edifice^ 
ef the Church, and I^dkin^ns of 
i£miBf and his Cle^; Re^eved 
the Poor ;. and Entertain d die 
Strang!^. 

The &xcreai(e o£Con;7erts:occa!^n*(l 
the Ecedion of d/i&er ChurcE^) as 
Weir widiia theCity^ as in Hac^ more" 
lenaote from tdie CatbethaL 

Thefe eacfy ereAed Churches, wfee- 
^er within, die City, or in die Coun^ 
\SEfy had as yet no difiinB Congreg^^ 
tions belonging to them, " nor 
*^ were made Parochiaif pr<^cidy fo 
" called {a)y '* nor had any Separate 
{a) p. 74. Endow- 

s 
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Endowments ^ttled upon them, <' but 

^ fer?*<l only to receive as many of 

*• the Converts, from whatever Di- 

*^ ilanoe, as were pkas'd to frequent 

** then^ for the Benefit df the Holy 

<-< Offices and Sacraments from tSat 

** JIands of the Itimrcmt Trieftt^ 

" without being oblig'd to go to the 

" Cathedral Church," too crowded, 

or too remote " and were no oth» 

" than Auxiliary Churches or Cha« 

" pels of Eafe to the Mother or Ca- 

" thedral Church (a)." For there 

" were as yet no Other than Itine- 

" rant Preachers, ot Priefts, lent by 

" die Bifhop from the Cathedral 

<« Church, at certain tim^ to Cde- 

<' brate and Preach in the Swal 

" Churches <rf" fiKh a VmSosani 

** which being done, they retum'4 

*' to the Bifhop, who fent Others 

" ^ain to perform th« tews Dtity 

** whea 
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** when Himfelf thought coiivenieftt 
*' This was the conftant . received 
" Difcipline of the Englijb Church 
^' about the year 664 {a). So that, 
" dt that time, there were no other 
^« than Pluralift Clergy, (faith the 
•* Defender) if they may htfo calTdy 
" who had not the Care of any 
«* Particular Parifh or Parifhes com- 
*' mitted to them ; but Executed their 
« Office in 2^/j, or that^ or All the 
" Churches of the Diocefe, as the 
« Bifhop fhould dired them {b):\ 

But, I take Leave to Obfervei they 
cannot proper ly be So call'd. Not 
thofe, who have Not the Care of 
Particular Parifhes committed to 
them, but thofe only who Have, can 
properly be fo call'd. 

■ That Particular Priefts were not 
appointed to the Care of T articular 

i") P- 73. (*) P- 74- P*' 
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Pluralities Indefenfihh. 1 7 

Parillies, when, as yet, tho' there were 
Ghirchesy there Were lio 1*arijbes ; 
Or, to the Care of Particular 
Churches, whilft, as yet, there were 
no Particular JndcrwrmnU for the 
Maintenance of die Priefts who 
fhould thereat Refidc, will not, then, 
be an Argument in Defence of Plu- 
rality, whenever there jhall be Di- 
fiin£i Parifhes, and the Churches 
thereto belonging Indowd with Main- 
tenance for Refident Priefts. The 
Thing, at that time, could not be 
otherwife than it was. Men that were 
Itinerant could not be Refident, If 
they could, at |hat time, have been 
Refident with fufEcient Maintenance^ 
they would not have been Itinerant. 
And, accordingly, the Reader will 
£nd, they will ceafe to be Itinerant^ 
^ loon as a Maintenance for Refi- 
dmce fliall be provided for them. 

C Neither 
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Neidier is it Plurality of Duiyy 
that fo properly conftitates a ^Pluro" 
lift, as Plurality of Revenue, Now, 
no Greater Temporal Emolument ap- 
pears to have accru'd to the Travel- 
ing Priefts for Exercifing their Fun- 
dion in feveral Different Churches. 
The Charges of Itinerancy were di{^ 
counted out of the Revenues they 
carried home to their .College. Wher^ 
fince they Liv'cJ in Common with 
Other Priefts, it may be prelum'd. 
^ai Maintenance was thejame. Their 
-Charity to the Poor, dieir Hofpitaliiy 
to the Stranger, tliQ Repairs of the 
Cathedral^ and of their Manfes^ went 
out of the Common Treafure of the 
Diocefe. They had no Families. Seem- 
ingly there could be fio Occafion for 
a larger Maintenance to Some than 
to Others ; and, if the Biflu^ had 
given more to fome Prefbyters, than 

to 
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to Others, on account oi ^tir Greater 
ff^drtby it niight have created Etwy 
to them in Thofe, who could not 
have difcem'd it. I (lippofe, there- 
fore, contrary to the Author of the 
Defence, that, in the firft general 
Indowment of the Church, the Sti- 
pends of the Prefbyters, whilft they 
Bv'd in a Collegiate Manner, were 
Equal J and probably, firice the firft 
Preachers were a SeleA Company for 
the Purpofe of Planting Chriftianity 
in this Part of the World, their Me- 
rit might be fo too. ' 

Mdierto, the iS>^j;^^of the Chriftian 
Church appears to be precifcly Tms. 

Each Diocefe is a certain Tra<ft of 
Country to be Converted to the Chri- 
ftian Faith. T reaching^ the Way 
by which this Converfion is to be 
wrought. Of the Preachers,. One is 
C 2 Supe^ 
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Superior to ^rejide^ and to Dired ; 
the Reft Inferior.^ to Submit to Or- 
ders, and to Obferve Rules. The 
Former is called a BiJhop\ the Latttr, 
his Clergy. With refped to Preach- 
ings and the Holy Offices^ the Diocefe 
is the Extent of his Minijiration ; 
with regard to Ecclefiaftical Laws 
and DifcipHne^ of his JurifdiEiion. 
The Firft Church eredled within the 
Diocefe, is the Cathedral. The City, 
wherein it is built, the Epifcopal See, 
The Bifhop and his Clergy Refiding 
together, are the College. Whilft Ht 
preaches at the Cathedral^ they are 
fent out to Preach in all Other Parts 
of the Diocefe, by his Appointment. 
Certain Rooms are occafionally built 
to proted the Travelling Preacher 
and his Audience from the Weather. 
They are built with the Offerings of 
the Faithful. They are call'd Churches. 
They are not yet Indvwd, They 

are 
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are not yet made Parochial.* The 
Refort to them is not of Perfons in- 
habiting within prefcrWd Limits, but 
of any who have a Mind to frequent 
diem. The Preacher, who hath Of- 
ficiated in This Church To-day, will 
do the fame To-morrow in Another. 
It is uncertain when he will be here 
again. . He is an Emijfary from the 
College of Priefts. He is an Iti- 
nerant Preacher. When he hath 
Preached at the feveral Places which 
he had in his Charge, He returns to 
his College. 



"&- 



This being the State of the Chri- 
ftian Church, in this Part of the 
World, Before the Inftitution of Pa- 
riflies and Parochial Indowments, I 
fhall now Inquire, Why the People 
of this Land could not b^ Contented 
with it ? ,And why many, who were 
Able, would Choofe to be at an 
C 3 EX' 
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Experite to Mend it, by Founding and 
Indowing Parochial Churches ? 

The Author of the Defence of 
Pluralities will tell us plainly. 
^* As, (faith he,) the Saxon King^ 
** firft Founded and Indowed Ca- 
^^ thedrah^ for the general Good c^ 
** their refpedive Kingdoms, fo Great 
** Men firft Founded and Indowed 
^^ Parochial Churchesy for the parti- 
" cular Good of Themfelves, their 
" Families, and Tenants. For, at 
** that Time, Great Men poffefs'd 
" ample Territories within Them- 
" felves 'y wherein all the Inhabitants 
** were no Other than their Servants, 
" TiUing their Lands, and doing 
" Other Services to them. When, 
" therefore, Cbrifiianity began to 
** prevail tpace, many Laymen of 
** great Eftates would defire the 

f* CoNSTANTRESIDENCEof fome 

« Prieft 
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" Piieft amongft them ; who might 
"be Always ready to Inftni^ 
" Thcmfelves, their Families, and 
" Tenants^ either incited by their 
" own Devotion, or becaufe it was 
^ not eafy, without it, to keep their 
** Tenants toother. Oratories^ and 
" Chapels were for This end ereded 
" by them ; which, being conle- 
** crated by the Biftiop, were by the 
" Founders or Patrons Indowd with 
** pecuHar Maintenance for the /»- 
" cumbent who (hould there Refide^ 
" and Execute the holy Fundlion 
" within the Limits appointed by 
** the Patron, which were no Other 
" than the Bounds of his Own Def- 
" mefnesy Tenancies^ and Neighbour- 
« ing Poffeffiens (a)y 

By this means Diocefes^ which, 
confider*d as Diftinft from Each 

W P. 76, 77. ■ 

C 4 Other, 
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Other, were themfelves, originally, 
caird Parijhes (a\ came Firft to be 
divided into what are new So call'd. 
And, as the Limits of the Kingdoms 
were the Bounds of the feveral Dio- 
cefes ; fb the Limits of the Great Men^ 
Territories were the Bounds of thefe 
{cvcnS. Parijhes. And die Church«! 
herein Ereded, and by them In- 
dow'd, were called the Churches of 
the Firfi Foundation^ to diftinguifh 
them from Thofe Parochial Churches, 
into which ^hefe were afterwards 
Subdivided^ and which, at firft, werfe 
no more than Auxiliary Churches, 
or Chapels of Eafe to Thefe^ as Thefe 
had been to the Cathedrals y and, 
when made Diftind: and Independ- 
ent, , were called Churches of the 
Sfcond or JVew Foundation (h). 

The Biftiop's Confent to the Ere<^ 

ing a New Church, whether of the 

(«) P. 68. (*) P. 77. Firft^ 
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Firft, or Second Foundation, within 
his Diocefe, was neceflkiy. It could 
not be made ufe of as a Church till 
he had Confecrated it ; nor could it 
be proper to Separate it from Com- 
mon Ufe by Confecration, and to 
Dedicate it to the Service of God, 
withoat Jndowment .{a)j to fecure,that 
it {hould be Perpetually {o apply'd. 

Nothing in the whole world can 
be Plainer, than that the Motive to 
thefe Great men, in their Parochial 
Indowmcnts, was the Particular Good 
of Themfelves, Families, and Te- 
nants, likely to accrue to them from 
the Cmfiant Refidence of a Prieft 
amongft them, who might be always 
ready to Inftruct them. In the Iti- 
nerant way, they could hear the 
Word of God but Seldom ; they 
might not ^pfrehend it ; they might 

i^a) p. 80, 
' Forget 
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Forget it If One fhould Cmfiantly 
Refide amongft them, they would 
have the Opportunity to Hear him 
Often ; and to have recourfe to hiqa 
for the Solution of all their Doubts 
and Difficulties ; and, Wiat fhould be 
frequendy repeated, could not fail of 
being better Remember d. That there 
Ihould then be a Prieft Confiantfy 
Rejidentj is manifeftly the Firfi !>&- 
figh of Parochial Indowtnents* And 
if One Prieft could not Confiantly 
Refide at Two Several Churches, his 
Enjoyment of the/SIw^r/z/Indowments 
of Each, given for Refidence on 
Each, muft be Contrary to the Firfi 
Pefign of Patrons in Founding and 
Indowing Churches. 

What the Defender, then, Aflerted 
and undertook to Prove, his Owp 
Account of the matter hadi Refuted. 
The Cafe againft him is found to be 

very 
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v<?iy Clear. He hath not fo much 
9s Puzzled it. 

Not fo, ( faith the Defender, ) for, 
the' the Cmflant Refidence of a 
Prieft upon Each of the Two Beno* 
£ces with Cure of Souls, be Agreeable 
to t^e Fir ft Defign of Parochial In- 
dowments, yet the conftant Perjhnql 
Refidence of the Pluralifi upon On^ 
and the conftant Vicarial Refidence 
pf his Curate upon the Other, doth 
v^y well AnfwCT the Defign of 
Qmjiant Jlefidence on Each; and, 
conftant Refidence So performed, is 
Nat coatrary to the faid Defign. 

But, ( befides that This Aigument 
gives up all PluraHties held by a 
Pluralift PerfonaUy Refiding upon 
One Benefice, and not providing Vi- 
carial Refidence on die Other, ) b 
there a Man Living who can believe, 

That 
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That^ when diiFercnt Patrons were 
about to Found different Churches, 
it may be Thirty or Forty Miles di- 
ftant from each other, (" For the 
" Great Lords Pofleffing Large Ter- 
" ritories in any Country, built but 
" One Church, for the ufe of One 
" Single Territory (a); " ) Eidier of 
them fhould Intend, that Any Part 
of the Indowment, he fliould give for 
the Maintenance of a Rejident Prieft 
at the Church by Himfelf Founded, 
ihould ever accrue to the ufe of An- 
9ther Prieft, receiving Another Main- 
tenance, for his Refidence at Another 
Church, Founded by Another Pa- 
tron ? The fame Piety which 
Prompted Either to give Any Indow- 
ment, would induce him to hope, 
that What he gave, fhould have the 
beft Effed. After having look'd out 
for a Prieft, who was Worthy of the 

{a) P. 92, 

Dona- 
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Donation, naturally, he could not 
Intend, no, nor Suffer, if he could 
help it, that any Other fliould Inter- 
fere with him in the Injoyment of 
it. And, accordingly, in the Pro- 
grefs of this Difcourfc, we Ihall find 
Patrons, in general, fo far from con- 
senting to any Diminution of their 
refpecUve Indowments, a3 to be Im- 
patient till the ^hole Tithes and 
Offerings arifing within every Pa- 
rifh, were Added to them, for the 
Better Maintenance of the relpectivc 
Incumbents. 

Patrons could not Intend, that the 
Refidence of Curates, Vicars, or 
Subftitutes fhould be Equivalent to 
the Refidence of the Proper Parilh 
Priefts. For thefe Terms, as they 
are n<m underftood, were then Un- 
hnoym. It doth not appear, that, in 
that Age, any Pcrfon was ever Or- 

dain'd 
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dain'd to a Curacy, as now is Practis'd, 
for the fake of Pluralifts, in the 
Church of 'England. That a Parijh 
Prieft would be lb good as to allow ' . 
a Curate a Share of the Profits of 
his Second Benefice, for doing the 
Whole Duty of it, had not yet En- 
tered into the Heart of Man in thofe 
Days of Simplicity ; nor was an Ajh 
pointment of a Perfdn to be il Curate^ 
then, either Offer d to the Biflic^, of 
Acceptedhy him, as aT/^/i? to go int<i 
VkXy Orders. No Other Title was 
fufficient, after the Difcontinuance of 
Itinerant Preaching, but a Vacant 
' Benefice. There fbth not appear to . 
have been, at that time, a fingle In^ 
ftance of One Priefi Ordain*d to the 
Cure of Tiioo Indowd Churches ; bu^ 
on die contrary, feveral Inftances De 
appear of Two Priefts Ordain'd to 
die Cure d[ One Large Parifli. 

Nay, 
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Nay, it was not poffible, at that 
Time, for a Prieft to Have a Curate. 
For no Prieft had, as yet, the Lt- 
dowment of any Parifh Vefted in him, 
out c^ which he might Regard a 
Curate. The whole Clergy of the 
Diocefe were themlelves, to a Man, 
the Bijhofs Curates ; and ferved the 
fever al Cures of the whole Diocefe 
by His Appointment y and for a Salary 
by Him allow'd. 

The Indowment of every Church 
was, as yet, a Part of the General 
Indovwnent of the Diocele, and 
Vefted in the Bifliop. The Prieft 
Redding upon a Church Indow'd, 
and officiating at it, accounted for 
die Indowment as well as few all the 
Other Ecclefiaftical Revenues, arifing 
^thin the Limits of the Parifh, to 
his I^ocefap, who^ifcounted to him 

the 
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the Value of the G/e6e, with fuch a 
Share of the Tithes and Oblationsy as 
He judg'd Competent for his Main- 
tenance at the Church to wJ^ch he had 
been Ordain dy and ^Z winch he was 
oblig'd to Refide, This Competent 
Salary, I luppofe, might Vary, as 
the Revenue arifing from the Glehey 
the Ttthesy and the Offerings^ fhould 
be more or le:&. 

If AuxiUary Churches, or Chapels 
of Eajey were erected within the Li- 
mits of a Large Parifli, Thefe were 
taken care of. Either by Emijfaries 
ftill fent from the College of Priefts, 
as before there were any Indowments 
of Churches of the Firfl Foundation, 
until fuch time as the fame, by being 
Indow'd, and obtaining, the Right of 
Bapt^m and Burial, Aiould become - 
diftinct and independent, and fb 
Churches of the Second Foundation : 

Or, 
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Or, if Other Priefts were appointed 
by the Bifhop, to Relide upon any 
of Ihofe^ which had received Indma- 
mentj and had not yet a Right to 
Baptize and Bury, he paid them their . 
iielpective Salaries for fo doing. Every 
Refident Incumbent received a Salary 
from the Bifliop. He himfelf having 
neither a Second Cure wherein to 
Place a Curate, nor Autority to ap- 
point One, nor any proper Revenue 
to Reward one, gave, as yet, no Sa- 
lary to One. 

Nodiing, then, is more Evident, 
than, that the holding Two Bene- 
fices with Cure of Souls, as now 
prafiiis'd in the Church of Englaftdy 
is Contrary to the Firji Defign of 
Parochial Indowments. 

To fay, after this, as the Defemler 

doth {a)y " That they grofly miftake, 

(-)P.ir4. D " "who 
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" who Imagine, that the Firji De- 
" 'fign of Parochial Indowments doth 
" require the conftant Refidence of 
" a Beneficiary perpetually tied down 
** to One Place and Benefice;" And 
*^ again (a\ " To Appeal, as he doth 
'* at the Conclufion of his Hiftory, 
" to. the Judgment of the Reader, 
*' Whether the Granting fuch Plura- 
" lities, as are now allowed, be 
** againft the Firft Defign of the 
" Foundation and Indowment of 
** Parochial Churches," is enough to 
furprife every One who hath read 
the Defence of Pluralities ; and to 
make him Doubt, Whether the Au- 
thor doth not confound the Firft 
Defign of Indowing the Dkcefe^ with 
the Firft Defign of Parochial Indow- 
ments, Two things very Different ; 
as Different as Itinerancy and Refi- 
dence, Indowments of the Diocefe 

Tied 
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Tied no Prieft down to One Place 
and* Benefice, ParocbHal Indorwmmti 
Did ; and wo^e given for diat very 
Purpofe J and diey grofly miftake 
who think otherwife ; and the De- 
fender hath moft folidly prov'd it 
againft himfelf, without perceiving 
it. 

But, had Plurdities, as they arc . 
now allowed, been capable of being 
Proved mt contrary to the Firfi De- 
fign of Parochial Indowments, yet 
would not this have been an Argu- 
ment for the Continuance of Plurali- 
ties^ as they are now allowed, if it 
were not aHb true, That they were 
not contrary to the Second Defign of 
Patrons, in their Parochial IndoW-^ 
ments ; which was, 3o Build Churches^ 
and Indow them^ provided the 
hitire Parochial Profits might he taken 
from the Common Treafure of the 
D 2 Diocefe^ 
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Diocefey and Vejied in the Parijh 
Priefi for perpetual Perfenal Reji- 
dencey and not otherwife. And diat 
This was their Defign, I (hall make 
appear from the Account the Defen- 
der hath himfelf given of this Matter. 

** The Parifhes, into which Dio- 
" cefes were at firft Divided, ( fays 
" the Defender ) («), were but few 
" in comparifbn of the prefent Num- 
** ber of them. For, it may be llip- 
" pofed, that, although the Kin^ or 
" Great Lords might pofTefs very 
** large Territories in any Country, 
" yet they built but One Church for 
** the ufe of one Single Territory." 
(And could they defign, that Two 
of thefe fhould be held together by 
OnePrieft!) "Afterwards, Them- 
** felves found it convenient or necef- 
" fary, to build Several Churches 



« in 
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*' in Several Parts of it, One perhaps 
*' in every Manor : Or, thefe large 
" Pofleflions being in time Canton'd 
** out, and divided into feveral Leflcr 
" Poffefllons ; every One of the New 
" Pofleflbrs erected Churches or 
" Chapels within their Own Limits. 
** Thus every Parilh was divided 
" into many Subordinate Pariflies, 
" and thefe in procefs of time be- 
" came diJiinB Parifhes j and fo by 
" degrees that Parochial Divifloji was 
" fetded, which we now find in 
** England ; the Difference of our 
" Prcfent Parifhes in Quantity and 
" Extent, arifing originally firom 
" the Difference of the feveral Cir- 
" cuits of the Demefnes or Terri- 
" tories poffefs'd by the Founder." 

The Sum of which is This. 

A^ the feveral DiocefeSy which were 
of the Extent of the feveral Kings 

D 3 Do- 
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Dominions, were Divided into a 
Few Pariflies ; fo thefb Few PariftiiK 
being of the Extent of the Large Ter- 
ritories of the faid Kings, or Great 
Lords, it became a ddirabk thing, 
that T^efe alfo fhould be Subdivided 
into Mattf Pariflies. Very well I 
Why had they not what they De- 
fired ? Who hinder 'd them ? 

** Iwe Tilings ( faith the Defen- 
der (a\ ) " difcourag'd the Ere- 
** Bion and Indmvment of Parochial 
** Churches " of this Second or New 
Foundation. 

** The i^/>;^ of thefe was. That all 
^* the Lands, Tithes, Oblations, and 
** Ecclefiaftical Revenues pf the 
** whole Dipcefe belonged to the 
** DilppfjtioTi pf the Bifliop ; fo that 
" the particular Indowment of any 

• («)P.8s. 

^* Parifli 
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" Paiifli Church did only add (o 
« much to die common Treafure of 
" the Diocefe («)." 

Thofe who had Founded Paro- 
chial Churclies for die purpofe qf 
Perfonal Refidmce, or who were De- 
fwous to do fo, did not think it fuf- 
^ient, that the Incumbent received 
only an Equivalent to the Patron's 
Indowment, and a Share of the 
Oblations, and of the Tidies arifmg 
widiin die Limits of his Parifti. They 
diought it but reafonable, that He, 
who did die whole Ecclefiaftkal Duty, 
fhould receive to his Own Ufe the 
whole Ecclefiaftkal Revenue. They 
knew, diat die Defign of diefe Paro- 
chial Indowments was for Ferfonal 
Refidmce. They found by Experience, 
diat the Patron s Indowments, even 
with die Bifliop s additional Stipends, 



\a) P. 85 and 79. 
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were not fufficient to fecure the per^ 
petual Perfonal Refidence of worthy 
Priefts, without the Whole Tidies and 
Oblations. They confider'd, that the 
Main Ule of thefe Revenues was, tq 
defray the Charge of Itinerant 
Preaching, which Perfonal Refidence 
made Unneceflary ; and that, thercr 
fore, they might well be applied to 
the Better Maintenance of the Refi- 
dent Incumbent. They confider a 
alfo, th^t the Founder's Indowment 
was a Portion of his Own JLand^ and 
the Culture of it by his Own Ser- 
vants (^), and the Tithes the Produce 
of his Own ^emefnesy and of his Te- 
nants Seed and Labour ; and that, 
therefore, they might hope to be 
comply'd with, if they fhould defire, 
for the future, that All the Profits 
arifing within the Limits of the Pa- 
ri(h, fhould be Fejled in the Incum- 

' km 
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^ent of every Church they fhould 
pred gjjd Indow. 



That This was their way of think*- 
ing, the Defender acknowledges, by 
laying, that, (a) " When Ibme great 
^* Laypien would have appropriated 
^* thefe Revenues to the Sole Ufe of 
^* the Churches founded b^ them; 
^* the joint Autprity of Church and 
^* State Interpofed, and remitted them 
^* to the Difpofition of the Biihop." 
And what was the Confequence of 
this Interpofition ? Why, what it 
naturally would b^, a Forbearance to 
Build and Indow Churches, till they 
fhould be Gratified in fo very realbnr- 
^ble a Defire. For the Joint Autority 
pf Church ^nd State could not Oblige 
them to it. And what was' the 
Confequence of tjiis Forbearance ? Why, 

{") Pr 79.. 

the 
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the Defender will tell you (^), It was, 
in time, a Compliance with the Laity 
in this Particular. For he fays, " The 
*' Bi(hops finding the Devotion of 
" Lay Founders reftrained, at laft 
** Condefcended, that the Tf^hole Rc- 
** venue of die Indowment, with all 
** Other Ecclefiaftical Profits which 
" fhould come to the hands of the 
** Prieft officiating at fiich a Church, 
*^ ftiould be taken from the Common 
" Treafure of the Diocefe, and be 
** perpetually annex'd to the Church 
** of that Clerk who received it : So 
" that the Bifhop ftould not any 
•* longer receive Thofe Profits, nor 
" the Incumbent expeft his Salary 
" from die Bifliop. This the Brftiops 
^* willingly did, as foon as by the 
** Eredion of many Ftfr^ Priefts^ 
** die Neceffity of maintaining fo 
" many Itinerant Priefts ceas'd, and 

(>.) P. 8<J. 

" dieir 
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.*' their Cathedrals were fuffidcntiy 
** Indow'd fcM" the Maintenance of • 
*^ Themfelves and thdr Cqllege cjf 
*' Clergy conflandy attending the 
" Service of the Cathedral Chmxdi." 
And again (a\ " The Convenience 
" and Good of the Church in general 
** requiring Such Subdiviiion of Pa- 
'' rifhes to be made, and the Lands 
" and Salaries, wherewith the New 
" Patrons had Indow'd the Churches 
** of die Second Foundation, being 
'^ not fuflicient to maintain the In- 
". cumbents without the Tithes, and 
** hereby all Peribns bdng difcou- 
^' raged from proceeding in (iidi 
" New Foundations ; die Bifliops 
" found it neceffiiry to beftow Pa- 
'' rochiai Right on many of thefe 
'* Chapels already founded, <x after- 
** w^s to be founded : Which th^ 
-' did by con^rn^g on diem the 

" Right 
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** Right of Burial, and hallowing 
<' Cemeteries near to them for that 
*' Purpofe. By this means they were 
** made diftind Parifhes, and freed 
*' from any Dependance upon the. 
** Churches of the Firft Foundation." 
And again (a), " While the Founda- 
*■* tion of Parochial Churches was 
** thus far advanced by Laymen, and 
** the Profits of Such as were Founded 
** by them were limited to their In- 
*' cumbents; the Bifliops alfo, ii^ theii: 
** Manors, and Demefnes, and Ad- 
^* vowfons, both in City and Coun- 
*' try, built, or gave Leave to Build 
*' Parochial Churches; and reftrain'd 
*' the Profits of every One of them 
*' to the feveral Incumbents. The 
*' fame was done by the Kings in 
" their Manors : And the Praditice 
" being received generally, at laft 
■^ an Uniformity obtaiined in this In- 

(«) P. po. 

*.^ novation 
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« novatioH of Parochial Right" And, 
whilft the Prieft had a Right to the 
Glebey the TttheSy and the Offerings^ 
now become the Indowment of the 
Chiirch for Refidence\ the Patron^ 
the Occupier of the Land, and the 
People making their Oblations, and 
paying their Tithes, had a ftrid Right 
to the Perfmal Rejidence of the In- 
cumbent, 

• Thus far it appears Plainly, That, 
** The holding Two Benefices with 
" Cure of Souls as now pradis'd in 
" the Church of England," being 
inconfiftent with Perfonal Refidencc 
on Rach^ is as contrary to the Second 
Dejign of Parochial Indowments, as 
to the pirjl : And This will appear 
.yet further, if we confider. What was 
the Other Thing, which, the Defender 
tells us, difcourag'd the Eredion and 
Jndowment of Churches of the Second 

Foundation. The 
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The Other Thing, which difcou- 
rag'd the Ercdion and Indowment 
of Parochial Churches, was, fays die 
Defender (dt), " That die Incumbents 
" on them would often, either thro' 
" Levity y or the Hope of gaimng 
** Other Churches better Indow'd, or 
" for any Other Reafon, quit their 
*' Churches, and thereby Defraud 
** their Patrons of the End which 
*' they proposed in the Foundation, 
" viz. The Conflcmt Prefence of a 
" Prieft, for their Inftru6lion, and 
*' the Performance of Religious Du- 
« ties/* 

The Reader will obferve. That the 

Patron efteemed the fitting of a 

Church, to the Cure of which a- 

Prieft had been Ordain'd, a Fraud, 

• the Indowment having been given 

. for 
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for Perpetual Refidence upon k ; and 

that the Defender of Pluralities doth 

not fo much as offer to fay it was 

Not a Fraud ; but, on the contrary, 

AiErms, that, to remove this Difcou- 

ragement to thefe Adls of Piety in 

Lay Patrons, " The Pari{b Priefts 

" were forbid " [ by fevcral Camns 

** and Conftitutiom of National Sy- 

" nods ] " to quit their Cures with- 

" out the Leave of their Dioccfan (a), 

•* And more cfFedually to prevent 

" idsa&lnconvenience^^li.e.tkkVTkkVD^ 

^ it was at length order'd, that, at 

" difeir Inflitutiony or before their Or- 

« ^/«<z/^ the Clergy Ihould Promifc 

" to remain at that Place, to the 

« Cure of which they viwc Or- 

« dain'd(^);* 

The Canons and Conftituttonsy for- 
bidding Clergymen to quit thek 

(«) P. 88. {t) P. 89. 

Cures, 
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Cures, recited by the Defender {a)^ 
are as follow* 

The National Synod of France 
held in the year 744. decreed chap. 5^ 
Concerning Priefts who quit their 
I'itles [ /'. e» their Parijh Churches ] 
without the Bifhop's Leave {h\ That 
they be for fo long a time Accounted 
Excommunicate^ as until they do re^ 
turn to their Titles again, 

« The Firft Capitular of Charles 
** the Great^ made in the year 769, 
'* reneweth this Canon, chap. 9. (c) 
" Let no One accept of a Parifh 
** Church without the Confent of his 
" Bifbopy nor go from One Church 
" to Another"* 

. {a) P. 88, 89. 

{b) Ve tamdiu a Communione babeantur alieni. qni- 
npjue ad fuos Tttuhs revertantur. Capit. Tit. i. 

{c) tlema aedplat Eccfeftam in Parcchiam fine Con- 
finftt Efijcopi fit, net it V»a adAliam tr an/eat. lb. 
p. 192. 
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" Another Capitular commands («) 
'* Thofe \ Clergymen to be Degraded, 
** who forfiok their Churches.^ and 
** accepted the Cure of Others. '* 

" Some Capitulars and Councils 
** apply this to the Bijhops as well as 
" to the Inferior CUrgy^ and forbid 
" as well ithem to be Tranjlated from 
" one Bijhoprick to Another^ as Thefe 
" from one Parijh to Another ; " 
than which, nothing fure, in the 
whole World, can be more reafon- 
able. 

"So the Firft Capitular of the 
" Year 789. chap. 21. {b) It is alfo 

(a) Prefiyttr vtl Diaconm, gut de/erit Ecdefiom 
fuamy & ad aliam tranfierit^ deponatur. L. 6. c. 5^ 
lb. p. 932. 

{b) Item in todem Cmjilio (Chalcedonenn) ntc nm 
f^ in Sardicenfii (pr?ecipitur) ut ntc Epijfcopus nee 
Cleric! tranfmigrent de civitate in tiyitatem. lb. 
p. 708. Sic & L.I. c. 24. 

U ^ Ordered 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



50 Pluralities Indefenfibk. 

** Order'd in the fame Council (of 
** Chalcedon) and likewife in that of 
" Sardis, that neither Bifhop nor Clergy 
** remove from One City [/. e. One 
" Diocefe] to Another. " 

" This, is more fully cxprefs'd in 
" Another Capitujtar. (a\ No Priefl 
** may remove frQm a I^ejfer Title to 
" a greater ; hut let him continue in 
" That to which he was Ordain d : 
" and if he fhall he\ found to do it 
" againfi the decrees [to the con- 
" trary], let him be Liable to the 
" fame Sentence to which a Bifhop is 
^* Liable, who Jhall have removed 
** from a Lejfer See to a Greater. " 

" The fame Conftitution was made 
" in almoft the fame Words, by the 

(a) De Tttulo minori ad majorem migrare^ mill 
PrejhyUro licitum fit ', fed in eo ptrmaneat ad quern 
Ordinatus efi : ^od fi inventus fuerit contra Statuta 
id faare.^ eadem feriatur fententfa , qua & Epifcopus, 
iqut de Minori ad Majorem iranfmigraverit Civitatem, 
Addit. 3 Capit. c, 83. lb. p. 1172. 

1* Third 
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^* Third Council of I'ours {a\ and by 
** the Second Council oiRhemes (by^ 

" The like Conftitutions were 
" made and received in England, 
" Of which the Defender choofes to 
" produce but One," (that One be- 
. ing as Good as a Thoufand.) " made 
** by Egbert ArchbifLop of Tork in 
" the year 750 [c). Let no Priefi go 
" from his Proper Seat of Holy Church 
" under whofe 'Title he was Ordain d^ 
** for the fake of better Maintenancey 
" to Another's Church } but remain 
** therein^ ^evotedy T^edicatedy De- 
" Jlind as he is thereto, to the End 
" of his Life, '* 

I would now afk the Defender, 
^ho it is that grolly miftakes ? 

{a) Can. 14. {b) Can. 20. 

[c) Nullus Prejbyter a fede propria SanEla Ecclejia.y 
{uh cujus Titulo ordinatus fuit, ammonitionis caufa ad 
alUnam pergat Eccleftam j fed ibidem devotus ufque ad 
vita pertnaneat txitum. Cone. Angl. T. i. p. 258. 
Can. 13. 

£2 Whether 
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Whether Hey " who imagines, that 
"■ the Firfi Dejign of Parochial In- 
" dowments *Did require the con- 
" ftant Refidence of a Beneficiary 
** tied down to One Place and Be- 
** nefice " ? or the Defender, who 
thmks // did Not ? 

Nor was there any Hardjhip likely 
to attend the Inferior Clergy from 
the faid Confiitutions. For, confi- 
dering the Demotion of thofe Times ; 
with what ^unSiuality the Tithes 
were paid ; with what Liberality the 
Oblations were made ; and with what 
Simplicity the Clergy liv'd ; every In- 
dowed Church in the Kingdom, with 
the Tithes and Offerings annexed, 
could not but be a fufficient Income 
for the Ufes to which it was to be 
apply'd. And, that it might always 
be fufficient, a further Multiplication 
of Churches than was Neceflafy, was 

pru- 
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prudently reftrain*d {a). It would 
have been horrible, indeed, if there 
fhould have been Plurality of Bene- 
fices held by One Prieft, in T^hofi 
Days, in a fingle Inftance : For, with 
relpe<ft to Maintenance^ there could 
be no Occafion. Nor can there be 
any Occafion in Thefe Days, but where 
the Original Revenue hath been 
greatly Reduced. 

I don't forget, that, in fbme of 
the above - mentioned Conftitutions^ 
the Removing from One Cure to 
Another is not forbidden, if the Bi- 
fhop's Leave to do it be Obtained. 

But, it ought not to be from hence 
inferred. That, becaufe the Bifhop 
could give Leave to the Incumbent 
to Quit his Cure, either when the 
Situation of it was injurious to his 
Health ; Or, Age and Infirmity dif- 
{«) P. 97, E 3 abled 
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^bled him fi;pm duly ferving k.j Or, 
when the having ferv'd it, in the beft 
manner, for a long Time, ftiould 
Entitle him to a Vacant €aimry^ in 
Xht.Cathedifal Church, ( the faid Bi- 
{hop fupplying the vacant Cure, a| 
the Recommendation of the Patxcm, 
with a worthy Succeffor), He could 
alGa give Leave to an Incumbent, to 
remove to a better Indow'd Church, 
and to put a Curate into that which 
}ie thus Quitted, to do All xh& Ehity 
of it, for a Part only of the Rc- 
.venue : Senfus imrefque repugnant. 
There was not an Infiance of this 
fort in the Church, at this time ; nor. 
did the Biftiops Pretend to ± Power 
to Difpenfe with the Refidence of 
the Incumbent on Jtn^h Occafion 5 
nor would it have been Conjijient. 
with their Co^cefTipn, or Rcleafe 
of the, Profits *pf aU Benefices to 
their refpeAive Incumbents, in order 



to 
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to Invite the Laity to further Indow- 
ments ; nor would it have been Agree- 
able to their Own Pradice with relpe<ft 
to the Churches which Themfehes h.z.6. 
Founded and Indow'd ; nor would it 
have been Reconcileable with the 
Term Incumbent y which, at that Time, 
had no other Meaning than the Reji- 
dent Priefl, inftituted to the Church 
of which he was the Incumbent ; how- 
ever, afterwards, when corrupt Pra- 
^ifes were introduc'd to ftain the Pu- 
rity of Original Inftitutions,by an utter 
Abufe of the Word, it came to fignify 
the Perfon Inftituted to the Profits of a 
Church, let his Refidence be never fo 
diftant from it. 

Thus far then we are gotten. 

There wasj firft, a General Indow- 

ment of the Diocefe ; and, afterwards, 

a Particular Indowment of the Pa~ 

rijh Churches within the Diocefe : 

E 4 And, 
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And, as, whilft the Indowment was 
Generaly and the whole Ecclejiafikal 
Revenue was vefted in the Bifliop, 
He provided for the General Service 
of the Diocefe, in Sacred Matters, as 
well as he could ; firft, by Itinerant 
Preachers wholly ^ and, afterwards, as 
Churches increafed, and Opportunities 
of Rejidence arofe, by Preachers, part- 
ly Itinerant^ partly Eejident ; fb, when 
the Necejfity of fending Itinerant 
Preachers thro* the Diocefe, or any 
Part of it, ceas'd ; and the Bifhops, 
to Encourage Indowments, had re- 
leas'd, from the Common Treafure 
of the Diocefe, the entire Profits 
arifing within the Limits of every 
Parifh, and had Vefted the fame in 
the refpedive Parifh Priefts, that there 
might be a fufficient Maintenance to 
fecure perpetual Refidence upon their 
feveral Cures, he provided for the 
ffeneral Service of the Diocefe, in 

Sacred 
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Sacred Matters^ fo well, that he 
could not poffibly provide better for it. 

Before thefe Indowments became 
Particulars and were afcertain'd to 
particular Churches^ the Bifliop might 
appoint Two Prefbyters to ferve One 
Church ; or One, to ferve Two; or 
All to take their Courfe of Preach- 
ing in every Church ; or feme Pref- 
byters to attend conftandy upon fome 
Churches, and others for a certain 
Time upon others, juft as he fhould 
think fit. They were All his Cu- 
rates. The End He had in View 
was, the Service of the Diocefe in 
(he hefi manner. This, in his Opi- 
nion, was the beft manner in thefe 
Circumjlances. 

But, after he had Encourag'd the 
Great Men to Ered and Indow 
Churches throughout his Diocefe, 

within 
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within their Own Demefnes, for the 
Ufe of theu* Families, Tenants, and 
Dependents, by Confenting, that as 
well the Tithes and Oblations within 
thofe Limits, as the Glebcy fhould be 
perpetually annexed to the faid 
Churches for the Maintenance of the 
relpedive Rejident Incumbents, He 
had no Power to recur to the Me- 
thods of providing for the General 
Service of the Diocefe, as formerly, 
according to his Difcretion ; but was 
Obligd to acquiefce in the prefent 
Method of doing it, as the Relult of 
his mature Deliberation^ Approbation^ 
and Confmt. He had, now, only to 
take Security of the Clerk, before 
Ordination, or, upon Inftitution, that 
he Would Refide, and afterwards, t9 
Jniped whether he Did or no. 

Here is now a ContraSi between 
the Bijbop and the Tcttro^y a fPro^ 

pofal 
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pefal attended with great Expence to 
the PatroDj for the Spiritual Good of 
his Family, Tenants, and Depen- 
dents ; and a Compliance with it, in 
the Bifiop, for the Spiritual Good of 
the Diocefe in general : The One^ a 
Mamfeflation of the Sincerity of the 
Convert 5 the Qtlper^ of the ^i&ty of 
the Diocefan. 

Indowment^ according to this Con- 
trad, is a Vrice for Refidence. If the 
Value for Refidence be Accepted^ an4 
Rejidenca be not 'Performed^ agreeably 
to the known Intention c^ the Donor, 
the Perfon accepting it is guilty of a 
Fraud. The Ancient 'Patrons of tlie 
Churches, and their Succejfors, (o un- 
ilerftood it; for, upon Failures of 
Refidence, they complain'd to the 
Bijhops. The Ancient Bi/hops fo un- 
derftood it likewife j for. They made 
Qanoni^ on ptirpofe ta tak^ away al^ 
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Occaftm of Complaint of this kind. 
Being then a Fraud, all the Difpen- 
fations of ^opes^ and Conftitutions of 
Synods J and Afts oi Parliament, fub- 
fequent to thofe Ancient Canons, can 
never make it Otherwife. They can 
never be confider'd in any Other 
Light, than as an Unjuftifiable Aid 
to enable Perfons of a Sacred Cha- 
rader tp be guilty of a Fraud vnth 
Impunity, 

If the Refidence which hath been 
^urchasd be not performed by the 
. Proprietor of a Single Benefice, it will 
be efteem'd a Fraud, if either the 
Occajiony or the Tjme of Abfence be 
UnnecefTary. The Acceptance of a 
Secmd Benefice is, in the very AEi^ 
£|. ^urpofe, 2i Refolution of Fraud, in- 
ducing, whilft it is held together with 
ithe Former, aii Incapacity of per- 
forming the Refidence agreied for in 
One oi the Two. For 
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For this reafon. Two Benefices 
with Cure of Souls are ftyl'd, even 
by the Church of Rome, Incompa- 
tible : Since All Benefices with Cure 
of Souls oblige to Perfonal Refidcnce, 
and One Perfon cannot divide him- 
felf into Two Places. And, more- 
over, the Benefice is for the Office^ 
which, without Perfonal Refidence, 
cannot be performed. And the Two 
Receipts given by the Canonifts to the 
Pope, How to make Thefe Compa- 
tibhy ferve only to fet in a more 
glaring L%ht their Natural and Eter- 
nal Inconfiftency. 

It may be the Reader hath never 
heard of thefe Receipts, and would be 
glad to know, what they are. It is true, 
nothing is more natural to die human 
Mind, than to be Inquifitive. And, 

I 
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I own, if, at any time, I happen to 
come to the Knowledge of any thing 
Curious, I love to impart it 

The Reader, I airi perfuadcd, will 
be plfeas'd with Thefe Recdpts, as I 
am, and with the Opportunity to Ad- 
mire, as I do, the Indufliy, and Inge- 
nuity, the Fine Parts, and Learning of 
Thofe by whom they were Invented ; 
and especially the Probity with which 
they are Apply'd. He fhall ec'n have 
them then, juft as I have them. But 
firft give rtie leave to Lament, that 
y^ Perfbns of a Sacnd Chara<ftcr, 
whofe avow'd Profcffion it is to 
Preach the Golpel, fhould yet, in any 
inftance, ■ not thro' hiimdn Frailty, 
but ftudied Contrivance*; depart froni 
that Lovely Simplicity which the Gch 
Ipel teaches, the very Beauty of the 
Gofpel! Th^tSimpUcitjvfhidi. Feigns 

nothing, 
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nodiing, Diffembles nothing, fays the 
Thing which is True, does the Thing 
which is Right ^ fo rigfct, that every 
One will fee it to be right without 
any elaborate Proof ! That Simplicity 
which ^dbhors the Application of Inge- 
nuity and Learning to make Wrong 
things appear Plaufible ; 5ind mudi 
more die Impudence that' would ob- 
trude the fame upon Maukifld as Sa- 
tefaiSlo/y and Convincing, whilft they 
are not fo nauch as Plaufible ; and 
much more the Tyranny that would 
d^ge Mpn to, Acquiefce in fuch 
manifeftlmppfitions upon Common 
Scafe, ,iSi the very Imppfcrs would 
have the'utepft' Contempt of them 
for Believing, if the fame c^uld pofTibljf 
he J^lipY§d 1 . 



y\ 



i But Here Joliow the Receipts. 

r 
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It is true, fay the Canonifts, Two 
Benefices with Cure of Souls, whilft 
they continue fuch, and oblige to 
Refidence, are Incompatible. But, 
make thefe, or Either of thefe, Simple 
Benefices, and no longer obliging to 
Refidence, and they are Compatible ; 
and may be held together by One 
Perfon Refiding at Either, or Neither. 
But, how fliall he make a Benefice 
with Cure of Souls, and Obliging to 
Refidence, a Simple Ben€G.CQy and Not 
obliging ? Why thus. Let him ap- 
point a P^icar to the Cure erf" Souls, 
and content himfelf with the Bene- 
fice, or Profits Simpljy and the Thing 
is done. For, from henceforward, 
the Vicar having the Cure of Souls is 
oblig'd to Refidence ; and the Benefi- 
ciary y contenting Himfelf with the 
Benefice, or Profits Simply^ is under 
no fuch Obligation. It is confefs*d, 

that 



A 
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that a Benefice with Ckire of ,Souls 
Always bbliges to Refidence. But, 
^hom doth it Oblige? Why, the 
Beneficiary y 'till he can get a Vicar 'y 
and, afterwards, the Vicar. The Vicar 
being Oblig'd, the Beneficiary is Free. 
And, now, being poflefled of a Sim- 
ple Benefice only, or, a Benefice, 
which, tho' it ftill oblige Somebody to 
Refidenc^ yet, doth no longer oblige 
Him (^), He is capable oi yijother^- 
nefice with Gire of Souls ; of which 
Acceptmg the Profits, and Diverting 
himfelf of the Cure of Souls, He is 
capable of a Tlird', and, in the fame 
manner of Twenty^ if he can get fo 
many Prefentations. By this Admir- 
able Receipt His fcetid Ulcer is heal'd. 

But there is Another Delperate Sore - 
Place yet remains to be Cur'd. Or, 
rather, the whole Mafs being Cor^ 

[a] F. P. Treatife of Bonefices and Revenues, p. 129. 

F rupted. 
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nipted, it is the lame /// Hum<)uf 
bitdking out in Aiiother Part, 

It is Agtefed by all Chriftiaii 
Chuithesi the Chiireh df Rome not 
feitcejitedj *' That the Benefice k ^V&ti 
*« for the Office. *' That thefe 1>H% 
Things are Infepardbh, Hiat \f\t^ 
Ibever Accepts of the Benejiee^ fe 
bblig'd to perform the Office^ not to be 
perforih'd widlout Perfonai Rcfi- 
dence. And, if £l W^y cannot be 
found to da th6 Office, without Per- 
Ibhal Refidfenc'e, thefe will fee no foch 
Ihinjg as a Simple Benefice to be in- 
joy'4 whiW: the World ftahds; 

Now, then, far alitdfe more of ttifc 
Friars Balfam. 

it is true, fay thfe Canonifts, Thfc 
Benefce is given for the Office, ^ut 
the'QiJ5cie is only Repeating DMne 

Ser- 
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Service {a) ; however fome may have 
been apt to think it contains the 
Avhc^e Ecdefiafikal Duty. Now, 
thdre ate certain Hours, appointed 
\if the Caffoniy for the repeating This 
S^f^ki, call'd Cammkal Hours ; and 
th6 i«peating the Service at Heft 
Ffotrn ft fufficicnt, Where-ever it be 
R^eated. Originally, it is laid, the 
Beaefidaiy had us'd to repeat It in 
^AxtChutcht and before the Cmgre' 
gaiieny (which, indeed, is not impro- 
bable) but This is not at all neceflary 
now. For, now, if the Benefice be 
hi tr^limdy and the Beneficiary repeat 
die Service («), in a Low Voice, to Him- 
Wj at his Lodgings in London^ or at 
itacBatbi he performs the Office[a\ and 
is well Intitled to the Benefice. For 
the Benefice^ remember, is for the 
Office. 

^) tliftoirc <k Cone. <l« Trtntej par CtwraytTi 

F 2 The 
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The Reader, I doubt, will be apt 
to fmile, at the dextrous Application^ 
and wonderful EffeSls of this Balfam. 
But, I averr, if Two Benefices with 
Cure of Souls be not, by this Sort [a) 
of Reafoning, prov'd to be Compatible^ 
they muft for ever remain IncompOr- 
tible. For, the Praftice of Holding 
Two Benefices with Cure of Souls, 
whether in the Church of Romey or 
Church of England^ hath no better, 
nor honefter a Foundation. 

. I readily agree with the Defender 
of Pluralities^ that, " To imagine a 
" Clergyman ought in no wife to feek 
" his Own Temporal Good, or any 
" Increafq of his Poffeflions, is Fa- 
" natical Nonfenfe" But, I affirm, 
at the fame time, that. To imagine 
^ Clergyman may, Innocently, in 

{a) As io the Cafe of Unmst Cmmtndamst $cc. 

Any 
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^y wife, feek his Temporal Good, 
or increafe his Pofleifions, by virtue 
of a Difpenfation from the Pope^ or 
any Other Power, to Hold Plurality 
of Benefices with Cure of Souls, no 
otherwife made Compatible^ than by 
the above-mention'd Explication given 
by Obfequious Canmifisy is ^Pontifical 
Nonfenfe, And the P<?^^, with as much 
Propriety^ if not with lb lure EffeBy 
mi^t grant a Di^enfation to do 
Things Impojfibk, 

And if, in this cafe, the Prefent 
Clerk will be guilty of a Fraudy the 
Prefent Patron of a Second Benefice, 
if I miftake not, cannot well be ac- 
quitted of a Breach of Truji. The 
Patron, who, by divers mefne Con- 
veyances, is, at length, become feiz*d 
of the Founders Eftate, neither pur- 
chased the Glebey nor the Ttthes, 
Thefe continue, to this day, to be 

F 3 the 
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die Pounder's Charity 5 a Charity tq 
the Souk of Men; a Qharity ^v^q 
to promote the CJhriftiaa HeligioHi, 
and the Chriftian l^ife amongft Men; 
and, confequendy, of a Tendency tp 
promote the gfeateft Goofi to Mm, 
Temporal and Eternal And the 
Patron of the Benefice will do w^, 
to lode upon Himfelf as the Natural. 
^rufte$ of this Charity ; and to fep 
that it be not Pervertidi nor Aiuid^ 
left he difcourage 7?;>^ and fycrjF 
Qtber CoTt of Charity. 

Tliat, the Holding Two Benefice? 
^ith Cure c^ Souls, as now PraOij'd 
in the Church of England^ is Con^ 
trary to the Original Defign qi Fpw^ct 
dcrs in their Parcchial h^yfm^n% 
will ftifl forther appear, ifwpeoo- 
fidcr, Either, What was ^ Aici^^ 
yrafticc pF the ChtJrck iri this Ptrti^ 
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cular J Qiy wh^ the Aneiau Canpns, 
\^^Q fd^d;^ do dire<^. 

rphe y^iept Pradlice, fqUowing 
3^i(p^ tp t|ve l^ftitution of Parochial 
jpliqrches, xn^{l be fpppos'd to have 
lully Anfwerd the Deiign, or ^q havp 
P^paried |1^ le^ft from it. 

WiA reg3J^4 to the Amlent Pra- 
dice of the Church, Vathv ?q,ul tell? 
us, ^* That Eccjefjafjipal Pegreps 
" were not eft^bli/h'd, at their In- 
" STiTUTioN, on the fopt <>i jyignlr 
" ^Vj, Prerefttimmes^ Refomf^nces^ or 
" fiopqurs^ as tiiey are at this Day, 
^ ^1^4 l^aye been for many Ages, bujt 
" upo^ That of ^Jjif ISERIES an^ 
" Q^fic%s ; to wljidi St. ^aul gives 
^* dje Mi^gje ,9f La^^rs, in the jf^nj^ 
^? ^fe §s 7^f £7^/^ hath pair4 
^ TJ^efe ?yh>9 werp ^therewith Iijr 



^'' v^ed, Labourers.' 



F 4 " That 
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" Thatthofe, who were Appointed 
** to thefe Offices, were oblig'd to 
" difcharge them in their Own 'Per- 
^^ Jons ; nor, Abfenting themfelves 
" from them, could with Juftice 
" retain either the Title^ or the Pro- 
" fits of them.' ■ 

" That it is but fince the year 
" Seven-hundred^ that, in the Weftern 
" Church, Ecclefiaflical Minifiries 
" chang'd their Nature, and became 
** Degrees of Dignity and Honour^ 
** and Were bcftow'd as Recompencei 
*• of Services." 

" That, whereas before, the Exi- 
** gencies of the Churches only were; 
*' confider'd in Ecclefiaflical i^romo- 
" tions ; and only Perfbns Fit for the 
" Miniflerial Office were calFd to it; 
" now, thefe Degrees, thefe Dignities, 
" thefe Revenues were diftributed 
" according to the ^ality and Rank 
" of Perfbns : which gave rife to the 

<*Cuftoii\ 
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^ Cuftom of appointing to the Exer- 
** dfe of the Miniftry a Subjiitutey 
" who fliould charge himfelf with 
♦^ the Burthen of it." 

♦^ That this PihvSe. foon drew An- 
** ^/iS^r after it, which was, that the 
'^ Beneficiary net only believed him- 
" felf difchargd of the Z)«/y, but 
- difpmsd with fi-om Attending on 
** the Place, to fee whether the Sub- 
^* ^^Xit perform d'-^r 

** That the Grievance went fo far, 
" as to threaten the intire Deftruftioh 
♦' of the Ecclefiaflical Order ^ if the 
" ¥Qfes\i2A not remedied it, in part, 
" by Commanding ^<tPrelatei^ and 
♦' Other Priefis^ to Z//i;5 upon the 
** Place of their Benefices, which was 
♦* call'd Refideticey altho' they fhoulij 
" ftill caufe their Office to be exe^ 
f * cuted- by Peputies." 

** That the fame Obligation to Re- 
!* fide extended to die Camm aUb 

' ■ "of 

k ■ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



. 74 Pluralities Jni&JenfiiU. 

^* pf ColUgiaH Cjwrchf^j hujt, fbr 
<* ^ much as 7^^ were jiot piirticu'- 
** ji^rly jjaention d in die Pd^^/ Ift- 
<* jundion to 0/>5^r BeHcfieigrleg, t^ey 
«* b^ievf^ ^mfely^, Is^ tjj|s OmiiP 

^* An4 tJiat, feiri b#^!Ee eime 
^' due pgrnicioi^ and Peteftablc 
^VDifl5n<5ipn between Bpjijefees of 

«♦ Diftin<ftion ij^^tc^ifi^cl, ^ weU in 
^^ reaibning upo^ thg §Hlgffj9:» as in 
f* Prance, without a Bl«fl> lbr the 
** m^nj^ft Atfe^ity diere is, in 
^ rgQsiving a TjV/^, an^ a Sftkry^ 

^ withowJ a Z)^^^ (<?):** 

^* Than whidi fHilindian, it is 
^* certain, nathi^ is more Contrary 
^ to th? PuiMiTiVE Institution of 
** Benefices; fince it was never heard 
*' in Antiquity, that ./^ fijrt g£B^-^ 

(«) Hiftoire da Condle dfr Trente, par Qwe^yerj 
Lib.xp.?4i, 344* 343- 

f^ nefices 
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'^ appointiiig Some Pwti^ to b^ peiv 
** form*d. Aijd it would, [anciently^ 

^f Im^ bfpp loak'4 upw as 4 ithing 

<* pfOC^ gi tbf C^ytgh, witlwwt an 
^- Qkf^^m tP fev« it; and fljouU 
•" receive a Q^9my q( ^ff kind, 
*• &dy toUw nwie commpdwiiiJy 19 
f< Mobice, Pomp, or flc»[\im{^)y 

F^^er -PWi w WsTrotife of iS^T 
foes m^ R^vmtesy ^ TranilatecJ fcpni 

^JlSifliew by the l^eam^Mr.^M'w* 

iays«gwi. that, *^ thfiPoaor^ t^fm^r 
^' Mvsi" (mgWWig, J fijpppfe^the 

* «&i^ijffe, <»4 of »igl?^ y^ l^ner 

♦* |n(J^d, th^ «<»»W ;wot % pthcTr 

(<») C«uraytr*% Note upon |hc Place. 
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** wife, without giving the Lye to 
** all Antiquity {a)** 



« 



And again, That, ** As giving a 
Benefice^ for any Other Confider- 
** ation, than for the fake of the 
** Office^ (by which was underftood 
** Officiating in Per/on^) was unknown 
** to the Ancient Church ; fo Two 
** Offices were N&oer [ in the Ancient 
" Church] affign'd to One Man ; 
•' both becaufc of the Impoflibility 
" of performing them in two Places; 
** and, becaufe the performing One 
** Well^ was always Reputed by Holy 
** Men [ of the Ancient Church ] a 
^* Taik Sufficient : befides that there 
** are many Canons which refer to 
** Ancient Statutes, by which a Clerk 
^ cannot be Ordain'd to Iwo Titles, 
** nor Serve in 2w? Churches (^).' ' 

(<f) Treatife of Benefices and Revenues, P. 129. 
(*).?'. I3*» 133- 

And 
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And again, "That the Biihops 
" [ in after-times} proceeded to make 
** Plurality of Benefices G)mpatible^ 
" and confiftent with One Another, 
** with great Caution" ( for they knew 
they fhould give horrid Offence) 
" contenting themfdves with fajong, 
" That, in cafe a Benefice were not 
** fufficimt Xo Maintain the Incum* 
" bent, he might have y^/i&^ which 
^* was Con^atible;" (and with re- 
ferving to themfelves the Efiimation of 
what was lufiicientj) " but they never 
** had the Hardine^ to carry the Mat- 
" ter io far as to a Tiirdy or, even 
" to Two Benefices, if the fir ft were 
« Sufficient {a)r - 

To thefe Autoritics for the Ancient 
Pradice of the Church, let me add 
jvhat the Defender Himfelf hath ac- 

{«) Treat, of Ben. and Rev. P. 134. 

knowledg'd 
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knowledg'd in fe^^eral Parts of hii 

lie feyi [a}s ^ The Chitfcli had 
<< #g^def'd longiiniBej idiattke Cure 
^ isH Sduk it a ff^^f^ht^ Cjotnoati \ 
'^ ^uy£ great Dili^eme ou^ to lid 
<• Wd ki the iMihax^ cf it ; that 
« the Pcifefi «o wk)ni it is aanmit* 
« ttd 611^ to be CmtfJtrfamvsatmg 
^ his Fl&dt ; atid, acquainting him- 
« felf with die Nec^^m of k, mak€ 
>< (Donftniit i'^d^^^^ for them $ and» 
** hts^&m Oar j^mi^pkriU^s ba 
<( ^^id tip tM a&t^inioil of theif 
« OwilSingul4rWad<«lijhadlKre^'d 
^ Ihh Argument ieng before them. 
" And, for diis reafon, b^ the voft' 
" J^anf PraSiice of the Governors of 
" theChtnrch,*' [Anciemly^l ftippofe, 
he means) " it hath been provided^ 
** that V*itDt> ^opukm Parifhcs, have 

if) P, 34. 

« not 

I. 
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** not been committed to Cfe^Pfarfoni,'* 
From ^ence I conclude, that, ih the 
OpSnion of the Defender, it was not 
tgreeable to die Artcient Practice of 
die Chtirch, lior ought to be the 
FraidiGe of the Church at Aft;^ timc^ 
diat Twb Populous Pariihcs (hould 
be ccaoutiitted to the Care of Om€ 
Pkieih 

.^ain he fays (0], <* SKsmen, who 
'^ wrote about ^e ye^ 430^ d^mtie 
" it, as a Singularity in the Diocefe 
** kif -JH^andria^ t!ti&tj therein ^a- 
Hc&iai Ch^tches, (if I inay h call 
}hbit J^t^Ititry Churches before- 
t»ihaoh'd,} w«re appropriated, oir 
** ctomtiiitted tb/o tHarty fSxtbi^fxd 
** ^P¥^ters'* Frcsn wheiide I in- 
-^, that it \vrajs the Defigfk df the 
C&nV^tB, In th^ P^vifidn df ^ 
•Mdl^tetiAn^ ios die Pf&lbyt^i^ whb 
^O&ld ^dat£ %t ^e Chur<^es, 
r#; P. St. (whether 
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So pLtJRALiTiES IndefevfibU. 

(whether Parochial or Auxiliary) of 
this Diocefe, that they fliould be fo 
fix'd: And this Rule, taking place 
i[> early as 430, might be, then, a 
Singularity there ; which, in Procefi 
of Time, would be Common in every 
Diocefe, wherein y<?r<?ti6/W Churches 
Should be foimded. For they were 
founded earHer in One Part of the 
World, than in Another : Earlier in 
Itafyy than in France ; earHer in 
France^ than in England, 

Again he fays {a)y " It is not im- 
probable, that, about this tim^ 
the Duty of the Prefbyters b^an 
at Rome to be fac'd to certain 
" Churches ; but then, far from 
being fix'd in that Method and 
Order which now generally ob- 
tains ; Two Prefbyters were ap- 
*^ pointed to attend the Service of 
" Every. AuxiliaTj or Parifh Church 
(-) P- 54. "in 
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PliUkALiTiEs Indefenfibk, %t 

"' iii the Cityr With refpeft to the 
Tirfl Part of this, I obferve, that if 
Sozomen had been then living, diid 
had khoWrt it, he Would have thobght 
this Praftice not {o Singula^, as before; 
and, being a thing quite right itt 
itfelf, have conjedur'd, it would, in 
time, be General With refpeft to 
the Secondy I anfwef. That Patifh 
Churchfes in thfe CV/y, haviiig in thetti, 
{Jrobably, a greater ntimbet of Sbtils, 
it was thought lit, that Tw^oPrefbyters 
fhould be appointed to Every (o large 
a Cure, lince One would not hQ/uf- 
Jieient: Which, I take Leave to fay, 
is quite a different thing from Ond^ 
Prieft being appointed to the Service 
of Two Churches. 






And, agairi, he fay^ (^), " In <;on- 
lequence of the general Defign of 
fupplying the Religious Occafions 

(a) P. 1 1 8. 

G "of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S2 ViMViMjirizs Indefenjible. 

" of Every Parifli, it was thought no 
**^ lefs unlawful^ for One Prieft alone 
" to manage the Cure of too great a 
" Parifli, than to hold Two Bener 
" fices." Which, fure, is a CoHcef- 
fipn, that, antiently^ the holding 7ae?<? 
Benefices by One Prieft was thought 
u^awful I " and therefore, (continues 
" he,) ia Pariflies of very great Ex- 
" tent, Two Priefts, or More^ i^tre 
*^ Ordain'd to the Cure, or, required 
" to attend the conftant Service, of 
" 0«^ Church.'* 

What, then, fliall m^ fay to. the 
Holding Two Benefices with Cure of 
Souls, as /tow praBis'd in the Chtirch 
of England f Nothing hinders, but 
that the Two Pariflies lubmitted to 
the fingle Care of One Prieft, may 
Both be of very great Extent 5 and 
have very Numerous Congregations 
belonging to themj and, to mend 

the 
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riie Matter, may be diftant from 
each other 30 ComputedMik&'y which> 
iS Meafurdy may be near as many 
more; and which, ir the Meafiire 
fliouid not exceed the Computation, 
make it neceflary, that One of them 
fhould be ferv'd by a Subfiitute\ 
who, if he do All the Duty in the 
beft manner, will deferve the Whok 
Revenue. And, if the Pluralift, for 
three Months («), Do the Duty Him- 
Jelf in the Parifh, where he doth Not 
generally Refide, (as the Defender 
faith the Statute injoins,) He muft in 
tiie fame jneafure, NegleB the Duty 
for three Months, in thePari(h where 
he Doth generally Refide. I con- 
clude, theii. If the Anttent Pradice 
of the Church be any Evidence of 
the Original Dejtgn of Founders in 
their Parochial Indowments, that 
the Holding Two Benefices with 

(«) p. 161, 162. 

G 2 Cure 
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Cure of Souls, as now pradis'd in 
the Church of England^ is Contrary 
to their Defign. 

In the next place, let us fee, What 
the Antient Canons^ and Capitular 
Conftitutiens hereto relating, do dired ; 
together with the Defender's Remarks 
Upon them. 

" The Antknt Canons^ faith the 
" Defender [a)^ forbid a Prieft to 
" quit the Service of that Churchy or 
" Diocefe^ wherein he firft received 
" Orders ; which made it Unlawful 
** for him to Execute his Office in 
" ^isoo feveral Diocefes." Very well. 
But the Two Benefices held by One 
Prieft, as now pradlis'd in the Church 
of England^ may be in Different 
Diocefes ; and frequently are fo; and 
the Pluralift may hereby become 

{a) P. 120, 121. 

fubjea 
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fubje<ft to Divers Bimops ; and a Bi- 
fliop of Om Diocefe may hold a 
Benefice in Another ^ in Comtnendam 
with his Bifhoprick ; and become fub- 
jeft to the Bifliop of y^w/zS^r Diocefe: 
Things in Themfelves-^^r^/; and 
as Contrary to the Original Dejign of 
Patrons in their Parochial IndQW-* 
ments, as Light to Darknefs, 

To thefe Canons, the Defender 
luppofes (^?), This Capitular to refer. 
" A Clerk may not officiate iq Two 
" Cities, \i. e, in Two Diocefes^ nor 
" an Abbot have more Monafteries, 
" or Cells." And then obferves, that, 
" the Latter Part of This, which for- 
*' bids Plurality of Abbies to be held 
" by One Abbot, was confonant to 
" the fixft Inftitution and Defign of 



{4) p. 121. Ni»» liceat Clerico in duabus civitatibut 
miniflrare j ntc Abbatibus plura Monajleriat aitt 
Cellas habere. 



G 3 « their 
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' wery Prefiyter ought to have m 
more than OneChurch(tf):*' which 
ihews, as I humbly conceive, that 
Bolygamj is not more founded in 
Juewdnefs^ tjian Plurality is fpundf 4 
in-Auarice. 

" The fame, he adds, may be 
*' found in the Conftitutions of He- 
rardui Archbifhop of Tours^ madq 
in the year 858. cap. 49." and 
then obferves, " Thefe Canons are all 
** expr^fled in general Terms ; as 
" Provifions made againfl any Corr 
*' niptions are wont to be : yet no 
^' more is intended to be forbidden, 
*' than wjiat is, in truth* Unlawful 
" or Inconvenient {If)" To lyhich I 
tak? the Jvibprty tp r^jply, That, ifs^ 

(a) ^iaj fcut fusfkue SacuJarts nan amplius ^uam 
Unam haiere de%e^ Uxorctn'; ita ^ uhufyuifyue 
Preshyter non amplius quam Unam hakere debet 
pcclcfiam. ' . 

{h) P. 121, 122; 

Second^ 
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Second be forbidd«i by the hofWy a 
Second is Unlawful ; and, if due Care 
cannot: fb well be taken of Two by 
One Prieft, a Second is Incorwenient. 



ec 



tt 
« 
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All thefe Canons, fays the De- 
fender {a)f are beft explain'd by Re- 
*' gino, who, about a 100 years after, 
" colleded the Canons of the Church 
and Capitular Conftitutions then 
recgiv'd and pradlisM. In Him 
this Prohibition of Plurality is thus 
related [b). As a Bijhop cannot 
have morejthan One City, nor an 
*' Hujbandtmre than One Wife \fo nei- 
** ther aPrieJi more than One Church. 
" Let no Prieji therefore prefume to 
*• hold More Churches-^ unlefs be hath 
" Other Priejls (or Curates) uTider him 

(a) p. laa. 

{b) Shut Efifcofus Twn plus fptefi b«heTe <jitam Unaop 
Civitateni, & Vtr Unam Lfxorctn ; ita Presbyter 
Unam taptum Ecclefiam. Jtaaue nullus Presbjiter 
frafumat plures habere Ecdeuas, nifi forte, alin 
freibjterit frb ft in tma^afHe Ufartim babeat. 
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«' in (a) Every om of thofi Cburchi^* 
Well 1 and may a Prieft then have 
^ many Churches as hit pleafes, pro- 
vided he fubftitutes as many Curates 
to take care of them ? Is it after 
this manner that the Canons made an 
hundred years before, are beft ex- 
plain' d ? Ah Regino I Will any Man 
living believe, that 'fbis Explkation 
of the Canons is agreeable to the /»- 
tention of them, when made an hun- 
dred Years before, and when no fucb 
Explication was added to them ? Or, 
will he not rather think, that, in an 
hundred years time, great Corruptions 
were gotten into the Church in this 
refped, and that this IntereJIedln^i- 
pretatibn of them is made to favour 
th<^e Corruptions ? ; Tiefe Canons 
may be beft explain'd by Regino to 
fuit the Purpofe of the Defender of 

(a) Even negitu doth not allow « Prieft to hold Cm- 
tigima Livings without, a Curate. 

Plura- 
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Pluralities ; but, I fliould think them 
better explained, by the i ph Canon 
ctf the ithird Ccttmdl of Lateran in 
1179, when Corruptions of this kind 
were ftill further advanced. Thus 
faith the Canon («). 

" For as much as fomey fetting no 
*' Bounds to their Avarice^ indeavour 
" to get divers Ecckfiaftical Digni- 
" tiesy and many Parijh Churches^ 
** contrary to the Inftitutions of the 

*' Sacred Canons^ That this be not 

" done for the future^ we firiSily in^ 

^^ join^^ (declaring the Inftitu- 

tion to a Second Benefice to be void) 
** becaufe the Ambition offome Priejis 

{a) S^ia nomul/iy moditm Avuritite non ponenter, Ji- 
gnitatet diverjas Ecdefiafikat^ ^ flmret ^cclefitif 
Parochiales, contra Saerorum damnum Infiituta vi» 
tuntur acqmrere —ne id de cater o fiat, difiriffive 
mhihemus (dcclart(]g tbe Inftitution to a Second Be- 
nefice to be void ) — ^ia in tantum jatit froce0t 
futrundam jimiitio, ut non duat vtl tref, fed fix 
aut plureSy perhiheantur habere j cum nee duabus poj- 
fmt debitam frovifiinem imprvdert. 

« hath 
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" hath proceeded fo far, as that they 
" are reported to ha'ue not Two or 
" Th'ee, but Six or more Churches, 
*'' when, at the fame time, they cannot 
" take Due Care even ofTwo^ 

** At this time, fays the Defender, 
" many Clergymen poflefled Six or 
" more Benefices, and their Rapa- 
*' cioufnefs gave occafioh to the Canon, 
" which, for that reafon, none will 
" deny to have been Neceffary^ 
From whence I argue. That, if none 
will deny a Canon, reftraining Rapa^ 
cioufnefs to be Neceflary, None will 
deny a Canon reftraining a Pro-r 
grefs to Rapacioufnefs, to have been 
neceflary. Nemo repente fuit Turpif- 
Jimus. A Perfbn holding a Second 
Living, is Turpis ; holding a Third, 
Turpior; holding a Fourth, TurpiJJl- 
mus. For, tho' He, who proceeds to 
greater Plurality, may fcem to have 

advanc'd 
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^dvanc'd in ftill greater Degrees of 
Turpitude^ yet, fince the Morality of 
Adiions fo greatly depends upon the 
Intention of the Moral Agent, He that 
hath FouTy is as Rapacious as he that 
hath Forty ; for, to be fore, he Would 
have Forty y if he Could. And, that 
he hath as yet no more than i*Jwr, 
is, becaufe he hath not had Oppor- 
tunity ^ or Intereft to get a greater 
Number. And now, doth not the 
Defender obferve, that This Canon, 
which he allows to have been necej- 
Jaryy provides not only againft Rapa- 
cioufnefs, but againft all Pro^r^ to it 
alfo, declaring Infiitution to a Second 
Benefice to be Void\ and affirming, 
I'hat One Prieji cannot take Due 
Care of Two Churches f To fay, that, 
as One Layman "<tcan have but One 
Wife, fo a Prieft can have but One 
Church, is, as I before obferved, not. 
a Reafon, but an lllujlration in behalf 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



V 



$4 PLURALiTiEa Indefenfihie. 

of Singularity. But, to fay, That i. 
Prieft fbould have but One Church, 
becaufe he cannot take Due Care oi 
if wo, is not an Ingenious Illufiration^ 
but a Solid Reafm* 

" This Canon, adds the Defen- 
** der {a) not taking its defired Ef* 
" fed, the famous Qanon of the 4th 
*' Lateran Council, held under Pope 
*' Innocent in the year. 1215. was 
" made, wherein, after a Recital of 
*' the Precedent Canon, it is de- 
** creed (^)," Tbat^whoever Jhall accept 
any Benefice having the Cure of SouU 
annex d, if he bad before fuch a Beni'" 

{a) P. 124. 

{h) Ut i^uicunque receperit ali^uod Beneficlum haietUt 
curam aniwarum annexam, ft prius tali Beneficium 
ohtinehtftj l?o fit, jure ipfi, privatas j ^ [i forte illud 

retinere contenderit ^ alio^iam Jpolietur. Hoc idem 

in TerfonatibMS decernimus obfirvandum -y addeutely 
tit in eadem Ecclijia fiullut plures Dignitatet aitt 
Perjofiatus habere pr<efui>iizt, etiamji curam non ha' 
beaitt anitharum. Cirf<» Subliitics w»eM e^Literataf 
ferfonas-, qute M»joribus ptnt Beneficiis honorandtey 
turn ratio pofiulaverity per Sedem jSpoftolicam poter^ 
d'fpenj'ari. ibid. 

fice, 
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ficey l0t him be deprwd of it {d) 
jure ipib ; and^ if by chance be fhall 
contend to hold it, let him be deprivd 
of the Other alfo. — The fame we Decree 
to be Obferud in (b) Parfonages, add- 
ing, that in the fame Church no one 
prefume to hold many Dignities of 
ParfonageSy e^oen tho they have not 
the Cure of Souls belonging to them. 
However, concerning Sublime and 
Learned Perfons, who are to be ho- 
nour d with Greater Benefices, when 
Reafon Jhall require, there -may be a 
Difpenfation granted by the Apoftoli" 
cal Bee, 

Hypocrify is now gotten into the 
Seat of Religion. By the Firfl Part 



(«) ». e. The Firft is adlually Void to all lofents and 
Purpofes, aod the Patron (without ejfpeding No- 
tice from the Ordinary) muft Prefent wiihin Sijt 
Months to prevent the Lapfe. There is no Need 
of any Procefs to Out the Incumbent, for he is 
already Out Ipjo Jure. 

(*) Dignities in Collegiate Churches. 

of 
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of This Canon, there feems to be" 
rather a Greater G^ncern for the In- 
terefts of the Chureh of Chrift, than 
in any of the Foregoing : By the 
Laifer, the Good, that, in Appear- 
ance, was Intended by the Conncil, 
is fniftrated. I fay, that, in Appear- 
ance^ was intended ; for, to be fure, 
nothing lefs, in Reattty^ was Intended 
by the Maj^ty of This Council, than 
what was pretended to be the Er^ of 
their Meeting. For the Canon of the 
Third Lateran Council, here recited, 
was> of Itfelf.i folly fufficient to have. 
Reftrain'd the Avarice and Ambition, 
of Men difpos'd to be Pluralifts. 
Neither is it faid, that This Rule was 
any way liable to Evajiony thro' any 
Unfitnefs or Obfcurity of the Terms 
in which it was exprefled. Neither 
is That Part of the Prefent Canon, 
which pretends more efFedually to 
reftrain from Plurality, better Worded. 

But, 

4 
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But, whatever might Appear to the 
Carelefsy or the Witlefs Part of the 
Council, the true Defign of the 
AElive^ and Artful^ and Interefted 
Part of it was, to take off the Re- 
ftraint, which the former Council had 
laid upon the Clergy by a Canm^ ' 
which could not have been tranf- 

m 

greflcd whilft there remained a Proper 
Discipline in the Church. * The Rule 
decreed by the Fourth Later an Coun- 
cil, whilft it is General^ is as good 
as that of the Third : But the Power 
given to the Pope to Difpmfe with 
it, Deflroyd the Rule. 

» 
Here is the fifft Appearance, if not 
of Difpenfingy yet of an Authorit v 
to Difpenfe with the Holding more 
Dignitiesy or moi:e Benejkes with 
Cure of Souls, than One. The Coun- 
cil grant the Power of Difpenfing to 
the Pope, when Reafon fhall require. 

H T>c 
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Th<s Pope, then, is to be the Judgp, 
]^j!,gn Reafon requires. But, left he 
fhould judge, that Reafon doth require, 
when it doth not require, it is inti- 
mated to him, in the Camtty that he 
may grant a Di%enfati<Mi to Sublime 
and Learned Peribns only, who are to 
be honourjd with Greater Benefices. 
But, then, He is to be the Judge, 
Who is SubHme and Learned. And 
ivho can tell better ? Or, if He lOtms 
nothing of the Matter, He may be 
Told, And nobody, fure, would go 
to Impofe upon the 'PepeP But, if 
any one fliould be fo hardy as to 
Attempt it, yet, he would not Succeed, 
For the Pope hath an Infallible Rule 
whereby to know Mens Merit {a), 

U) — des Difpenfes des Papes, qui ne fe refufent 
* jamais a quiconque Ics rechercfee dune aroune 
inaniere, qui felt tout obtenir a Erne. Hijt. <U 
Cm. dt Tttnte, p. 343- JfT/'f r*"' . „,^ 
At theCourt of 'Rome., Difpenfations were pro- 
mifcuoufly granted, without any Other Defign than 
that of geuiui Money. Def. of Plur. p. la?- 

For, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PtURALiTiES IndefenfiHe, 99 

For, if a Perfbn hath 'Money where- 
wkh to Vurchafi a Dilpenfation, he 
catmotr fail of being Either Sublime> 
Or Learned : Nor, if he hath a great 
deal of Money, of being Bath Sublime, 
And Learned. And Men» who have 
a great deal of Money, will be fbr- 
w£tfd enough to part with Some of it^ 
tliat they may be So efteemed: fco: 
they Purdiafe to themfelves, at once, 
^taXxx Frefermenty and a better Cha" 
r(0er^ 

l/Tith what Equity the Pope will 
proceed in the Exercife of This Power, 
may be feen, by toQ Ambiguity of the 
Terms in which it is convey'd. " Con- 
" ccrning Sublime and Learned Per- 
*^ fcns, who are to be Honoured with 
** Gfr<3/er Benefices, there^mayb&a 
" Di^cnfation granted by th^ A^ 
'"^ flolical Seer 

H 2 Ii^ 
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In the firft place, the Word Sublime^ 
of which the primary Import is, %4 
raifed^ elevqted, lofty ^ is an ambiguous 
Term, and may fignify Ferfons in 
High Station, of Noble Family, or of 
Great Charader for fome Excellence 
or other of Any Sort. The Word 
Learned^ is not reftrain'd to any 
j^^a^x of Learning, or Degree erf" it, 
And the Term Greater y if it be not, 
in It/el fy an Ambiguous Term^ yet, 
by the Interpretation which hadi been 
piit upoff it, is found to h^So. Na- 
turally, it can mean no more than, 
of greater Value ; and, ii^ under- 
ftood,:no Antipluralifi denies it to 
be reafonable, diat Perfbns Eminent 
for their ^ality not debas'4 by Ignoi 
ranee or Impiety ; or, for their Learn- 
ing not rendered infignificant by their 
Immorality, or Indifcretion, fliould 
be Honour'd widi Greater Benefices. 
^ : Neither, 
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Neither, So underftood, was there 
any Occafion for a Dilpenfation to 
Honour ^em therewith : for, as yet, 
there never had been a Canon made 
to exclude them from His Honour. 

What was granted, in iTiis Council, 
to the Pope, was a Power to Difpenfe 
with the Rule againft Plurality of 
Dignities, or Benefices with Cure of 
Souls, in favour of Sublime and 
Learned Perlbns. When, therefore, 
a Difpenfation is requifite for the 
honouring Sublime and Learned Per- 
fons with Greater Benefices, it will 
be concluded, that, by Greater Be- 
nefices, is to be underftood, a Great 
M?;^ Benefices. And yet, poffibly, 
if, inftead of the Term Greater-^ Great 
Many had been fubftituted in the 
Form Propofed to the Council for 
their Affent to it, the Power to Dif- 
penfe with the Rule againft Plurality, 
H 3 might 
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might not have been fo cafily granted. 
Be this as it may. Here is a Manifeft 
jimbiguity in die Decree. And, the 
P(^ if he did not Procure it, is to 
Interpret it. And, to be Hire, if tfc 
knows what he Likes Himfelfy he 
knows, for certain, how it is to be 
Underjiood, In This he cannot Err. 
In This every body will allow Him to 
be indeed Infallible. 

The defender of Pluralities fup- 
pofes, That, before this fowth La-^ 
teran Council, the Bijho^s had a 
Power of granting Difpenfation to 
hold Plurality ©f Benefices with Cure 
of Souls, widiin their re^)ed:ive Dio- 
eefesy and diat their whole Power 
lierdn was Transferred to the 'iPcpe 
by that Council (aj. 

On the contrary, I have obferv*d, 

that, tho*, in the firft Inftitution of 

{a) R 123. Churches, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Pluralities Indefenfibk. 103 

Ciiurches, the ^^&0^f might, if they 
had pleaiedy have committed the 
Care of Two Churches to One Pref* 
byter, as, probably, they committed 
a Great many to Every Itinerant 
Prieft ; yet, This is not to be call'd a 
Difpenfaticmy as this Term implies. a 
Licence to Depart from a General 
Rule ; but a Dir^ion^ from a Supe- 
rior, to ^urfue the Rule already 
injoin'd to be Obferv'd. It was a 
Rule with the Bifhop, Before Indowr 
ments were given for Refidence, to 
diroft his Emi£aries from the Ck>llege 
of P'riefts, to go thro' frich a Part of 
his Diocefe, and to Preach and Offh 
date in fuch Churches, as they found 
intrufted to their Care in the pre- 
fcribed Courfe of their Miniftration, 
^fter Churches had been Itidvmd 
with Maintenance for Refident In- 
cumbents, the Bifliop had no Power 
to grant to Om Prieft a Di^enfation 

H 4 to 
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to Hold I'moo of 7})efe, whofe Indow^ 
ments were Sufficient to maintain Two 
Priefts ; nor, havmg once Confentedy 
that the WMe Profits, arifing within 
die Limits of Each Parifli, fhould 
accrue to the Sole Ufe of the Incum- 
bent, who fhould therein Perfonally 
Rejidey could He have Exercifed fuch 
a Power without Fraud. 

The Defender faith (a)^ " It is 
" eafy to obferve, that the greater* 
" Part of the Canons and Conjiitu- 
" tions of Our Church, before the 
" Norman Conqueft, are taken out 
" of the Ancient Capitulars of the 
** Church and Kings of France^ 
And He faith alfo (b), « That, by the 
♦* Capitular of Ludovicus Pius^ in the 
" year 8i6, it was committed to the 
" Care of the Bilhops, that Every 
" Church (hould be Supplied by a 

(<?) P. 63. {b) p. 123. 
-•' « Prieft 
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" Prieft of its Own, ulfi id facuhas 
" permiferit i"i. e^ Where-ever there 
was a Sufficient Indomtnent for the 
Maintenance of a Rejident Prieft : 
which is "very conlifteftt, even with 
the CmtraSi for Refidence, in Indow- 
ments. For if, by Multiplication of 
Churches (a)^ upon ^Promisd Refi- 
dence, Parifhes grew to be of Small 
Extent, and the Profits thence arifing 
Small, 7w(7 of These might well be 
* United for the Maintenance of On& 
Prieft, when. Separately taken Care 
of, they could not Maintain 'Two 
Priefts. This was agreeable to the 
End the reipedive Patrons had in the 
Indowment of Each ; for, otherwife, 
Neither of the Churches would have 
had Any Refident Prieft. 

The Defender faith again (b )y 
" That, in Time, through the Ne- 

\a) P. 96. 98. (i) P. 113- 

** gligence 
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*< gUgmce pf the Bifhops, fuch a 
^ plurality orept into ^ Church, as 
<< ought not to be permitted ; and 
" that, againft iTfisy a Camn was 
" made, in the Third* hateran 
" Council, in the year 1 179." 

Now, by 'this Canon it appears, 
that the Holding Vtwo Benefices with 
Cure of Souls, was contrary to Pre^ 
ceding Canons, and, conicquendy, (Itch 
Power, as the Defender fiippofes the 
Bifhops to have Had, and Exerds'd, 
mufl have b«en Ufurfd^ if they had 
it at all. But, he faith, ** This Faulty 
" Plurality crept into the Church by. 
" the Negligence of the Bifhops; '* 
whereas, if they had had Any ^f- 
fenjing Power, it would have been 
attributed to the Abuse of 'that 
Power. When therefore the Defender 
affirms That Power to have been 
Transferr*d from the Bifhops to the 

Popey 
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PopBy in die Fouith Later an Council, 
Thefe Things can no otherwife be 
reconciled, tian, by fuppofing that, 
Before this Council, the Pope had 
Ufurfd a Power to grant Difpenfo' 
tiomXo\\iM. Plurality, and, by the 
Plenitude of it, affumed without the 
Authority of An^ Council, had Com- 
manded the Bifhc^ to Injiitute the 
Clerks who had purchasd Difpenfa- 
tions at the Court of Rome ; which 
they, thro' Fear of Opposing, arc 
accufed of Negligence in Admitting : 
And that, afterwards, die Pope, by 
Management, got This Power CSw- 
fimid to him by the Fourth Council 
of Lateran, 

And now you have the whole 
Story. The Pious Founders of 
Churches never Dreamt of a Power, 
in any Future Age, to Difpenfe with 
their PTilU and J^eeds of Gift made 

in 
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in favour of ReEgion from ^y 
Quarter, much lefs from Churchmen. 
The BiJhopSy if they had ever Exer- 
cis'd fiich a Power, muft have done 
it without Any Autority except That 
of the Pope, who, as yet, had no 
fuch Autority given him by Any 
Council, And the Granting fuch Au- 
tority by the Council of Lateran to 
the ApofioUcal See was fo far from 
being confiftent with the Firfl Defign 
of the Foundation and Indowment of 
Parochial Churches, that it was not 
confiftent with Piety, Prudence, Mo- 
rality, Humanity, or Common Senfe ; 
nor with any Other Defign than That 
of the Pope to reward Services, to 
create Dependences, to enrich Favo- 
ritesy and to get Money to Himfelf 
for the Grant, and to his Officers for 
the Injiruments of Difpenfation : And 
to the Exercife of This Power chiefly, 
is to be Imputed all the Irreligion 

which 
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which at this Day appears throughout 
the whole Chriftian World. 

The Defender pretends, that, not 
only the Power oli Granting 'Plurality 
was Ufur^d from the Bifhops, but 
the Power alfo of l^ifpenfing with 
Refidence (a). Whereas, 'this alfo is 
a Power, which the Bifhops never 
had in the Defenders Senfe. 

As there could not but, Some- 
dmes, be Juft Occafions of the Incum- 
bent*s Temporary Abfence from liis 
Cure, Whether for the Recovery of 
his Health", Or to attend a Suit at 
Law ; Or for any Other reafonable 
Caufe; fo, it could not but be Proper, 
that, on every fuch Occafion, he 
fhould acquaint his Ordinary with it, 
who Judging the Occajion to be 
Reafofiable, might allow of his Ab- 

(«) P, 126. 

fence 
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fenee for % T^me ijiat was^ alfb 
Reafbnable* 

Now «he AWcncc of a EMKgwit In- 
cumbent from hk Qire^ ^ Qccaiian 
of it being Real, and not j^ffeOedy 
and for a Lkik Time onljr, is by no 
means Incontinent with Tha^ Reii'- 
<ience, y^di die Ot^nal Founde» 
of Churches Intended^ by Indow* 
ments, to fecure. But, to Dtfpenfe 
with the Incumbent's Refidence at One 
Church IndoVd with fui&icnt Afein^ 
tenance, whilft he Refikd at Another 
h Lidow'd, in order to Intitle him to 
the Revenues of Both, contrary to the 
Jftfentiony as well of the Founder of 
7%aiC}mrchy at which he 25o/<6 Re- 
fide, as of the Founder of Thaf, at 
which he DofJb Not, is a Pbwer which 
the Bifhops never Mady nor could rea- 
fonably Clmniy nor bcnefily Exercifey 
fi-om the Time of th^ir Ineourage* 

zaent 
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ment to the Lai^ to Build and hdaw 
Churches in this Kingdom, to this 
Day. But Difpea&dons £or P&tra- 
lifyy and Nofirrefidence^ came bath to- 
gedierfix)mtheP^; and are found- 
ed in 7<^er^; and fo much of this 
Power as is exercised by Troteftants in 
this Kingdom, io much of Popery is 
by Them retain'd in This Kingdom : 
And erf" Popery fo much worfe than 
the Doctrine of Tran/ubfiafaiatien^ as 
That which is Naughty is worfe than 
That which is Nonfenfe» 

The Defender owns, («) « That 
" the Power of Difpenfing with Ph- 
" ralitiesy fince the Coundl of Lch 
" tetany and, afterwards, with Nen^ 
" rejiekftcey was ill plac'd in the ^Sic 
'* of Rome; bccawfe thereby In- 
" jury was done to all Other BiihopiF, 
^* and a Door was open'd to gicat 

(«> p. ia«. 

«Cor- 
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" Corruptions":' But, No Body ever 

" thought it Unreafonable ^\2i\.Such 

" a Power fhould be lodg'd Some- 

** where" 

' Now, ^^ Defender is again Mif- 
taken. For, I think it very Unrea- 
fonable^ that Such a Power fhould be 
lodg'd Any-mhere. Nor do I behevc 
there is a Perfon in the Kingdom, not 
Interefted in the Dilpute, and Capa- 
ble of ^Judging of it, who is of a 
different Opinion. 

I think it moft Reafonable^ that, in 
the General, the Clergy fhou'd be 
contented with Single Benefices ; and 
that they fhou'd be oblig'd thereon 
to Refde-, fince, it is certain, fo 
much was Intended by the Patrons of 
the Indowments : And that, if they 
could not have depended upon This 
EffeSi of their Liberality, they would 

not 
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not have been lb Liberal And» 
fince it may be forefeen, \\^at Ex- 
ceptions to x!tus General Ruky in the 
prefent Circumftances of the Church, 
may be fometimes Reafinable^ I think 
it much better, that ilefe fhould be 
Exprefsd^ together with the Rule^ 
than that it fhould be left to the Dif- 
creticnt of any Man Living, of how 
great Wifdom or Probity foever, to 
determine in What Inflances, Plura- 
lity is keafonable. Becaufe the PTifer 
and Bmer any Man is, the lefs he 
will defire a Thing of this Nature 
jbouldhc left to his Difcretion, know- 
ing the Difficulties he will find in 
Determining according to his Own 
Jtidgment 'y and becaufcj a Perfon 
of Wifdom and Probity in any Sta- 
tion, may be fucceeded by One who 
hath Neither ; and who will have, 
in his DifcretioHary JDeterminations, a 
greater Regard to the Advancement of 

I his 
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his Own Relations, and Dependents; 
of Perfons Favoured by Himfelf^ or 
Recommended ta his Favour by 
Others^ than to the /j^/^r^j of Reli- 
gion ; and hereby a Door will be 
frequently Open'd to, or rather never 
fihutagainft. Corruptions. Wherea^ 
if a Law was made perpetually to 
oblige to Singularity and Rejidence^ 
except in the Exprejfed Cafes, it could 
be no Injury to the Ordinary, that 
he was reftrain'd from breaking it 
It would be a Benefit to a Virtuous 
Prelate, that he could, in this relpoEl, 
have no Temptation to Struggle with ; 
and, to a Vicious ont^ that he could 
have None to Comply with; and to 
the Church of Chrift, that it would 
no longer be expofed to Obloquy and 
Cenfure by the exceptionable Conduft 
of its Own Clergy. 

The 
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The Defender may fay, There is 
an AA of Parliament already, which, 
if it doth not Exprefs^ What Bemfices 
m^y be held in Plurality, Declares, 
however. What Perfoni may hold any 
Two of them, and cite the 21. of 
H. 8. Which having given Him entire 
Satisfa<aion, he may Admirey that / 
alfo cannot be fatisfied with it. 

Why, fome People are more eafily 

i^tisf^ed than others 1 do Own, I 

^m not fatisfied with />, nctf with 
any Part of it I don't like One 
liine of it. And, I flatter myfelf^ 
wh^n I fhall have Defcanted upon it 
a little, I {hall not be Alone in my 
Utter Piflike of it. I fay, I doti't like 
One Liije of it. There are feveral 
Liims in it, that Condemn Pluralities 
i^ general. What, do not I like 
'fhofef No. I do not hkc even Thofe, 
I % for 
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for the Hypocrify there is in them. 
For, they do not Mean the Thing 
which they. Prettnd^ any more than 
the Conftitution of the Fourth La* 
teran Council, on the Model of 
which This Adl of Parliament was 
Founded. 

The 21. of jy. 8. Condemns Plu- 
ralities in general ; Allows of None 
without a Difpenfation ; Allows of no 
Difpenfation without a Salification y 
and then Admits of So Many Quali- 
fications, as that all the Benefices in 
the Kingdom, above the Ordinary 
Value of Curaciesy may be held in 
Plurality. And, the requifite Qualifi- 
cations are fo eafily to be obtain'd, 
that Every Clerk, who, by his Learn- 
ing, is capable of Injlitution into One 
Benefice with Cure of Souls, may, 
whenever he hath Occafion, without 
any Greater Merit, get a Qualifica- 
tion 
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tion to hold a Second, If, therefore, 
the Adt, Condemning PluraHties in 
general, did Mean to Reftraih any 
One Clergyman in the Kingdom from 
holding Two Benefices with Cure of 
Souls, who fhould have Intereft 
enough to get T*wo Prefentations, yetj 
it hath made fo many Exceptions^ as 
utterly to defeat its Own Intention, 
For, tho' there may be many more 
than Double the Number of Benefices 
in this Ifland to the Salifications^ 
yet, I fuppofe, there are not more 
than Double the Number of Such Be- 
nefices, as can make it worth Any 
Clergyman's while to ^alify Him- 
felf for a Difpenfation to hold Iwo of 
them. To What Purpofe, then, is 
the Penalty of the Statute^ that, if a 
Second Benefice be taken without 
Difpenfation, it ihall Void the Ftrjif 
For, the fame Appetite that Covets a 
I 3 Second 
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Second^ is ever awake to fecufe thtt 
Firfl by Difpenfation. 

The 2i.of iJ. 8. is not, then, ah 
A(9: of Parliament that will fatisfy 
Me. J want an Ad to Repeal This 
Ad, ( if the Ad of Uniformity , hath 
iiot Virtually already done it,) and to 
Dired a Survey to be taken of all the 
ijivings in the Kingdom, and of 
their Prefent Yearly Value, bond fide ; 
and a hi ft to be made of fuch, as, 
by reafon of their Small Value, and 
'Neamefs to Each Other, may moft 
Conveniently be held together by One 
Beneficiary ; and to Appoint Two dF 
'%efe only to be held ih Pkralify ; 
and Expreflly Which Two ; anji even 
*fhefe Two, for no longer a Time, 
than, till they fliall Both be Aug- 
inented to a fpecified Value by R&yMy 
ox Oth& iBourity ; i^ the^, again, to 

bQ 
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be Divided; and to be Incapable of 
being held together any more. 

There is no other Poflible way of 
Anfwering the Original Defign of Pa- 
trons in their Inftitution and , Indow- 
ment of Parochial Churches : a De- 
%n, furely, to be ftridly attended 
to, and gready regarded by Clergy- 
men^ in Every Light in which it can 
be confider'd. 

It was a Defign to Homur God 

with; a Portion of their Subftance, by 

t^e Advice, and at the Inftance of 

>ivor^y Men in the Minifterial Office, 

wh.6 righdy tau^t them, by this 

means, to derive a Blefling • from 

Heawen upon ail they Had befides. 

It -was a Defign fp promote A^/y and 

Virtue in the Woild, which fo na- 

turaiUy lead to the Pr^ent ^jadr^Futun 

Happinefs of Man^d^ % a Handing 

-. I 4 Minifiry^ 
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Minijiry^ . who fhould dedicate theifc 
whole Timcy and Pains^ and Skill to. 
the Inftruding and Improving Men in 
Chriftian Knowkdge, the Only Foun- 
dation 0/"True Piety and Virtue. Ilj 
was a Defign to Provide for the 
Sacred Order a Gomfortable, and a 
Reputable Maintenance^ at once to 
Incourage Fitnefs in thefe Men for 
their High Office, and to Reward iti 
a Defign, therefore, which they can- 
i^ot Difappoint without /;%f//V,^ j with- 
out Confinting^ if not Conirivingy that 
God fliall be Lefs Hmourd\ without 
being the Occafion^ that the Good 
Intended ftiall be done in a more 
perfunBory and defeSiive manner than 
tf^as intended; without Ingratitude 
Xo their Benefadors, by whofe Libe-^ 
rality they fubfift with Credit, and 
with Eafe ; without Dijcouraging 
Adls of Piety in Others well dialed, 
to whom they give Opportunity t^ 

obferve 
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obferve a Perverjion and y4&^ of 
fisrmer Pious Dpnaiioiis, 

They are therefore rightly Scrupu- 

ipus, who fay faj, " That, neither a 

1« 3^^<7/ Difpeafatipn ^^^ the Sta- 

^' tute 21 H.S, nor an Archiepifcopal 

** DilpcqfatiQn^j|K"fi, can Satisfy <^«j« 

*^ Plurality or Non-refidenty where 

*' there is not a Juft and Sufficient 

?* Caufe, in ppint of Confcience : Be- 

J* capfe^iJ! a Dii^nfation is againft 

5* the Chief Defign of the Lay^s ^gainft 

^* Plurality and Non-rpfi4eqce» ^^or« 

f ' That Statute ; and, «awi, againft the 

f* Chief Dpfign of ^at Sta^^ alfo." 

Nor is it (b £^3^, as the Defender 
Imagins (b)^ to Anfwer this Scruple. 
I^either is it Anfwer'd by his Say- 
ing (c)y " That Plurality and Non- 
f* refidence are made Unlawfiil only 

^j P- 127. ib) ibid. {<) P. 12R. 
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^< yur€ Humam 'y fo that, if they be 
" Dirpens'd with by the fa^m j4uf«^ 
" rity, the Confcience is fully fatit- 
« fied." . For, it is not True, tliat 
Aey are made Unlawful, Ohly Jiure 
Humam.' Men are dblig'd tt? per- 
form their Gontra<fts 'J»y' HiifiktH 
Laws. -But were ^^^^N-o Httmafi' 
Law made concerning this^ Matter,' 
yet wGuid Men, ftill,-be under 'an 
(Migatibh to 'perfomi t^eir Gontrads 
by the Law of Naturty which is the 
Law oi Ged. Nor.M)«uld they^*be 
M oblig'd, even $f SL^Human'haw 
were madfetto fet thcAi: at Llbei*y^ to 
perform th«r Contraas or not,- as 
they Ihould find it fuited their Con- 
venience. - 



.; ■;! 



■ Indo^ffiikn were- given for Ptrf(h 
nalRefidmds'i woidd^tidt have^lbecn 
^ven But fer Peifcnal Hcifidehce ; 
Perfonal Refidencje is Promts d ; in- 
\ ^' dowments 
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dowments Foltow-y there aire F<?/7«r« 
in Refidence 5 Patrons complain they 
2.te Defrauded ', their Complaints ait 
Liflmd to y Ecclefiaftical Ordinances 
are made to oblige the Clergy to 
Refide. Thefe Ordinances^ thefe Hu-^ 
man Laws were made by Good Men 
in Aid of Laws, which, in Confci- 
ence, did dblige before. And what 
dife Law of ReafoTjy the Law of 
Nature did fuggeft, thefe Human 
Laws inforced. 

If Bad Men in Power, called the 
Same Autorityy fliall Repeal thefe 
Human Laws, aftd give a Loofe to 
what was virtubufly before teftrain'd^ 
tiie Laws of Nature w31 not, indeed, 
have now the Aid whicJi olice they 
had'; feut ihey will hdt therefore he 
Repeat d. If Men will deal hondHy, 
let them iraife 'the Contracting Parties 
ftofilx the Pead. ^f die Mhops wiE 

Refumei 
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Refume their Grants, let them Give 
back to Patrons their Indowments. 
In the mean time, though it Be but 
a Mans Coventmty (which hath paffed 
between thern) and be Confirm dy the 
Matter of it \j^mgInnocent ; and, much 
moret, if it be Beneficial to, Mankind ; 
and, much more, if it be of fuch a 
Nature, as that, unavoidably^ it muft 
for ever be extremely Beneficial, twi 
MaUy fprely, Difannullethy or Addeth 
thereto. 

But, had there been No Contrad, 
had it been only known for certain, 
'^at the Patron did Indow a Church 
with a Portion of his own Land, and 
with the Tithes of all that he Pofleffed 
befides within prefcribed Limits, for 
the Maintenance of a Minifter who, 
fhpuld thereat Refide, and therein 
Officiate |*erfonally, taking it for 
granted, that what he fhpuld thii$ 

Offer 
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Ojfer to God for Promoting Piety and 
Virtue amongft Men, would not, in 
any future Age, be otherwife applied 
than He Intended-, could any Reason- 
able Man think himfelf at Liberty to 
apply it Otherwife f 

Nay, had it Not been certainly 
Known, What was His Intention y 
but Men had Ohfervd only. That 
there were certain Religious Offices 
duly perform'd by the Minifter to the 
Inhabitants of fuch a Diftrift, ani 
that a Confideration was allowed 
for the Due Performance thereof, 
could any reafonable Man fuppofe, 
he fhould efcape Univcrfal Cenfure, 
if he fhould adjudge the JVork to 
One, and the Wages to Another ? 






And yet, " If it be Alk'd, with 
what Confcience One can Receive 
the Feesy and Another Supply the 

<* Cure-;" 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 26 Fx-tJRAtiTiEs Indfifmfihk, 

" Cure ;*' the Ddender thinks it an 
cflFedhial Anfwer, to fay, " It may aj 
« W€U be Afked, (1.) Wi± Wbia 
** Cmfiimce a Landlord can receive 
f^ Rent from an Hufbandman, who 
*' bears the whole Labour and Charge 
" of Tilling the Ground; — Or, 
" (2.) with What Confcimci 2. Bifliop 
* can receive the Profits of his Bi- 
" fhojM-ick, who ccMnmitteth the 
" Exercifc of almoft all his Jurif- 
" di<Slion to Lay Chancellors or 
« Officials s — Or, ( 3. ) widi What 
** Qmfcience an Incumbent can re- 
« ceive the Profits of his Chapels of 
" Eafe, which ^re neceffarily ferv'd 
" by Qirates J— Or, (4.) with What 
•' Cpnfitence either Bifhop or Lay* 
" inan can receive the Profits (£ an 
Impropriation, which were Origin- 
ally given for the Difcharge of the 
*« Cure Qf that Church" 

Now, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cc 

ii 



PtuRALiTUES hdefsnfihU: r 37 

^ ' - ' - * < ■•■ ' ■ . '. . . 

Now, thercL is not One of jtbefb 
inquiries that isk.j^rty Anfivef to thfs 
Formec. What he vh>d^4 Prove, is 
never) to. be Pirov'd Nor caxi thp 
IngeAmtjr. of Mgn fet it in_fMcK a 
U^ as to make it appear h VPXKh 
as FiaufiWe. For One to receive the 
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That the Landlord, having by his 
honeft Induftry improv'd his F6r- 
tunes, and therewith Purehas'd an 
Eftate in Land, may, with a Good 
Confciencey receive the Rent of it,- 
fince he h4th done' the Wsrk ioi 
which the Rent is the proper Wages ^ 
And that die Hufbandman, who^ 
having born the whole Labour and 
Charge of Tilling the Ground, hath 
done the Worhy will not be injnr'd 
by the Payment of the Rent demanded^ 
For, if he makes Th-ee Rents of the 
Produce of the Land, as He ought td 
do, He alfo will receive the Wages* 



cc 
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If it be Afk'd,.{2.) « With what 
Confcience a Bijhop can receive the 
Profits of his. Bifhoprick, who com- 
mitteth the Exercife.oi almoft all 
his Jurildi£tion to Lay Chancellors 
and Officials ; '* I muft Obferve to 
the Inquirer, " That, anciently^ 

" there 
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*' dierc have been Princes, who, fo^ 
^< wife Rea&ns, have thought fit to 
*^ Refer certain Caules, Matrimonial 
" Teftatnmtofy, &c. to the Cogni- 
« zance of the C6«rfi& (a) " ; That 
the Hearing fuch Caufes hath at no 
time fince been Transferred from 
^ Sfdritual to the lemp&ral Courts ; 
" That thefe Caufes, however, in thc^ 
" Event, concern only Temporal' 
« Rights; That This being a. Work 
" not fit to be attended to by the 
" Hfhop in Perfon, (whether we 
' ^* confider the Nature of it, or the 
^ Multitude of Other Bufinefs which 
" Properly belongs to the Epifcopal 
" Fun^ion) it is accordingly dele* 
" gated to other Hands," thofe of a 
Ghancelhr or Official^ [whether Lay or 
Clerical] "with the Addition of the 
•* Profitable Rights of LicenQeSy Willsy 

(a) Bp. Gihjojt's Jntrodudory Vifconrfty Q)d. Vol. I. 
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130 Pluralities Indefenjthk: 
'* Adminiflration^ &c. as a ^ropet^ 
" Reward and Encouragement to 
" them,whohavetheTroubleofHear- 
** ing and Determining aliCaufes that 
" fliall arife on thefe Heads/* I muft 
go on to obferve, " That the Bififop^ 
" notwithftanding his Appointment 
" o^ 2i Chancellor or Officialy to the 
** Exercife of this ([Adventitious] Part 
** of his Jurifdidion, hath Himfelf 
'* a Proper "Bo&a&k, which diredly 
'^ and immediately belongs to the 
'* Epifcopal Office, viz, the Govern- 
** mentLof the Clergy as to Manners 
" and Pun&on, the Vifitatioh of his^ 
*^ Diocefe, the Detection of Vice, the 
" Support of Churches and Ecde- 
*<♦ iiaftical Manfioris, the Care of all 
*^ Things which concern the public 
^ Worfliip of Almighty God ; toge- 
*' ther with die Right of infli<fting 
Spiritual Cenfures, as the proper 
'f\ M^^ns of attaii^ing thofe Spiritual 

'' Endsr 
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" Ends'' And, having Oblerv*d 
thus much, I conclude, A Bijhop 
11)^7) with a Good Confcieme^ receive 



K-2 The 
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The Churches of the Brft Foun- 
dation had, a8 hath been obferv'd, 
Parifees of very great Extent bdo^- 
ingtotiiem. Thefe in a Me Tmie 
were divided into many LeHer Pa- 
rilhes, and as many Churches were 
therem Erefled. Thefe were caUed 
Daughter Churches, ' or ChateU of 
Eafi to the Former; and were fo for 
dependent on the Former, as that the 
Chriftians of the Whole Oripml 
Parifh* were Bafti^'d and Buf.ed 
there. In the mean time, AeEd- 
clefiaftical Profits arifing widun Each 
Parifli were recdved by ^ Si/hp, 
who paid tiie Inctmbmts of the Ftrjt 
Churches, and the hinermt Vnacb- 
ers, or Settled Curates at the Secmd, 
thdr feveral Competent Salaries. 

When, at the Inftance of Vatrom, 
and for die Good of the Dioce/e,dK 

Biuiop 
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Bifhop releafed the Profits arifing 
within the feveral Pariflbes to the 
Incumbents of the feveral Churches 
therein Erefted and Indow'd, the 
Parimioners of fuch as were Daugh->. 
ter Churches only, and dependent, 
paid their Tithes to the Incumbent of 
the Mother Church; and, when, 
afterwards, the fame became diftinft 
and independent, to their Oiew Incum- 
bents, 

. " Before, or about the Time of 
** the ConfeJfoTy moft of the Churches 
" of die Second Foundation, feem to 
" have become wholly Independent 
" of the Churches of the Firft Foun- 
*'. dation, and to have receiv*d the 
** whole of the Tithe of their feveral 
**Diflrias (ajr But fome Fm 
remained under their Firji Condition 

(«) P. 99. 
V. K 3 and 
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and Title of Chapels of Eafe to die 
Mother Churches (a). 

Now, As, whilft tlie Profits of the 
whole Diocefe were Vefted in the 
Bijhop^ He paid for the Cureofthefe 
Chapels of Eafey So, when He re- 
leas*d th<e faid ProJfits to the feveral 
Incumbents of the Mother Churches, 
and of fuch Churches alfo of the 
New Foundation, as had become 
diftinft and independent, the Cure 
of the Chapels of Eafe riot yet become 
diftindt and independent, devblv'd iri 
fcourfe to the Incumbent of the Mother 
Church. 

From this Time, the Incuhibent of 
the Mother Church fe in the Room of 
the Bijhop, and, receiving the whole 
Profits of his Large Parifb, as the 
Biihop did before, is to pay for tlie 

WP-93r 

Cure 
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'Cure of his feveral Ghapek of Eafe as 
the Bifliop did before. And if He 
do this in a fufficierit Manner 5 if he 
allow to as many Curates^ as th^is 
are Chapels of Eife belonging tcJ his 
Churchj fuch handfom Confider^ 
tions, as ihall bear a reafotiable Pro- 
portion to the Falue of the Projks 
arifing withiii their feveral Circuite, 
and to the Number of the Inhabit Ants 
reforting to them; fuch Allowances 
as fhaU Invite wordiy Clergymen to 
Accept of thefe Cures,, and to Rejide 
upon them ; He will then receive the 
Trdits of his Chapels of Eafe with a 
Good Confciencey otherwife, Not, Fftr 
He muft confidcr, That He is Mat- 
ried to the Mother Church. That 
■ the tjhapils of Eafe are his Daughters^ 
and are likewife to be Difpos'd of in 
-Marriage, That he muft look out 
'fer good Hufbands for thenx, Men of 
^^rydence. Sobriety, and Temper , who 
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will have a Tender an4 AffeSiionate 
Concern for them, Cohabit with them, 
and not Live in the next Market 
Towns for better Company, nor on 
Other Cures at a Diftance, for Both 
to be ferv'd by Halves in a very 
flovenly Manner. And if to fuch 
Hujhands he give not with his 
Daughters fuch Portions as are in 
all refpeds fitting, and anfwerable to 
the Fortune their Mother brought him, 
he will be an Unnatural, Unwind, and 
Unjuft Father. 

^ If it be Afk'd, ( 4.) ^* With what 
** Confcience either Bijhop. or Layman 
*' can receive the Profits of an Impro- 
*f priation which were Originally 
" given for the Dif charge of the 
" Cure ofl^atCburchi* My Anlwer 
will be different with refpeA to the 
Layma^y from yirhat it ^ill l)e, with. 
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refp«<9: to the Bijhop ; and in nddi^ 
rd^ed favourable to the Pluralifi, 

What was caird an Apfropriation 
to a Religious Bocfy, before the DiSor 
lution thereof, was, afterwards, when 
^ven to a Private Perjon^ term*d an 
Ifnpro^iatim. 

Appr4tpriation is another Word fof 
Ufurpation. It is the making that 
One's Chm^ by ^orce, or Frgud, 
which i§ Another's. 

Religious BodieS; ipight vtpdi a 
Gw^ CpnfcienGC Purchafe or Accept 
of the Achowjm or Right of Prefen- 
tation to Churches Indow'd with 
Maintenance for perpetually Refdenf 
Paxijh Priefts \ but they could not in 
Confcience Appropriate thf Revenues 
of thefe Churches to their Abbeys^ 
fr\ories^ ox Convpits \ ^or make any 
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Otiier Ufe of dieif Patronage, than to 
Present worthy Clergymen to them, 
who fhould Perfbnally Refide upon 
tiiem, aild, doiftg the Intire Duiiesy 
(hould receive the Ifttire Revenues^ of 
them. 

The two Houfes of Parliament, in 
27. and 31. of iif. 8. obferving the 
Avarice, and Frkud, and Sacrilege 
bf thefe Religious Bodies in thfeir 
Appropriations of thefe Chufck 
Revenues, might, with a G^WCofl^ 
fcience concur in an AB or ./4Bs, to 
Veft the fame in his Majefty to be 
^ifpos*d of by Him-, « to the 'Plea- 
** fure of Almighty Gody and to the 
^^ HoMut md Profit of tk Rialm.'* 
But th^y could not itt Confcience veft 
the fattie in. his Majefty for any 
PljS^r Purpof^t 



^h 



e 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Vefted in H^tti i&t ihefe PurpdTeii, 
might, with a Good Confcience, 
)iave Reflqrd diem to the feyeral 
dhilfth^ from which ^ey had 
been Ufurp'd, and have Becur'd, fot 
the futui^e, they fhould anfwer the 
Intention of the Hous Founders of 
iThofe Chiirehes. K^y, He eould 
not in Confiienpe do OtherWile, fince 
he could no Other way, poflibl)/^, 
difppfe df them to ^t-Phafun of 
Body atid the Homufy and Profit of 
the R^ajm. For thefe Revenue's 
had before been ^ven to Godj i<x 
die Maititenance t)f his M/m/^j ; 
and it could not bfe ^kafing t» 
God, that what had been Given to 
Him, fliould be Taken frprii Mim. 
Neithet eovild it be for xht Honour , 
or ^fojk d[ the Realm, that God 
ihould not be fForpfd iii it, in 

|he 
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the beft manner, or, that Men fhould 
not be InfiruEied in their Duty to 
God, and to One Another. 

This being fb. His Majefty could 
not with a Good Confciencey for he 
could not without Sacrilege^ without 
a Breach of Trufi repofed in him by 
the Parliament, without great Difre- 
gard to the Interefts of Religion and 
Virtuey difpofe of the Revenues of 
thefe Churches to Laypieriy who, not 
heing Ordaifid tp the Minifiryy nor 
fey their Education Qualified for it> 
were Incapable of performing the fevc- 
njl Parts of the Minifterial Office^ for 
the Performance pf which Thefe Rqt- 
yenues were Qivetiy and are Dlue, 

The faid haymeny however, might, 
with a Good Confciencey Accq)t of 
the faid Revenues with 2iRefolutim 
tP-D^what the King was I/t/rufied 

to 
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to do, and Did not \ becaufe, if They 
fhould have Refufed, Others might . 
have Accepted of them without any 
fuch Refolution : But they could hot 
in Confcience Appropriate them to 
their Oiw? Ufe, or to the Ufe of thdr 
Pofterity ; becaufe, tho' they had been 
Ufurp'd by the Religious Bodies with- 
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emtly receive Thefe Pfpfits, have i?^ 
/crV them to the Churches tp which 
t^ey did Origindly belong. 

r 2. That many 0/4?r Lay Impro,. 
priatc^ would have fpIJow'd Their 
Example, if they could havf b^en 
fecure, the Profits they fhould l^ftorg 
to 0«# Church, would not at anytime 
have been Received together wth the 
Profits dt Another by fome Pluraiyi ,• 
A Pluralifl always appearing to them 
in the tight of an Original 4^pro- 
friator of the Profits of his S^g^rtd 
^nefice; nor can He, indeed, b« 
view'd in any Other, j 

3. That the Defender Hlmfelfy by 
faying, << It may kg mth ^ ^'^ 
" Pf^ith what Confcience the tayt^e^i^ 
" can receive the Profits of an Impro- 
" priatimy '* feenjs to think the Plu- 
ralifl is Only As wpll Intitled to the. 

Profits 
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Profits of a Second Benefice, as the 
Laymaii is to the Profits of an Impro- 
priation, and not Better. 

And, 4. That, if the ^refent fm- 
propriator may be heard in his Own 
Defence, He will fay. The ^luralifi 
is not So WELL Intitled. As well In- 
titled, it may be, by the Lcm of the 
Land, which equally Quiets them Both 
in the Pojfeffion of what they relped- 
ively Injoy ; but Not io wdl. At this 
Ttme of Day, in the Reafon of the 
Thing, which alone can quiet the 
Confidence in the Injoyment. 

The Prefent Impropriator doth 
Gjnfefs, That the Eftate he is feiz'd 
of did once belong to the Churchy 
That it was given to God for the 
Maintenance o{tktParifi>-Priefi who 
ihould thereat Refide, and Officiate ; 
That it ought never to have been 
taken from the Incumbent for the 
Time being ; That ih&. Appropriation 

there- 

y 
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diereof t<^ a. Religious Houfe wasan- 
Applicadon of it Otherwife than the 
Founder Intended, Ii^urious to the 
parochial Minifier^ and his SucceP- 
ibrs, and Hurtfijl to the Caufe of 
Religion ; That it would have been 
hi^ly Worthy of his Majefty, Him- 
felf a Spiritual Perfon,- the Defender 
of the Faith,- inr Matters Ecclepaflical, 
as well as Civil, Supreme, having had 
thisEflate Veiled in Him, aa a Charity 
Abused, to haveReftoied it to its Origin 
nal^and Proper Ufe, which if he had 
done, he would have provided an ho- 
nourable Imployment and a hand- 
fome Maintenance for One out of 
almoll every Gentleman's Family in 
the Kingdom ; And that He could not 
Honeftly Grant it, nor the Immediate 
Grantee of the Crown Honeftly Jccept 
of it, as a- Lay pftate for the Ufe of 
Himfelf and His Heirs. 

He ConfefTeth fui:ther,j That, finc^ 

th$ 
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the King had this Eftate, and Others 
of the like Nature, Vefted in Him in 
Trufl^ " To Do and Ufi therewith his 
« Own Will to the Pkafurt ofGod^* 
and He thereby became the Sole Judge 
What was to the Pleafure of God ; 
and He was fo Weak^ or fo Wicked^ 
as to Judge it to be to the Pleafure of 
God, that Laymen^ neither brought 
iip to the Holy Fundion, nor capable 
of difcharging it, fliould have Pre- 
' fents made them of thefe Ecclefiafiical 
, Revenues-^ wherewith to Repair their 
Fortunes, or Inrich their Families, for 
naughty Services ; His Majefty be- 
came not only Guilty of a much 
greater Abufe of thefe Church Eftates 
when Vefted in Him^ than the Reli- 
gious Bodies had been in the Appro- 
priation of them to their refpeftive 
Houfes'^ (fcH-, therewith they Hofpitahly 
received the Stranger^ and maintained 
die ^oor, IJjvo of the Ufes to which 

L they 
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'they had Originally been applied, 
^faulty however in doing diefe things 
widi Eftates they had firft robb*d 
Others of ) ; but Guilty alfo of the 
Abufe of that 7r«^, which die Re- 
prefentatives of his People had re- 
pofed in him, which he Underflood 
to Be a Truft, having acknowledged 
the Favour of their Confidence^ and 
bidden them " not doubt but their 
•* ExpeBatim jhould be ferved more 
** Godly, and Goodly,^ than they 
" would Wifi or Defirer And that, 
therefore, it might, at That time, 
haVe been right, to have exclaimol 
againfl this Proceeding of his Majefty, 
to have Opposed it, to have Over- 
turned and Defeated it, if that could 
have been done. 

But then he &ith, Since nothing 
of this kind was at that Time At- 
tempted-^ fince the Vto^Xt Acquiefcd 
in this wrong Meafu|p throughout 

this 
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ihis Reign, (whether defpairing of 
Succefs, or fearing Sufferings, if they 
fliould not have acquiefc'd, is not 
material); fince Time hath now^ 
run on to a great Length, in which 
by degrees an Opinion^ nay, even 
a Moral Certainty hath every where 
J)revail|ed, that ^efe Eftaies could 
hever any more Revert to their Ori- 
ginal Ufe, unlefs by Voluntary Do- 
nations of them by Pious Men, which 
might be made of Other Eftates as 
well as thefe ; fince innumerable 
Mefne Conveyances thereof have enfu'd, 
Upon a general Acceptation, that they 
Were now at length grown into the 
Nature of Lay Eftates ; fince Many 
of them have been Purchased in 
ignorance of what the 'True Nature of 
them Was, and All of them, for thefe 
hundred Years at leafl, with, an 
Honefl Intention ; . and fince as great 
Conjiderations have been given . for 
L Thsw^ 
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Them^ as for any 0/^^r Eftates ; and ' 
the Proprietors have had no Doubt 
to make ufe of Hem^ in the fame 
Manner as they would of any Other ^ 
and have occafionally fubjeded them 
to Incumbrances^ Marriage Settlements,^ 
and Intails, and even to Charitable 
and Pious Ufes, if not of tiie Original^ 
yet di fome Other Beneficial kind ; 
the Prefent Impropriator thinks He 
hath reafon to conclude, that, ^od 
fieri nm Debuit^ FaBum valet. What 
ought not to have been -done in the 
Reign of King H. 8. yet, being Then 
Done^ and not fince Undone^ nor At- 
tempted to be Undone, nor Capable 
of being Undone if it ftiould have 
been Attempted, nor now Proper to 
be undone by any Violent Attempt, 
hath gained, in the Reign of King 
George the Second^ a fort of Validity 
in Confcience^ as well as Law. And 
that, if a Government, after having 

Per- 
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' Permitted lb long Ihjoyment of thefe 
Eftates without Interruption, and 
thereby Led many thoufands into a 
Belief of the Innocence^ as well,', as 
Security of Purchafing the Like, as 
they had Opportunity, fhould make 
a Law to Refume them, as having 
been Wrongly Granted ; and to Rer 
place them to the Ufe of the Injcum- 
bents, from whom they were, but 
ought not to have been, taken ; it" 
would introduce iiich a Cottfujton 
into the Af&irs of Families, and 
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Profits of his Impropriafiotty which he 
thinks is a Better Title th^n the 
Tlurcdifi hath to the Profits of hij^ 
Second Living. 

The Intention of the Founder, it 
.is true, is not Regarded by Either. 
But, the Impropriator iaith. He can- 
not regard it, without giving %way 
the Eftate which his Anceftors Pur- 
chase for a Valuable Conlideration, 
and teft tio him as a Prouifan for his 
Family; for the Maintenance of 
-which, if he had not had the Efiatay 
he fliould have had the Money : But 
that the Pluralift m(^, regard 77>fs 
Intention, if he Will. The Efl;ate He 
hath in his Second Living, coft His 
Ameftors nothing. Tp Himfelf it is 
the Produce only of Undue, Favour. 
And his Pojlerity are not neceffarily 
Interejied in it. He ftudioufly Dif- 
regards die Founder's Intention. Ifc 

ehoofei 
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jchoofes to difregard it, rather than 
n(^ Incre^fe his Income by the 'Profits 
dcfign'd for the Maintenance of An- 
other Perfon. 

Very probably alfo, the Parifhionere 
have not That Care taken of them by 
Either^ which, for the Profits arifing 
within the Limks of the Parifli, they 
are Intitled to. But, the Impropria- 
tor faith, He is not the Caufe of This. 
For He hath Alter -d nothing. All 
things, with refped to the Cure of 
Souls, and the Recompence for it, are 
juft as He Fotmd them. But of this, 
the Pluralifl: very Lihly is the Caufe. 
As likely, as it is, that the fame Care 
may not be taken of the ParifliiGners, 
for a Fifth Part of the Revenue, by 
a Curate^ as, for the Whole^ by si 
Proper Incumbent. But, whether this 
be Likely or not, the ReBor fubfti- 
tuting a Curate, is juftly chargeable - 

L 4 with 
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with any Failure of Care in his Subr. 
fiitute^ if that fliould happen. Fofy 
what had He to do to take upon 
Himfelftkt Cure of a Second Parifh, 
and, afterwards, to fubmit it to 7^« 
Accident-. He who takes upcm Him- 
felf 2l Cure, to be ferv'd by z-Curatey 
is deficient in Care^ tho' there fliould 
happen to be mo. Want of Care in his 
Curate, As He, who ajffirms for 
Iruthy what he knows to be but 
Uncertain^ tells a Lye-, tho' he tells, 
the fruth. 

Then, with relped to the Commu^ 
' nlty^ If a Law fliould pafs to prevent 
Pluralities for the future, without 
affecting any Prefent Pluralift, who, 
that hath any Share either oSCofnmoti 
Smfe-, or Modejljy, could Remonftrate 
againft it ? What One Inconvenience 
could poflibly follow from it? Not 
/hy the Leaft in the World. But,, 

on 
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f>n the contrary, the moft Dejireahh 
Confequences that could be Conceiv'd : 
An Univerfal Opinion,, that the State 
had a Real Concern for the Advance- 
ment of 'Religion. A Better Provi- 
fimiot tlie Profeflbrs and Teachers of 
it in general. A greater Efteem. and 
AffeBion for the Sacred Order in the 
Laity. And, as the Natural Fruit of 
their great Regard, a Readier Atten- 
tion to what fliould be explain'd to 
them, and prefs'd upon them as 
Matter of Duty, in the Courfe of 
their Miniftratipn. 

I hope the Reader will not think, 
that / take upon me to decide This 
Controverfy iii favour of the hay 
Impropriator. I only Relate^ what I 
have heard H/>« fay in fupport of his 
Title to the Profits of his Impropria- 
tion, vs^ithout faying My Self What / 
think of the Matter. And therefore, 

if 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 54. Pluralities IndefenfibU. 

if there are Any who are of differeat 
Sentiments, they may Controvert the 
Point, in which they differ, with Hitfiy 
but they fliall not Dilute it with Me* 
What / think of the Matter, \*^ho 
have taken (o little Time toConfider 
k, ( my pnefent Subje<fl not Leading 
me to do fo, ca: at leaft not necef- 
ferily ) is not very Material. And all 
that IJballinj, or indeed, all diat I 
can lay, without further Light tbia 
hath yet fhone in upon me, is. That 
I do not find in Myfelf any Inclina- 
tion to derive Force upon the Prefent 
I^ay Impropriator, if I could; nor 
even fo much as Reproach, He is at 
Liberty, with my Good Will, to Reap 
the Profits of the Impropriation De^ 
fcended to him, or Purchas'd by him. 
He may do well, however, to Beaf 
m Mind, To what Pious Ufes the 
El^ate he injoys was once Given y 
and, for a Ipng Time, how very ho- 

nefUy 
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|i#ly Apply d'y and how Titiahh 
a thing it is, that it fhpuld ever ha v^ 
been Mijapplied\ and, by thefe Con-r 
ficferations, to Difpofe jiimfelf to conr- 
tribute to thefe Ufes what his Gir« 
(ji^mftances will permit. And, it may 
npt be Aipi^j if He be alfo Fut i» 
K£u|d, that, with refped to the De^ 
mejkes of the Diffolv d Abbeys^ an4 
odier J^eligiou^ Houfesy the Grantees, 
ef the Crown and their Succeflbrs are 
bound by the Authority of the AA 
of Dillbjution, " to keep an hmeft con- 
^* tinual Houfe and Houfehold (for the 
Puipofe of Hofpitality ) upon the 
^* Scites thereof" ; this having beenj 
One End of thelndowment^ of the faid 
Religious Houfes : And that, Cha^-ity 
having been equally Om End of the 
JndQwmcnts of Parochial Churches, 
it may be prefumed to have been 
equally the Intention of the Stc^uie^ 
that &e Grantees of the Crown and 

their 
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their Succeffors, with refped to Im- 
propriations^ fliould exercife A<9:s of 
Charity in the feveral Pariflies from 
whence the Revenues granted to them 
did Arife. And I adventure alfo to 
iuggeft, that the Lay Impropriator of 
Good Subftance, would not be much 
a Sufferer, in his Temporal Concerns, 
if he fhould, as Opportunity {hould 
offer, evqn Releafe the Tithes in 
fpecie to the Church to which they 
once belong'd ; or, not caring to 
iiibjed his Demefnes again to Deci- 
mation, which for Ages had been 
held Tithe Free, would reflore to it 
an Equivalent to the Tithe, to be 
Injoy'd, for 40 or 50 Years together, 
as it might happen, by a Son bred 
to the Sacred Profeflion, in part of 
the Portion otherwife Intended for 
him ; Referving to Himfelf and his 
Poflerity the Patronage of a Prefer- 
ment of Valu? fufficient to Incourage 

the 



> 
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the Induftry, and Reward th? Virtue 
and Learning of z-Grandfotty or other 
near Relaiion, or much efteemed 
Friend. 

Thus much concerning the Lay^ 
man% Title to the Profits of his Im- 
propriation. 

If, now, it be Afk'd, « With what 
" Confidence a Bifihop can receive the 
" Profits of an Impropriation " ; my 
Anfwer is. That if a Layman may 
receive them with a Good Confcience, 
a Bifi:>op may much more. But, This 
He may do. Not becaufe he is a Spi- 
ritual Perfion', For, fince he allows 
no greater a Confideration for the. 
Vicarial Cure of the Church belong- 
ing to his See^ than was allowed by 
^^ Religious Houfie to which it had 
been Appropriated, nor doth any 
Minifilerial Office in it, be takes no 

more 
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more Spiritual Care of it than tliS 
Layman doth ; nor yet, becaufe King 
H. 8. took away from the Bifhop 
Large Eflates ^ and Manors^ and 
Oblig'd him to be Contented with 
thefe Impropriations in Heu thereof; 
for, that I have been Robb'd Myfelfj 
is not a Reafon I fhould Rob An- 
other: But, becaufe the Prbjits of 
thefe Impropriations, being part of 
the 'femporalties which the Bifliop 
receives from the King, arid of which 
he is only Tenant for Life, He cannot 
Reftore thefe Revenues to their Ori- 
ginally Intended Ufe if he would. 
He may indeed purchafe an Equiva- 
lent in Land) or in an Annuity^ and 
therewith Ind<m the Vicarage be- 
longing to his Bifhoprick, which will 
anfwer the fame End. But Thi« 
many of the Bifliops ,may not be 
j4ble to do, and of Such it cannot 
reafoiiably be expeded. 

The 

4 
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The :Defendcr of Pluralities is, 
then, MtftakenTy when he. thinks, it 
may As well be .Aflc*d, " Widi 
** whatCmfcience a Biihop can receive 
** the Profits of an Impropriation/* 
.As, with what Cmjcience One Prieft 
can receive the Profits of a Church, 
cof which^mther fupplies the Cure, 
If he had faid^ it may As well be 
Aik'd, With what Confcience a Bifhop 
can receive the Profits of an 'Ecclefia- 
fiical Preferment held in Omtmendam 
with his Bifhoprick, he had Xaid 
Something to the Purpofe, and might 
then have (hewn he was Not Mil?* 
taken, in fuppofing \th(fe Things 
^Equal. For he faith (a)y *' In the 
<* ConfHtutions and Decrees agairtft 
Pluralities, no Difference is made 
between Plurality of Other Eccle- 
•* fiaftical Preferments, and Piura- 

(a) P. itQ. 

" lity 
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1 60 Pluralities Indefenfiile. 
** lity of Benefices with Cure of' 
*• Souls.** And again, " In the Le- 
*' gantine G)nftitutions of OthobOn 
*' all manner of Comtttendams are 
** ftridily forbidden.** And again, 
*' in the loth Canon of the Council 
of Weftminfier held in the Year 
1 1 26, Diflerient Dignities in the 
** Church are forbidden to be given 
'* to One Perfon.'* And again, " In 
«* the 8th Canon of the Council of 
*' Wefiminjier held in the Year 1 1 27, 
*' It was forbid, under an Anathemay 
" to hold Plurality of Arch-Dea- 
" comies.'* And again, " In the 
*' Council of Lateran it is forbid 
*' to the Canons of Cathedral or Col- 
*' legiate Churches to hold the Cure 
*' of a Parilh Church together with 
'* their Canonries.'* " All thefe 
** Canons,'* continues he, " are fe- 
avdy broken, and no Exclama- 

" tioa 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



€t 



VLiJKAtnils.s IndefenfihU, i6i 

" tion(^)made ; onlybecaufe in the 
« Statute 21. H. 8. concerning Plu- 
" ralities, ho Mthtidn is made of 
" Bifliopricks and Preferments wit^ 
« out Cure of Souls ; altho' that Sta- 
^* tute doth not in the leaft Annul the 
" Obligation of the Atcient Canons 
" concerning them, which ftill re- 
" main in their full Force ; as was 
" adjudg'dY^^ in the Cafe of Good- 
" ffian. Dean of PFellsy who, 20 
" Years after the making that Sta- 
" tute, was, by virtue of the 29th 
« Canon of the ^.th Council of La- 

teran, depriv'd of the i)^^«0'» ^~ 
caufe he had accepted the Prebend 

{a) in what obfcure (jorner of the Earth did the De- 
fender live ? or with what fort of Men did he conVerfe, 
that he fhould have heard no Exclamation made agamlt 
the Departures from thefe Conftitutions and Decrees .? 
Exclamation may not, perhaps, be fo often rnade m 
the Prtftnce and Hearing of the Pluraliji J but /f* be- 
ing abfent, the Diflike of thefe Pw<f?/V«, andalfoofthe 
Ecclefiaftical Perfons who give into them, andialfo of tte 
Political State which fufFers them, is the common Subjedt 
of Difcourfe in all Companies throughout the Kmgdom, 
very much to the Diflionour of the facred Charaaer, 

(b) Dyer 273. p. 35. 

M " of 
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*' of/^m/^ow^inthefameChurch." 
And then concludes in Words that al- 
low me the Pcant I have been con- 
tending for : " As the Prohibition of 
** Plurality was extended equally to 
" ^11 Ecclefiaftical Prefermaits ; fo 
" alfo the Obligation to Refidence 
" was, both by i^t Dejign of the fe- 
*' veral Foundations, and by the De- 
** crees of tlie Church, no more re- 
" quir'd of the Q«e," Qthe Parifi 
Trieft,'] « than of the Other;' [the 
Bijhopy Dean, Arch-deacon, Preben- 
dary, or Canon ; ] but ftill of 
Both. 

I have now finifli'd my Inquiry 
into the Original Defign of Patrons in 
their Parochial Indowments. My 
Reprefentation of the Cafe is made, 
as I propofed it fhould be, from what 
jny Opponent hath iJ/V^^ delivered 
in his Defence of Pluralities, and, in 

every 
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every material Point, in his Own 
Words. If Other Writers differ from 
Him in their Accounts of the Inftitution 
and Indowment of Parifli Churches, 
and afllgn to Patrons OtherMotives to 
thefe Inftances of their Piety, than he 
doth, it is more than I know. I 
have not read Any of them. I have 
wholly depended upon my ^ntago- 
nifi, that, being to defend 'Pluralities^ 
he would do it in the moft firenutms 
Manner ; and that, if any Aid could 
have been given him from the Wri- 
tings of Others^ io deeply learned an 
Author muft have Met with it, and 
(landing fo much in need of it, would 
not have Refufed it. And, therefore, 
I have confider'd His Account of the 
Matter, and His B^eafbning upon it, . 
only. And, in my Turn, I now ad- 
venture to appeal, as he doth {a)y to 
die Judgment of the Reader, Whe* 

(^)P. 150/ 

M 2 ther 
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ther Plurality^ or the holding Two 
Benefices with Cure of Souls, as no\nr 
pra<9:ifed in the Church oi Bngtand^ 
be not contrary to the First Design 
of Parochial Indo\yments. And lb 
proceed, 

2. To inquire, Whether Plurality ^ 
or the holding Two Benefices with 
Cure of Souls, as now pradifed in the 
Church of England, be not Incon- 
venient to the Church. 

The Great Reafon for the Allow- 
ance of Pluralities in the Church is, 
that there may be room, therewith to 
reward Particular and Uncommon 
Merit. This in Clergymen, mufl be 
limited to particular and uncommon 
Bxclefiaflical Merit. EcclefiafHcal 
Merit confifts, in having good Parts 
and good Learning ; in applying 
diefe to the Promoting ipf Religion 

an4 
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and Virtue ; in a Prudent ConduSi^ 
and Exemplary Z//^, and in ftri<fl Di- 
ligence to perform the feveral Duties of 
the facred Fundion, I hope this is 
Common to Clergymen in general in 
a good Degree ; and it ^ Pity, that 
any one thus fitted for his Profcflion, 
(liould want a comfortableSubfiftence. 
But Uncommon Merit of this Kind, by 
die Import of the Term, muft be 
woith looking after, and, when found, 
fit to be Well Rewarded^ I do own. 

But where is it to be Found ? and 
when that is found which \%fuppofed 
to be Uncommon, who fliall be the 
Judge, whether it be Uncommon 
dr'iio? 

'If you will find it at all, you muft 

Iodic for it among the Chaplains of 

diie Kingi Queen^ and Royal Fa- 

jiiily ; of the Archbifliops, of the Bi- 

M 3 fliops, 
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{hops, of the Dukes, Marquifes, Earls, 
and Vifcounts, and of the Widows of 
thefe, and of fuch others, as are legally^ 
intitled to keep Chaplains ; Or, you 
muft look for it amongft the Bache- 
lors and DoBors of the Law Canon j 
Qr, amongft the Bachelors and DoBors 
in Divinity ; for it is not any-where 
eHe to he found ; and, if you think 
you difcern it any-where elfe, you are 
niiftaken. For if you read the Refor 
lutionof theRing, Lords, and Com-' 
mons, in the 21ft of J^. 8. who was 
jfe hifallibk as the Pope himfelf, you 
^m find it to be juft as I fay. 

But who fliall be the Judge, Whe- 
ther He, who, amongft thefe. Pretends 
to t/«coiW/«<?»Ecclefiaftical Merit, hath 
it or not? Why, the Archbiflioprof 
Canterbury to be fure. For, ly this 
Ad:, the Power to grant Di^aila- 
tions, ' whic|i was, in; the 4th hater an 
: ^ Council, 
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Council, given to the Pope, was> 
when King Henry the Sih quar-! 
rclkd with his Holinefs^ transferred 
to- the Archbifhop of T^ut Province. 
And by this A6t, He can't well Err 
neither. For tho' he be appointed to 
be thtfole Judge, yet he is not at Li- . 
berty to exercife, or follow his Jtidg-'. 
ment in this Cafe, any further, thaifr^ 
to inform himfelf, or learn from one 
of his Chaplains, Whether a Candi- 
date for 2iDifpenfation to hold Two Be- 
nefices with Cufe of Souls,> ^vfe the 
O^rdinafy Merit of a PWfbn off^feig- 
himfelf for Infbtution into One^ and^ 
widiout which, he woa'ld-not have 
bttefi^ ftidch a8 Otdaliiedri tf, liponi 
Examination, h^ be'f^if^ fe) have^ 
diis OrdinaryMtvit only, it is fuffici- 
#flt : The Archbiftiop cannot Refufe 
tela Difpenlation, if he be otherwife 

lijkd to receive it. 

■r. . '- ■ ■ ' ■ ■ . . 

•/ M 4 If, 
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If, then, Uncommon Ecclefiaftical 
Merit be the Reafon for granting Dif- 
penfations, as often as a Difpenfation 
is granted to a Perfbn not having 
this Merit, fo often the Reward, due 
only to ftich Merit, is mifplaced ; is 
attended with Envy to the Deficient in 
Merit, and Abounding, in the Reward 
of it ; and with Injury to the Perfon 
abounding in this Merit, ^inA falling 
^r/ <?/^ the Reward of it. 

But why is Uncommon Ecclefiaftical 
Mcntfuppofed to be in Perfpns ^aUr 
fid by the AB to pwchafe Difpmforr. 
tions-i mprelthan ini?/^^f Not fo quar 
Med ? I fhall take Left v0 to. ejfamijie 
their relpesaiye /^^^/^^(^^^ 

I will begin with thofe who. ^re, 
QuaUfied by being Chaplains to Great. 
Men. TheiT Situation requires tha,t 
they fhould be Perfons oi Capacity^ 

Experience j^ 

I 
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"Experience^ Modefiy^ Steadimfs tQ 
maintain all Proper Points, and *Pru-- 
dence and Temper todx) this in a Man- 
ner not likely, to ofFend % of Skill 
and Diligence^ to induce in Great 
Men the Belief and PraSlice of Chri- 
ftianityy ^nd j4/taclmeni to ^he In- 
tcrefts of true Religidm i and to pror 
mote ^ietjyT£mperanc6y and Fidelityy 
in their Doraefticks; and the more 
^ciStually to accomplifli thefe End% 
they; muft have fuch sl Guard upon 
their Own ConduB Civil, Moral, and 
Religious, as fhali not fail to fecure 
Reverence to th^ Profeflibn and Char, 
i^a^er. They were originally tdken 
into great Families for thefe Purpoles. 
And if they have This Ecclejiafiical 
Merity they may do great Service td 
Rdigion, and confequently be well 
iiititled to good Preferment in the 
Church. Nay, it will be Reafona-? 
ble^ that This fhould be. a Qualificai-^ 
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tion to hold'cveii 2«w Livings T^ntE 
Cnie of Sotils, if die holding two' 
Livings with Crarc of Souls be itfelf 
m.<fl8y Refpcfl:, or on die Account 
of my Merit, Rcafoftabkr 
-\ v\ ': .: . ■ .', .•■.■ .'..-• \ ■• - - • 
-Now', it fe cc^taia^^S?^^Chaplain«^.. 
have x\ot All this Merit. It is cer- 
tain, fomie ha;(!evvet)r JLi^ij/^, if Any^ 
of duds Mebhi^ \t is not certain,^ \^// 
thb Merit. Wiot^d htAsteptaM&y oo 
&rzt^Endar^ in.Every^Gat Fanyly; ' 

r ■ •; T 1 ■ • -, • ^ • " , ■ ■ > 

i ' * J '1 jj . •' J -■ , ... »^ , . 

^•.sA)^in^ it.isjyflry rdite th^t,. of the 
Ntembtr of Ch^pl&ins^.'i which- evay 
gre^t;Mah .'hath Priviie^ito retdn^^ 
above (^hadi! the Hanciat to be ad- 
mittedihtd "his Fatrdfy i fofMiat i«r^ 
FffWy of the great J^mb» that ak€ 
BCtaincd, jaare Jroom [XaJifpli^iki^ 
Merits if tlttty wtx^ farnyhed -^j^tAi 
And. yet this Sbrt of Qsalificadbnj;ii6J 
hdd ^^^ Benefices with X^UtQ^M 

< ''■■ Souls, 
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Sdi^ equialljr bek)i^$ to ^// that arc 
Retained. , . 

Again^ Grealt Men ma)r mdtk Rea^ 
foil be follicitou^ wheit Sort of Pfer^ ' 
fons tbey take 'wx.o. ^t\x FamiUet ^ 
Chaplains. They will probably be 
careful they fliall have either this 5Pr^ 
p&^ Merits of fome 0//^ which they 
like as well, or betteif, ^xs^yi^axSort 6f > 
Merit 0/4^rf ha^Ye, whooi they reiisiJi" 
atidrgey they- ase not, I believe,- ^g^S'j©-'. 
raUj^ {bllickoliSv The Perfom of tbfe'. 
Men arie not oft^ fb much 2&Kmm»r. 
to their Patr^dns, nor always, their' 
Charc0ers. Thcfe Favours kre fUfc 
^ly granted at the Requeft of Frtepds^ > 
and the Merit confidered By. the- 
Grantor is m.^tFriejni^ and not in' 
th« Chaplain., Nay, it may come td' 
pafs, in anotte 1 Age, that ^^aiificA'- 
tiofis <>f this JSf«ij/ niay be carried to 
Marketf and, the Plmiy of the Com- 
modity 
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modity being prodigioufly increafed, 
bear a very reafonable Trice. Or, - 
which is the fame Thing, an Office 
€^ Intelligence may be fet up in — —^ 
where it may be eafily learnt, ff^ha . 
hath Qualifications to difpofe of, and 
for: WJ^ai^ Confideration. 

But, even with regard to the Few 
Chaplains retained in Families^ Great 
Men, however follicitous to choofe 
Perfons of Uncommon Ecclefiaftical^ 
Merit, may yet be mijiaken. For, 
notwithftanding a Chaplainfliip is a 
Poft of Honour^ '^f^fty ' and Confi- 
dencey a Chaplain may betray the Se^^ 
cretSy or report to ^^ Di/advantdge^ 
of the Family he is admitted into ; 
he may Airprife his Benefa£tor with a 
Clandeftine Marriage of his Sifter, ov 
his Daughter, or his Niece ; and, if 
he do, and thereby deferve to be in- 
capable of continuing in the Profef- 
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fion he diflionours, yet, by virtue of 
his being a Chaplain^ he is Qualified 
to purchafe a Difpenfation to hold 
any Two the bcft Benefices in the 
Kingdom within Thirty reputed Miles 
E^ftance. 

Another Qualification to hold Two 
Benefices with Cure of Souls, is. The 
having taken the Degree of Bachelory 
or DoSior in the Law Canotiy in ei- 
ther of the Univerfities. 

I wUl fiippofe it not Unlikely, 
diat, before the Reformation, the 
Canon Law was in great Efteem^ and 
of great Ufe ; that, whilft xk& Laity 
were ^ntrally Unletterd^ or employed 
in a Military Life, the King made 
ufe of the Service of Clergymen fkillcd 
in 2Xw Lanziy in the Offices of die 
Chancery, Privy ^al. Secretary of 
State, in the Courts of JufHcc, and 

in 
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in AmbafHes ; and that the King re* 
warded the Men thus ^edified to do 
him Service, with Benefices^ and other 
Ecclefiajiical Preferments ; and that 
the Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper 
in particular, was fiirnifhed with 
many AdvowfmSy to which, as they 
became vacant, he might prefent 
worthy Mafters and Clerh in Ghan- 
ceryj who were all Clergymmy which 
Advowfons ftill continue in his Gifty 
tho' the Reqfm thereof hath long 
fince ceafed. 

But, allowing all that is here faid 
to be True, ftill there is nothing in 
this Account, that niade it either Ne- 
cejfary or Cofwenienty even when the 
Canon Law was (b much Eft^emed 
and (b Ufefuly that a Degree taken 
in Hjat Faculty, OiOuld Entitle the 
Graduate to hold Tvio EcclefUftical 
Prefennents. For Proficiency in the 

Study 
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Study of this Science would hare 
been fufficiently encouraged, \£ Otic 
great Bemfic^y or ^Mgrnty^ ihoidd 
have always attended great Prc^ 
€kncy» 

But now, it foem^ therc are no 
Degrees taken in this Faculty in 
Either Univerfity. Six Years after 
the pafling of the 2\ of H. 8. the 
King, by the Deputies of Lord Crom- 
well his Vicar-general, forbad any 
Degrees to be given in the Camn 
Law for the future ; and there hath 
not been a Degree regularly taken 
in i? fince. Nor are there in our 
preient Bodk of Statutes any Rules 
about it ; or any DireSions in what 
Number of Years, degrees may be 
tak^n in it ; or what Exercifes fhall 
be performed in order to the Degrees 
in Canon Law. The King having 
Quarrelled with the P<^)e, was re- 

j folv*d 
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iblv'd there fliould not be a Canon 
Lawyer in the Kingdbm to take his 
Part. So that fo much of the A(St of 
the 21^ oi H. 8. as makes a Degrefe 
in the Law Canon a Qualification for 
PluraHty, is grown Obfblete, and is 
Virtually Repealed. And the only 
Real Quahfications remaining by the 
Statute^ arc Chaplainjhips, and de- 
grees in divinity. 

But, notwithftanding This, as if 

there were not Quahfications enough 

iffuing from Thefe Two Sources, The 

having taken a degree in the Civil 

Law hath fet up its Claim to the 

Qualification once allowed to a T)e- 

gree taken in the Canon Law. And, 

indeed, where Neither, in the Rea- 

fon of the thing, is a Qualification, 

a Degree taken in the Oney is, in 

the Reafbn of the thing, as good a 

QuaHfication, as a Degree taken in 

the 
,1 
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the Other. Setting afide the Reafon 
of the thing, (which was never con- 
fider'd in the Framing of this Ad of 
Pafliamefit) their iPretenfions to a 
Qualification to hold Plurality ftand 
thus. The Canon Lawyer is ftill En- 
titled to a Qualification by the Sta^ 
tute, if he could but get a Degree ; 
the Ci-bil Lawyer is as Well Entided 
to a Qualification by his Degree^ if 
he could but get a Statute^ 

How the Archbifhops of Canter-* 
bury come to Grant Dilpenfations 
upon This Salification, or how the 
Pluralift comes to Confide in it, hath 
no where been accounted for, as I 
kno^^r, 6r have heard. For the One 
is not Warranted to do This by the 
Statute, as the Lawyers aflurc me; 
and the Other is ndt Safe in the In- 
fiitution given him to a Second Bene- 
fice, for as much as by the Same. 

N Statute, 
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Statute, in the Opinion of the Samt 
Lawyers, the Firfi is Void, 

But, were fuch Frojkiency in the 
Study of the Civil Law, as doth well 
entitle the Student to a Degree in 
^bat Faculty^, a Qualification, within 
the Statute^ to hold Plurality, yet can 
it not be Reafonable, that a Degree 
taken in Tl^at Faculty without Any 
Proficiency, or Any Knowledge in that 
Science, or any Study ^ or Defire^ or 
Intention to be knowing in it, fhould 
be a Qualification to hold Plurality. 

For,' as, in the Intention of the 
Statute^ a Degree taken in the Canon 
Law was therefore made a Qualifi- 
cation, becaufe it fuppos'd fuch SUll 
in 'that Law, as deferv'd that Degree, 
and this Skill of fuch Ufe to the 
Public in a Clergyman^ as made it 
JleafonabJe a Dilpenfation to hold 

Plurality 
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Plurality might be granted for the 
Encouragement of 'that Study in 
Clergymen ; ib now, if a Degree in 
the Civil Law do, in the Intention o( 
die Same Statute, equally Qualify to 
hold Plurality, as did heretofore a 
Degree taken in the Canon Law, it 
muft fuppofe fuch Skill in die Civil 
Law, as doth Deferve That Degree, 
and this Skill of fuch CJ^ to the Pub- 
lic in a Clergyman^ as will make it 
Reafonable a Dilpenfation to hold 
Plurality fliould be granted for the 
Encouragement of the Study of the 
Civil Law in Clergymen. 

But, whatever the Statute may 
fuppofe, the FaB is otherwife. The 
Perfon aiming to take a Degree in 
the Civil Law, not with a View of 
Profejfmg it, but that the Degree 
taken in it may Qualify ffim, a Stu- 
dent in Divinity, for a Difpenfation 

N 2 to 
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to hold Two Benefices with Cure 
of Souls, is fo far from Having fuch 
Skill in the C/WLaw, as may Entitle 
him to a degree in that Faculty, that 
He Himfeif doth not fo much as Pre-- 
tend to have any die leaft Skill in it, 
or to have taken the leaft Pains to 
attain any Skill in it, or that, when 
once he fhall have taken the degree 
for the Purpofe for which it is 
wanted, he will ever read One Word 
of the Civil Law as long as he 
lives. 

Thofe Students in IDivinityy who, 
in the Univerfity, enter upon the Law 
Limy (as the Phrafe is) as if they In- 
tended to Study the Civil Law, which 
they do not ; and who, afterwards, 
take a degree in this Faculty, as if 
tljey had, from that time, been Stu- 
dents in the Civil Law, which they 
have not, are Qualifying themfelvcs 

for 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



for a Dilpenfation to hold Two Bene- 
fices with Cure of Souls by a Frauds 

Nay, generally fpeaking, The Per- 
fon entering on the Law Line, for 
this Purpofe, doth it with this Second 
View ; To evade the Exercifes requi- 
fite to the Two Degrees in Arts^, and 
the Degrees themfelves, which are to 
precede the Two Degrees in Divinity ;. 
and to Evade alfb the Expence and 
Exercifes of the Two Degrees in 2)/- 
vinitjy, whilft he Hopes to be reputect 
to have Taken them ; a Dodor of Law 
in Orders bejng undiftinguifhed, out 
of the Univerfity, from a Dodtor in 
Divinity. Moft Admirable and Un- 
common Ecclejtajiical Merit for a Dif- 
penfation to hold Two Benefices witli 
Cure of Souls ! The Taking Degrees. 
in the Civil Law, of which he Studies- 
nothing, and the Evading all the 
Exercifes for the Degrees 'in Arts and 

N 3^ Divinity^ 
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tDiviniiy, the Study of which ought 
to have been his couftant Emflixy^ 
ment. 

It was for this Reafon that the late 
Dr. Aldrich, Dean of Cbrifl Churchy 
a Learned Man Him/elf in lb great 
a Variety of Learning, as to have been 
had in Admiration of the Age in 
which he liv'd, as well as of the 
Famous Houfe of Literature over which 
he Prefided, and a great Encourager 
^nd Promoter of Learning of Every 
kind in Other Men, would not Suffer 
the Civil Law-Gown to be worn by 
^ Member of His Society, who did 
not Pr of ejedly ftudy the Civil Law: 
And, when put on in Other Houfes 
with a View of i^ualifying the Scholar 
for a 'Difpenfation to hold Plurality, 
or to Evade the Exercifes for the. De- 
grees in Arts, would call it the Idle 
Gown. Nor is there, I believe, a fe- 

rious 
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rious Man in the Univerfity, who- 
ipeaks, or thinks otherwife of it, at 
this Day. 

Let me not here feem to depre- 
ciate fe Excellent a Scie?tce as That of 
die Civil Law, by fuppofing that 2)^ 
^rees arc taken in it without aSV«<^. 
For this is not Tru^ with relped to 
thofe who 'Profefs the Civil Law, but 
to thofe only who Profefe divinity. 
And I allow there arc Exceptions eveit 
with r^ard to ihefe. 

Fcff, there are Colleges whole 'Pri- 
vate Statutes Oblige a certain Num- 
ber of their Body to enter upon the 
Law Line as Students in the CiviF 
Law Profeflcdly. Thefe Men have- 
LeBures2ivAExercifes in this Faculty,, 
within themfelves, by the Same Sta- 
tutes. And from This Side of thefe 
Nurferies often iffue out into the 

N 4. World 
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World Men as y4l>U in the Profeflion 
of the Civil Law as were ever any in 
the Kingdom j having firft taken their 
^Degrees in it according to their JStaml- 
ing and Proficiency. And, if Others 
of them, having a Superior Genius to 
divinity ^ than to the Civil Law, 
choofe rather to Profels liivinity than 
Civil Law, neither their Own Statutesiy 
nor '/hofe of the Univerfity reftrain 
them from it. What Knowledge they 
have attain'd in the Civil Law, in 
Purfuance of their Founders Rules, 
is no Hindrance to them, if they 
have not thereby Neglected the Studies 
proper to divinity, from having great 
Ecclejiaftical Merit. But, even here, 
tho' their having applied themfelves 
chiefly to the Study of Divinity be 
a good Reafon, why they fhould he 
pofl'efs'd of One good Living, yet it 
doth not appear to be Reafonable, 
that their having taken a Degree in 

the 
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the CM Law, in Compliance with 
their F(iunder% Statutes, fhould Entitle 
them to a Di^)cnfation to hold Iwa, 
And, much lels (hould it entitle thofe 
of Other Houfes to fuch Difpenfation, 
who are under No fuch Rules, nor 
pur(ue y^ fuch Study, but who Bor~ 
row their Ledures and Difputations, 
for the Occafion, from Thofe who 
Do Purfue it ; and can permit them- 
felves to be guflty of a. Fraud to pro- 
cure this Qualification for a Difpen- 
fation. Andj I admire the Univerfity 
will be fo Indolent, i.% to fubmit to the 
Reproach and Obloquy it fo Jufily 
fuffers, by Confenting to give the De- 
grees in Law to any but Thofe who 
profeffedly Study the Cwil Law, and 
by Countenancing thereby a Fraud 
which they Know to be fo, pradis'd 
for the Accomplifhment of a Defign, 
which, when accomplifli'd, they 
muJft allow to be Another Fraud. 

And 
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And, indeed, whilft the Statutes of 
the Univerfity, relating to the Degrees 




tur -in- Sud ; nempe^ ut eum Saeris Li- 
teris Re VERA incumbat unice^ Juri Ci- 
vili, Statuth Aeademw elufis^ Jiuders 

ViDEATUR. 

It 
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It may truly be faid Blufisy for, 
it is certain,* it was the Inten- 
tion of the Univerfity^ that Scholars 
defigning to take Holy Orders lliould 
firft proceed to a Bachelors Degree 
in Arts^ and then to a Majiersy and, 
afterwards, if it fliould be convenient, 
to a Bachelors Degree in divinity, 
and then to a ^oSiors. And it is as 
certain, that it never was the/;^/^»- 
tiou of the Umver/tty, that Reading 
the Imperial Laws of Juftiniatty and 
taking a Degree in the Civil Law 
only, fliould ^alify the Student, even 
if he proceeded to it in the moft^a- 
dious manner, to hold fo much as 
One Living, much lefs Two. 

This, as I imagine, is all that can 
be done, towards the Defeating of this 
Pradice, by any Governor of a So- 
ciety, without an entire Concurrence 

with 
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with him in the Reft of his Brethren^ 
or a New Statute, If Governors of 
Societies differ in Opinion (a) about 
the matter, there will be no Ctmcur- 
rence\ or if there were an Entire 
Concurrence, it could have only a 
Temporary Effed. And, if a New 
Statute be attempted in Gmvocation, 
it may not Succeed. A Majority of 
That Ajfembly may think it Realbn- 
able. That Every One fliould be en- 
abled to hold Plurality who could 
get Two Livings. That, in the Reafon 
of the thing, the Taking of a Degree 
in the Qvil Law, or, if it were pra- 
dicable^ in the Ckmttnon Law, cm- in 
the Admiralty Law, is as good a 
^alificatioriy as the being a Chaplain 
to a Lord Spiritual or Temporal. That 
Slualijications to hold Plurality^ are 

(a'\ As it is plain they do. For when the Provoft of 
Oritty the Prefent Vice-chancellor, had Refus'd to Ad- 
mit the Scholar upon the abovemention'd Difctjfit^ the 
Mafter of Vniverfity College had no Scruple to do it. 

as 
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as well in the Hands of the Univerjity^ 
as of fbme Other Piople. And that 
if a Degree in the Civil Law Be a 
Qualification within the StatuUy they 
will make ufe of the Privilege they 
have to beftow it. 

But, allowing they Do think ft 
Reafenable, that a D^ee taken in 
die CivU Law fliould be efteem'd ^ 
good a Salification to hold Plurality, 
^ the having been a Chaplain to a 
Lord Spiritual or Temporal, yet, fince 
they know the Law Degrees, as they 
are taken by Scholars under no Oi/i- 
gation thereto by their Private &a.- 
tutes, nor ever Intending to Study or 
Profefs the Civil .l^TiWy but with a 
View of Evading the Exercifes few: the 
Two Degrees in Arts, and of Oeep- 
ing not only into Holy Orders, but 
Plurality of Preferments alfo, with- 
out any proper Learning, are becom<e 
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a Refuge to Idle Scholars, and cofi* 
fequendy tend to encouragfe Idlenefs 
in the Place of Study^ it is fit, I 
jQiould think, if they have any Re- 
gard to the Honour and Interefl of 
the Univerfity, they fhould come to 
a Refolution that No Scholar fhould 
enter upon the hmso Line for this 
Purfofiy till he fhould have taken the 
Two Degrees in y^/j, (which the Vre* 
fent Statutes fuppofe to be a Common 
Cafe) that thefe Civil Law Pluralijls 
may not be the Only Perfbns without 
Learning, whilfl they afTume to them- 
felves the Rewards of Excellence in 
Learning. 

And if this cannot be done, it 
might be well, if the Archbifhop of 
Canterbury y promoted to th^HigbeJi 
Station in the Church, yet not at all 
Superior to his Ecclefiaftical Merits 
after having been an Honour to 

the 
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the Univerjity for 50 Years, and hav- 
ing always wifli'd, and ftill wifliing 
its Profperity, would enquire, Whethet 
a Degree in the Cwil Law be Equally 
a Salification for a Difpenfation to 
hold Plurality, with a Degree in the 
Camn Law if it could now be taken : 
and, if not, would afllft the Univer- 
fity, by not granting Difpenfations on 
His Title. Which once done, there 
would not be a Degree taken in the 
Civil Law, but by the Profejfors of 
it, or Perfons under the Obligation 
of their Private Statutes to proceed 
thereto, in a thoufand Years, unlefs 
in an Honorary way. 

But, if, upon Enquiry, it fliould be 
■found to Be a Qualification within 
the Statute, notwithftanding the Dif- 
ficulties it labours under, illuc unde 
abii redeo. It fhews there is no Rea- 
ibii to fuppole, that Uncommon Eccle- 

O fiajlical 
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fiflfiical Merit is to be found in Per- 
fbns Qualified by the 21 oi H. 8. to 
purchafe I>i^niation, more than ua^ 
Others Not fo Qualified. 

It remains that I now enquire^ 
Whether Uncommon EccUfiafikal Me- 
rit be always to be fimnd in Perfons 
Qualified by die Ad to putchafe Dif- 
pcnfetion, h^ virtue of their having 
takoaa Degree in Divinity^ for here^ 
furely, if any where, This Sort of 
Merit may be prefum'd to lie. 

But here, it is found, in Fasd and 
Experience, that Students in Divimfy 
generally leave the Univerfityy if they 
have no Dependance upon any Fwn- 
dation in it, by die time diey are ca* 
pable of going mto Priefl't Order fi 
(which they arc at the Age of 24, 
and are then as capable of holding 
Plurality as they will ever be) and 

before 
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before they entertain a Thought of 
taking a Degree in Divinity, 

If any of thefe Men ever return 
to take a Degree in Divinity, they 
do not do it, that their (uperior Shill 
in Divinity, prefum*d by the Degree, 
may fome time ot odier recommend 
them to the Favour of the Patron of 
d iecond Living; but, having jfirft 
gotten a Prefintation to a fecond Liv- 
ing, or the Promife of it upon a Va- 
cancy, and the near ProfpeB of that 
Vacancy, they Fly to the Degree, not 
to manifeft their Defert of a fecond 
Benefice, but to ^lualify themfelves 
ftM" a Difpenfation to hold it.' That 
which is due to Ecclefiaflical Merit, is 
given by the Patron before iTsat Merit 
is difcem'd. He. hadi not been look- 
ing out for Eminence amongft the 
Crowd of Divines, in order to Diflin- 
guijb die Perfon whom he {hould 
O 2 fmd 
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find to have Superior Abilities in 
Theology y by this Mark of his Favour ; 
for, if he had, he might, poffiblyi 
have fpied Men Taller in Divinity by 
the Head and Shoulders : but, the Pa- 
tron having firft determin'd to.beftow 
upon the favour'd Perfon this Token of 
Eminence, it is but reafonable, if fuch 
Perfon be not in Himfelf of High 
Stature, that, for his Patron's Credit, 
he fhould get into thefe Theological 
Stilts, and mount himfelf up high 
enough to be Confpicuous. 

In the mean time, Thofe, who have 
Dependance on Foundations w^ithin the 
Univerjity, and who, by their F<?««- 
t/<?r's Statutes are obliged to take the 
Degrees in T)ivinity when they fliall 
be of Standing to do fb, and to do 
Exercifes in this Faculty, as well for 
the Term, as for the Degrees, and, 
who, by the Opportunities of their 

Leifure^ 
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LeifurCy and the Public Libraries^ 
and perpetual Commorancy amongft 
Learned Men, are more capable of 
doing Honour to the Univerjity by- 
Accepting thefe Degrees, than of re- 
ceiving any from it, would be fo far 
from obtaining 'T'wo Livings, by virtue 
of this Salification^ that they would 
generally Liv'e and Die upon their 
Founders Endowments, defrgn'd for 
a bare Maintenance only in the Pro- 
fecution of their Studies, if Societies, 
fenfible of the NegleSi of thefe Men, 
had not had the Prudence, of late 
Years, to purchafe the Patronage of 
a Few Livings, to Reward <heir 
Merit, and i^uicken the Succeffion. 

Upon the Whole, then, this is Cer- 
tain, that Uncommon Ecclefiaftical 
Merit is not aVays to be found in 
Perfbns ^alified by the Aft of Par- 
liament to Purchafe Difpenfation to 

Q 3 hpld 
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hold Two livings with Ciire of Souls. 
Nay, it is certain, if the Thing had 
been left at large for any One to be 
Capable of holding Two Livings with 
Cure of Souls, who could get himfelf 
'Prefented to them, there would have 
been as Good a Chance^ as now there 
is, that Uncommon EcclefiaAical Merit 
only, where-ever it be found, fhould 
be Entitled to 'Plurality. 

I do not deny, but that there arc 
^luralijis of Great Ecclejiajlical 
Merit ; but I do deny, that, in the 
general, Tluralifts have Greater Merit 
than IJnalifis ; or than Man^ in Or- 
ders who have No hiving at all ; or 
that ^luralijlsy in the general, do 
Become Pluralifts, for their ^cl&fi^ 
ajiical lAtxii, 

Read over the Lift of PluraUfls 
in -^nglandy and fee. Whether This 

Sort 
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Sort of Merit be Umverfalfy^ or Gem^ 
ralfyi Gt Commonly r^rded in th€ 
Difpenfations granted to them to hold 
Plurality. See, Whether the Jtedge 
of this Sort of Merit, hadi Power, if 
he were never fo well Inetind, to Re- 
gard it Univerially, or Generally, or 
Commonly. See, Whether the Mo^ 
five to the Patron to ^refent a Clerk 
to a Second Living hath in One In- 
ftance out of Twenty been his Emi- 
nent Ecc/^^j^iV^/ Merit. Or, Whether 
^cSame Favour would not have been' 
beftow'd upon the Same Perfon, had 
his Merit been Inferior: Nay, in 
many Cafes, upon the Same Perfon, 
although, inftead oi Merit , there had 
been fhmerit'y and very often alfoj if 
fiotthe more likely, if inftead of Want 
oi Competence, there had he.tn/i[ffluence. 
See, Whether the Merit, which hath 
been Sometimes confider'd in this Cafe, 
hath not, inftead of 'Ecclejiaftical 

P 4 Merit, 
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Merit, been the Marriage of 2 
Daughter, or a Niece, or a Servant^ 
or a Mijirefs ; Suitablenefs in Divert 
JionSy CompotationSy Political Opinions', 
Serviceablenefi in EleSiions, private, 
Treatiesydiovnt^t Negotiations, and 
other Mean Offices below the Confi- 
deration and Interpofition of Eccle- 
fiaftich, and Hurtful to the Eccle- 
^^/V^/Chara6ler; and, particularly, 
the Ability and Conjent to pay the 
Vrice of what the Patron and C/?r>5. 
are mutually concern'd to have fup- 
pos'd was Freely given. With fome 
Patrons, there is not One of thefe 
Quahfications that is not 2i Jironger 
Motive, than Part's, and Learning, 
and Tiety, and Prudence, and Virtue^ 
and Indujlry put together. 

But, were Patrons univerfally In- 
clind to favour Ecclejiaftical Merit in 
thqr Pr^fentations to Benefices, I can- 
not 
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not fee how Plurality of Benefices 
could be a 'Proper Reward of die 
moft Exaltet^ Merit of this kind. 

Endowments were given for tlie 
Maintenance of. i?^(fli(?w/ Incumbents 
upon Single Benefices. The Motive 
to thefe Endowments was the G/ofy 
of Gody or, in other Words, tlie Pro- 
moting of Piety and Virtue amongft 
Men. The Purchafer of an Eftatey 
having a Church Endow'd within the 
Limits of it, did not Purchafe the 
Endowment* This then remains as it 
did before. It is the Founder's Cha- 
rity ^ven for the Promoting of Piety 
and Virtue amongft Men. If, in 
purchafing the EJiatey he purchas'd 
alfo the Patronage of the Church 
Endow'd, (which he might do, or 
not, as he ihould think fit) he thereby 
voluntarily took upon himfelf a 
Trufty which, he muft know, he 

ihould 
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Ihould Fiola$e^ as often as he flwuM 
depart from the Original Intention of 
the Foundsr of the Endowment; and 
^e only Recompence he could fairly 
propofe to himfelf, for the Money laid 
out in this Purchafe, was in the Satif- 
fi^ion he fhould have of Frejenting 
to it, as often as it (hoold beeome 
Vacant, a Worthy Pcrfon^ whether 
Related to him or not, who fliould 
he likely, in his Opinion, to anfwer 
the jEWof tihe Endowment^ by Perpmal 
JLefidemey aaad the Proper fruits of 
Such Reiidence. 

Now,, fincc it is not poffiMie for 
One Perfbn, having Tim Benches, X& 
perfonn the Reiidience Intended on 
. Each\ nor at all IMcdy, let hisEcde- 
itaftical) Merit be what it will, that he 
fkould produce die Proper Fruits of 
Refidenee in Eack Cure, in the feme 
/Vo/(ar^«w, as-mi^t fee expe^fed ftom 
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3^tf Perfons, fufEciendy Qualified for 
this Purpofe, Refiding cx)nftantly oa 
their refpedive Cures, the Giving of 
a Becond Benefice to Him who hadi 
One already, however great may be 
his Merit y will be a Departure from 
the Intention of the Founder of the 
Endowment, a Ververfion of his WiUy 
a Wrong to the Dead^ an /«/»r^ to 
the Living. And, fince die Endow- 
ment was a Pcstion of the Founders 
Subftance, fet apart to attend the 
Confecration of the Particular Church 
ferciaed for Divine Worfhip, and, to- 
gether with //, Dedicated to the Ser- 
vice of God, as a Maintenance for hk 
Mmiflen fucceffively Refiding at^ and 
Officiatit^ in this Church, for the &d- 
vation of Souls, it cannot be So ap- 
ply'd, as that it fliall have a Lefi 
Effe^ for this Purpofe, any more than 
it may be Diminifiyd, without Sacri- 
kge^ Where, then is there to be 
' • found 
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found Ecclefiaftical Merit fo Exalted^ 
as to Warrant a Breach of 'trufi in 
Man, and an Invafion of the Property 
of God, to come at a Proper Reward 
for it? 

The Infpir'd St. Paul tells us, « He 
** iL<?r^ y&^c^ Ordain dj that They 
" TO/^/Vi^ Preach the Go/pel^ Jhould 
" Live of the GefpeV This Text 
of Scripture, and the Contexts to the 
fame Purpofe, are the Foundation of 
all the 'Provijton that hath been made 
for the Clergy in the Kingdom. By 
^Preaching the Gofpel is meant, in the 
Intention of the Founder of the Pro- 
vifion, The Doing the Whole Eccle- 
fiaftical Duty within the Limits of 
the Eftates from whence the Provi- 
fion arifes. The Benefice is for the 
Office, The Wages are for the Work. 
The Provifion of Maintenance for 
Parochial Priefts is for their Perfmal 

Rejideme 
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Rejidence on their relpedive Cures. 
Hiefe Priefts are, from time to time, 
to be fucceeded in Thefe Cures by 
Others of like Proper Salifications to 
do the Duties of them. Schools and 
Univerfities are Eredled, and Methods 
of InfHtution contriv'd for the in- 
ftruding Men in good Learning and 
good Mannersy the 'Proper Qualifica- 
tions for the Sacred Order. Great 
Numbers are Invited to dedicate their 
Whole Time and Pains^ and Fortune 
to ^alify themfelves for the Clerical 
Profeilion, by a Prolpedt of a Rea- 
fiinable Subfiftence for the diligent 
Difi:harge of Parochial Duties. Hav- 
ing bent all their Thoughts, and 
Studies This Way, they are become 
lefs capable of getting a Livelihood 
by any Other Imployment ; neithei^ 
having once Enter d into This^ can 
they well Take to any Other without 
a. Diminution of their Charadler. 

What, 
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What, then, muft Clerical Men do, 
who have been bred in die fame 
Manner., with the Pluralift, at the 
iame Expence^ with the fame F'sews ; 
who have &^iiSlL'f feparated Them- 
&lves itamfecular Employments, that 
diey may attend on the Sole PiSais of 
Relsgim without Diftradion; and 
who by the Inftitution o£Founckrs, by 
the Autority of the State, in the 
Reafm of the Thing, and by the 
Will of God, have an Equal Right 
to Maintenance, if not to Equal 
Maintenance, if the Meritorious Plu- 
ralift may deprive them of it I Arc 
th^ to arrive by painful Steps to the 
Top of ^ if gab, only to y^« the Pro- 
misM Landy a Land flowing with 
Milk and Honey, into which they muft 
never Enter, becaufe it is parcelled 
out in Double Shares, by Partial 
Hands, to meritorious Pluralifts ? To 
me it feems, that No Man bath, nor 

ever 
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ever had, nor ever can have fo nwack 
Merit, as to Entitle HimlHf to-^^ 
tbers Maintenance. 

But the Defender faith further, (a) 
That ** Plurality is not only Cofwe- 
" nient but even Neceffary to the 
** Church in its prefent Condition, by 
" reafon of the great Number of 
" Small Benefices of little Value, 
" which are found in Englandy the 
" Cure of which can no way be 
" Rrovided for but ty Plurality. In 
" this Nation are fome Benefices not 
** exceeding the Valueofi*/w Pounds; 
*' many Hundreds not exceeding 
" Twetay Pounds ; and fbme Thou- 
** fands not exceeding thirty Pounds 
<* a Year. Now, in ahnoft All thefe^ 
** the Cure of Souls muft utterly be 
** Ne^eded, if it be not allowed to 
" Clergymen to hold Tiw of them 

i») P»|c 178. 

" together, 
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** together, fince One will not afford 
" a Sub lift ence. " 



I grant it, then, to be Cotwenient^ 
and even Necejfary^ to the Church, 
whilft in Ihis Condition, that Two of 
These fhould be held together, and 
for the Reafon given by the Defender, 
Becaufe One of them will not afford 
a Subfijience. But it follows not from 
hence, that it is Necejfaryy or even 
Convenient to the Church, that Two 
Other Benefices fhould be held to- 
gether, Each of which will afford a 
Subjijience. 

I will go one Step further than the 
Defender Himfelf doth in this Argu- 
ment, and allow it to be Convenient 
to the Church in its prefent Condition, 
That a Benefice under Thirty Pounds 
a Year (hould be held together with 
another Benefice that is Itfe/f a. Sub- 

fijftence. 
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fiftence, provided the Small One be 
Near to the Large One, and at a great 
Difiance from Another Small One. 
For this is Convenient to the Church, 
that the Cure of Souls in the Smaller 
Benefice may not be utterly NegleBed, 
But, if there be T}wo Small Ones in 
the Neighbourhood of Each Other, it 
is more Convenient to- the Church, 
that Thefe rather ' fhould be held to- 
gether : becaufe, by this Union^ there 
will be a Bubfiftence for a Clergyman 
Created^ and the Cure of Souls in 
Neither be NegleEied. As, thd-efore, 
I have already allowed it to be within 
the Primary Intention of Endowment 
for Refidence, that when, by Acci- 
dent, the Clerical Maintenance is 
become Infufficient to fecure Refidence 
upon Each of Two Small Benefices, 
the Revenue oiBoth may be Received 
to make up a Maintenance Sufficient 
to fecure Refidence upon One j fa 
c P do 
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do I allow it to be within the Samt 
Intention^ that tl^ Revenue of a 
Small Benefice at a great Diftance 
from Another Small One, be Recdv'd 
by a Clergyman who hath already a 
Benefice mar it^ of which the Re- 
venue is a Subfiflence, as a proper 
Reeompence for the DiftinSt Care he 
ihall take of the Former^ without 
Abridging his Duty upon the Latter, 

. It is, then, Convenient, or even 
Neceffary to the Church in its pre- 
fent Condition, that Such Two Bene- 
fices ihould be held together, as the 
Accident of Infufficient Maintenance 
hath made Proper to be held to- 
gether. 

But, if the Defender would fi:om 
Iioice infer a Cofwenience to the Church, 
That Any Two Benefices of how 
great Falue foevcr may be held to- 

gedier. 
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gether, this will not be granted. And 
yet he feems to be of this Opinion. 

For, " None of the Oppugners of 
^* Pluralities, faidi He, (b) can deny 
<* the Reafomblenefs of this Cafe, '* 
p. e. of holding Im of the Small 
Livings before-mentioned together:] 
" yet, if Thofe who maintain the 
" Sinfulnefs of them, " [/. e. of Plu- 
ralities,] " would reafon confiftently, 
" fuch a Pluralift ought no more to 
" be allowed, than of theTw^? greateft 
•* Livings in England. For, if Plu- 
" rality htjinful in its Own Nature ; 
** it will be equally Unlawful to hold 
** Two Benefices of 20 /. as of 200/. 
« a Year. " 

Ay, but Who is it that maintains 
Plurality to h&Jinful in its Own Nai- 
ture ? How the Oppugners of Plura^ 

(h) p. 178, 179. 
L P 2 litres 
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litics have expreffed themfelves I can- 
not tell. But I have here die De- 
fender's Aflertion, " That none of 
" diem deny the Reafonablenefs of 
" holding Two Small Livings toge- 
" ther, neither of which is, feparately, 
" a Subfiftence for a Clergyman j ** 
and then, furely, if they will argue 
confiftently, they cannot maintain the 
Sinfulnefs of any thing, of which they 
have firft allowed the Reafonablenefs. 

Things in different Circumftances 
are of a different Nature, When 
Maintenance was given for Refidence^ 
and Sufficient for it, Plurality incon- 
fifient with Refidence was Unreafon- 
able. When Maintenance fhall, by 
Accident, become Infufficient^ and 
Refidence cannot be comply 'd with, 
nor the Cure of Souls be provided for, 
till, fbme way or other, this be made 
Sufficient^ the Circumfiances of the 

Thing 
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Thing require, and the Intention of 
the Donors muft be prellim'd to con- 
cur, that Sufficiency may Innocently, 
and Ufefully be made up by Plurality 
of Small Livings, for fb long a time, 
as, till Each Small Living fliall be fb 
far augmented, as to become Itfelfsi 
Sufficiency^. But, where the Original 
Maintenance CofUinueSy or is not fo 
Diminiftied, but that ftill, fbme 
Honeft, Able Clergyman will Accept 
of it, and Rejide upon it; will not 
only be Contented with it, but Thank- 
ful for it alfb, until he fhall have 
Opportunity to remove to zl. Better 
Benefice, the Reward of his Piety, 
and Diligence, and Exemplary Virtue 
in the Former, it will be Unreafonable 
in any Patron to Beftow Such a Liv- 
ing upon a Glerk, who hath already 
a Benefice which is a Maintenance, 
and in any Such Clerk to Accept of 
it ; Becaufe the Founders of th^ 
P 3 feveral 
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fcveral Maintenances Intended Refl^ 
dence on Each ; and, die Incumbents 
being Equal, the Liwngs would b? 
better Served ; and Two would b^ 
Provided for inftead of One. 

Ay, but How provided for, may 
the Defender fay ? Not^ as it is Con- 
venient to the Church in its prefent 
State, that many of the Clergy Should 
be, without Plurality of Better Liv- 
ings. For thus he means, if I wiidef- 
ftand-his Meaning. 

^* As it is Neceflary, faith he, fa) 
^* in many Cafes^ ■* [he fhould have 
faid in many In^ances^ for it is ft^ 
only in the Two Cafes before men- 
tioned,] "to Provide to the Clergy," 
p. e. to fbme of them], " even a Sub- 
^* Aftence as to the Neceflaries of 
« Life " by Plurality q£ Smdl Uyy 
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trigs ; " fo, it is neceflary, in Other 
" Cafes, to Provide to the Clei^, 
p. e. to Otheri of them,] " fuch 
** a Competency of Subfiftence as is 
" agreeable to their CbaraSfer and 
« Order in the World, " by Plurality 
of Greater Living t meaning, I fup- 
pofe, by CbaraBer^ that of Parts, and 
Learning, and \M<s:. of thefe to the 
Church ; and, by Order^ that of Su- 
perior Condition, Rank, and Family; 
on a Suppoiiticoi that thoTe of a 
Superior Genius and ^ality will be 
a greater Ornament to the Church, 
and the Church, by them thus Pre- 
fer'd, be in a more Flourijhing State. 
For then it will be True, as, he faith, 
-an Excellent Prelate of our Church 
hadi Obferv d, " That thofe feem to 
" have very littTe Regard to the 
" Flourifliing State of the Church, 
** who would confine the Sufficiency 
i;^ oF a Subfiftence merely to the 
P 4 " Necef- 
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" Neceflities of Life, '* and, confe- 
quendy, thofe feem, in the Defenders 
Opinion, to have a greater R^ard to 
the Flourifhing State of the Church, 
who would inlarge the Sufficiency of a 
Subfiftence for Some Clergymen as to 
the Necejftties of Life, to fuch a Com- 
fetency of Subfiftence for Others^ as is 
agreeable to their CharaEier and Order 
in the World. That this is his Mean- 
ing, I think, is Evident. For the 
Terms Sufficiency of Subfiftence, for 
Some Clergymen, as to the Neceffities 
of Life, fuch as may arife from Two 
Small Benefices of 20 /. a Year, is 
here contradiftinguiflied fi-om Comr 
petency of Subfiftence for QtherSy 
agreeable to their CharaBer^ and Or- 
der in the World, fuch as may arife 
from Two Livings of 200 /. a Year 
£ach, or more. 

. : That 



X 
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That this is his Meaning may be 
alfo collected from the Provifion he 
would have to be made for them, ia 
the Words immediately following. 



** There ought, faith he, faj to be 
Sufficient Provifion made, to en- 
courage Ingenuous Perfons to En-r 
ter into the Clergy ; to free them 
from anxious Cares vrhen Initiated; 
and Purchafe to them fuch Necef- 
faries as the Manner of the Service 
they undertake doth require ; and 
to Reward fuch as by Extraordi- 
nary Worth and Learning fhall 
Merit more th^n Others. All thefe 
Provifions are ablolutely neceflary 
to- the well being of any Church ; 
But none of them, in the Prefent 
Circuinflances of Things, 2xAPor 
verty of the Revenues of th? 

(a) P. 179. * 

"Church, 
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" Church, can be fully obtained 
** widiout the Pcrmiinon of Plura- 
•* Uties.^* 

Now, fince none of thefe Provi- 
{ions, {o abfolutely Neceflary to the 
Well being of the Church, can be 
fiilly obtained by. the Permiffion of 
Such Pluralities as are of the Value 
off, or 20, or 30 /. a Year, hcmuft 
mean, that Pluralities of Greater Va- 
lue, very likely of 200 /. 250 /. or 
300 /. a Year ought to be permitted 
for thefe Purpofes. For Inftance, He 
cannot be fuppbfed, in this Argument^ 
to Head, that 'a Clergyman of more 
IM^erit than Others ihould be per- 
initted to hold Two /Swt?// Livir^s ; 
(ince (uch a Permiffion, dio' it might 
Provide for him aSubfiftence as to 
the Neceffaries of Life, would yet, be 
no AcknoFmledgment of his Mefit. Nor 
yet, that he fhould be.Permitted ta 

hold 
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hoI4 One Small One together with 
One which is of itfelf a Subiiilence 
as to the Comforts of Life ; fince thk, 
though it might be a Proviiion that 
th? Small One ihould not be utterly 
NeghSied^ wouWj yet, be efteem'd 
the 'Taxing his Merit, and pot the 
Rewarding it What, therefore, the 
Defender here Pleads for, muft be a 
Permiflion to hold Two Gr^t Livings 
together. Each of which v^ould be 
a Handfome Maintenance for a Re- 
fdent Incumbent: for, if Eiiher of 
iJDSssi fhould be much under That 
Value, the Whole Revenue thereof, 
being but a Reafonahle Confideration 
for ferving it by a Rejident Curate, 
^e Curate might as well be the/»- 
immbenty for any Benefit diztt would 
fairly accrue frpm it to ^dcAMeritorixms 
Pluralift : elpecif^ly, if it be confider d, 
how great a Charge the Hur^lift muft. 
be at to Poffe^ himfelf of it. 

After 
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After the fame manner I under- 
f):and the Defender, when he fays, faj 
" The Number of Benefices in Eng- 
" land which may, Singly^ anfwer 
'' Any of the Ends above-mentioned, 
• is veay Small : And did not the 
** Hopes of obtaining Ibmewhat more 
*^ than a Bare Competence^ [or. One 
*^ Good Living] influence Parents 
*' and Xouth^ None of Gco<q? Condi- 
" ^?^», or F/V for any 0//6^r Imploy- 
" ment, would be . bred up to the 
" Clergy, or Enter into Holy Or^ 
*' ders.^' 

Nowj if Provifion for All the 
Ends abovcr-mentioned be abfolutely 
neceflary to the well being of the 
Church, and the Benefices which 
can, Singly, anfwer y4^ of them be 
very Fewy ^45^ Sendee hot included- 

{a) P. i80, • ' • ' - • -• "" • 
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in the Number of the Few, may be 
held together for the obtaining /hy 
of thefe Ends ; and then, furely, 
Two even of thefe Few, may alfo be 
held together for the obtaining Mori 
of thefe Ends. 

One of the Ends above-mentioned 
is, " The purchafing fuch Necefla- 
" ries as the Manner of the Service 
** the Clergyman undertakes doth 
" require." One of thefe Necefla- 
ries, to be fure, are Booh : And 
the Defender tells us, "In the 
" Purchafe of Such Books as are ab- 
" folutely neceflary to a learned Di- 
" vine, a .Revenue of 120 /. a Year 
" would coiiiaibute very litde.'* 
JSToW, if it be Neceflary that, a Cler- 
gyman fhould be a Learned Divine^ 
and that he fbould have the Books 
which are Neceflary to make him ioy 

and 120/. a Year will contribute 

very 
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very Kttle to the Purcbafing of them, 
and if Thcfe be but One of the Ne- 
ceflkries to One of the Ends above- 
inentioned, What Other Benefice, in 
th« Defender's Opinion, can be too 
Great to be held together with the 
Greateft in order to enable him to 
Purchafe fuch Other Neceffaries as 
the Manner of the Service he under- 
takes doth require ? 

- . Again, if nodiing but the Hop^ 
©f fomewhat more than a Bare Com- 
peteme can influence Barents and 
Tbuth; the Parents to breed their Sons 
up to the Clergy, and the Sons to go 
into Holy Orders ; and One of the 
S^ livings in the Land fhould, in the 
Eitimate of Parents and their Sonty 
be only a Bare Competencey (for the 
Defender hath no where told them 
How much is a Bare Competence, and 
How much a Competency of Suh- 

Jiftence 
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fifleme agreeable to their CharaSier 
and Orckr in the World) they are not 
forbidden to Enier tain Hopes of holdr 
ing together Two of the Befi Livings. 

Again, The Defender Pleads for 
jdie Ufe of Pluralities, as Now Tra- 
Bifed in the Church of England % 
but the Ufe of Pluralities, as Nvm 
Fradifed in the Church of England^ 
is,' for Any Clergyman, Qualified ac- 
cording to the Aft of Parliament, to 
hold Any Two Livings together, 
which He can get himfelf Presented 
to, within theDiftance of §0 Miles 
very loofely computed, let them be 
of as great Value as they will. And 
accordingly Buck Two Livings are 
Ufually held together, as are Each 
of them a Competency of Subjtftenca 
for a Refident Incumbent, in every 
Reafonable Man's Opinion, if not i|x 
the Defender's. 

I con- 
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I conclude, dien, (what I believe 
would have been Allow*d me with- 
out jfb Elaborate a Proof,) that the 
Defender Maintains it to be Coirue- 
ment to the Church in its Prefent Con- 
dition^ not only, that Two Small 
Livings fhould be allow'd to be held 
together by One Clerk, that Neither 
of them may be utterly NegleBed\ 
but alfo, that Any Two of the Beft 
Livings in the Kingdom, within the 
Diftance of Thirty Computed Miles, 
may be allowed to be held together 
by One Clerk, in order to influence 
Barents and Youth of good Condition^ 
the Parents to breed their Sons up to 
the Clergy, the Sons to enter into 
Holy Orders. Whether this will be 
Corwenient or no, I fhall now In- 
quire. 

With 
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With refped to Parents of Good 
Condition, the Defender " affirms. 
That ^hey ccxild not in Prudence 
bre^ up their Sons to the Clergy, 
imbfe thej might hope for Plurality 
t£ Good Livings. " It is certain, 
*' laith he, (a) that the moft fnig^ 
" Pcribn cannot breed his Son to 
" the Cfcrgj^ in the Umverfity under 
** the Ejfpence of 200/. And, if 
*• PkitaUties Were taken away, it 
''* would be Htde lefs than Madnefe 
** t& imagine, that Av^ Parent will 
** bang up his Son carefully at 
" School^ and, afterwards^ beftow 
" 200/. i^n his Education in the 
<* Uttiverfayy only to Purchafe To- 
" verty for him." 

In Anfwer to This, I do Admit, 
That the moft frugal Perfon cannot 
breed his Son, as a Commoner in the 

(a) f». r8o. 

(^ Univer- 
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Univerfity, to the Clerical Profeflioh, 
under the Expence of 200/. But I 
muft here Obferve, That the bring- 
ing up of his Son carefully at School 
for this Purpofe, if his Son afterwards ' 
decline the Clerical Profeffion, and- 
enter into Another , is to be placed to 
the Account of That Other y if it be 
a: Liberal Profeflion. The School 
Education, and the Charge of it, 
muft then proceed, let him be of 
What Profeffion he will. And Pa- 
rents chearfuUy fubmit to This, with- 
out having determin'd of What Pro- 
feffions their Sons fliall be. The 
Charge of their Education in the Uni- 
verfity comes next to be confider*d. 
And, Here^ for the Firfi^ Two Years 
at leaft, Parents are ftill Indifferent: 
Such parents, I mean, as are defirous 
their Sons fhould follow their Genius 
in the Choice of their Profeffion ; 
and the Charge of l^hus much of their 

Univer- 
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Univerfity Education relates as well to 
One Profeflion as Another. But ad- 
iliittiiig, that, from the time th^ 
Choice is made, the Expence be at 
leaft 200 /. The Parent^ then, hath 
only to compare, from that time, the 
Charge of the leveral I/carried Profef-' 
fions, with the more or'lefs probable 
Revenue of each 5 and to fee, Whe-^ 
ther, if with 200 /. leifurely advanced 
for the Education of his Son, he pur- 
diafe for him, 80, or 90, or 100, 
or 110, or 156, or 200/. a Yeaf, 
as it may happen, for his Life, (as, 
very probably, he may, if Pluralities 
be not allow d) he do therewith, itt- 
deed, purchafe for him Poverty : Or 
Whether, whilft Plurality of Great 
Livings may be enjoy'd by Single In- 
dunibents, he do not therewith, nldfe 
probably, purchafe for him only 5, 
or 20, or 30 Pounds a Year, which, 
cdnfidering his Liberal Education^ 
Q^ 2 and 
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and his Reafonable ExpeSiationy is 
acknowledg*cl to be a State of Hard- 
(hip, and PifEculty, and even of 
Poverty* 

I therefore, in the View in which 
\ take this Matter, b^ng, as I ap* 
prdiend, not Mad, but in my per- 
fed Senfes, do Imagme, that a Seri- 
ous, Wife, and Good 'Parenty if he 
find his Son IncUnd to the Profef- 
^on, and likely to be a Ufeful Man 
in it, will breed him up to the Cler-*- 
gy, and let him take his Chance for 
ffeferment, altho' 'Pluralities {hould» 
no more be allow'd ; and that Pa- 
rents in generaly if Pluralities {hould, 
Ho more be allow*d, wou'd have ift- 
finitely a Better Chance for a Com- 
(n^tont Provision for thdr Sons than 
i{m they hav^ 

For. 
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For if, as the Defender Obferves, (a) 
** There ought to be Sufficient t*ro- 
" vifion made to encourage Inge- 
" nuous Tedons to enter into thfe 
*' Clergy," fij " and the Benefices in 
^ England which may, Singly^ an- 
** fwer this End, are vcty PeWy^ 
and, confequently, that any Two of 
the Greatefiy not included in the 
Number of the Few^ may be held 
together for this End, is it not eafy 
to fee, thit if, in 500 Inftahces, 
Two of the Greateft Livings, not 
included in the Number of the Few, 
may be held together by Single In- 
cumbents, 500 Ifigermous Perfons, led 
by their Hdpes of Plurality ^ muft b* 
difappointed even of a Competence f 
And that the Allowance of Plurality 
of Great Livings muft be a tJifcott- 
ragement to all 'Thofe Parents, in par- 
ticular, to breed their Sons to the 
QeKgy, who have not a Profpeifl^ of 
f«;P.i79.r^;i8o. CL.3 obtaining 
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obtaining Such Plurality for them 
by tlieir Relation to, or Inter eji in, or 
(Compliance witli Qreat Patrons who 
J)eftow them ? 

But, were it true, that, if Tor- 
rents cou'd not hope for Plurality of 
Good Livings, none of good Condi- 
tion would breed up their Sons to the 
Clergy ; I beg leave to Inquire, when 
they fliould have declin'd This way 
of Life for their Sons, what Other 
they would be pleas 'd to put them 
into? And I expe<a this Anfwer; 
that, having given them a Learned 
Education, they fliould direft them 
to the Faculties of Law or Thyfyk. 

If this t:hen flioujd be the C^fe, I 
will adventure to affirm, Thaf Pa- 
rents would, generally, meet with 
the ufual DifappointmentSj confequ|sn|: 
Ijppn precipitate Meafores tal^en by 
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high Spirited Men out of Humour, 
.and overvaluing their Significancy ; 
and that of the Many^ who fhould 
be diverted from going into Orders, 
becaufe they could ho longer expe<St 
Plurality of Great Livings in the 
Church, there would not be above One 
in Twenty^ that, in Either of the Fa- 
culties above-mentioned, already 
Ovefftock'd, would be - able to get 
Water to waih his Hands j and that 
the other Nineteen would be glad at 
their very Souls to find Refuge ih 
Single Church Preferments of a 100 /. 
-a Year Revenue. 

I think, then, the Defender fe 
Miflahen with refped to Parents of 
good Condition, in general. Let us 
fee, in the. next Place, Whether he 
be more in. the Rigbt^ with regard 
to <S?»f of good Condition, in geni- 
tal V 
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" If any Tarmts^ fays tbc Dc^-r 
** der, (a) fhould be (b good-natured, 
"<* or fo zealous, as to do it," {/. «. fiq 
breed their Sons to tfae.Oeigy when 
Pluralities {hould he nomcHre allowed,'] 
*' yet it would be Impoffiblc to Ter- 
** futade Young Men well Educsfedy 
*' who are naturally Aipiring, and 
" led by their Hopes, to enter ini^* 
" Clerical Life in which they can 
*' expe^ no more than a Bare Com- 
** fetemer And again, " It would 
" be inVain^ in this Cafe, ^ Uig^ 
" to a Young Man, that, in a Qeii- 
^* cal Life, He muft be contented 
*' with a Bare Competence^ and that 
** die Biches of this World o^ghl to 
« be Defpifedr And again, « Jfc 
** would certainly Anfwer, lliat, if 
** things be lb. He will never ei^iter 
** into rfiajt State: of life lyhtdi fliaU 
<< lay ibch ah (^bligadan of Sel^^ 
f nial uponhinj," 

(a)?. 181, ■ fil 
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in Anfwer tp dils, I fay, i. That 
if Pjsrfioaficn be at all Proper in this 
Cafe, the ^g//^r Educated yanng Afen 
are, the more eafily will they be Per- 
fmaded to enter into a Clerical Life 
by the Proper Motives to it. The 
Proper Motives to it are. The Oppor- 
ttmt'm they will have to promote the 
Qiity o£ God, and the Happinefs of 
Man ; the Bfteem and j^eSiion that 
will perpetually attend them in the 
Steady and Uniform Purfuit of Thefe 
Snds ; the Succefs and Influence they 
may exped who fo well entitle them- 
^Ives to the Love and Honour of 
Mankind ; and die Comfort here, and, 
Recpmpence of Reward heseafter, 
which will follow the Faithful and 
<^(ci^ntiots< Diicharge of their Duty; 
iSitsAy together wid| ^hfo Motives^ 
^nce the Lahurer is ff^srtfy of Bis 
^fSre^ no one wffl (liy, ^bat the Bwr- 

§)eft 
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Iped of Such a Competence as is fuit- 
able to the Simplicityy and fufficient 
:for the Support of the^Sacred Cha- 
rader, hzn Improper One, 



rally as Others have to any Other; 
who verily Believe they have Talents 
intrufted to them which Fit them for 
this Imployment ; who feem tothem- 
ielves that, in their Difcpurfes to their 
Audience, they fhall be Able to Rea- 
fon fo clearly, fo forcibly, fb conclu- 
fively, as to Cotwince the Gainfayers; 
and to Speak fo diftindly, fb elo- 
quendy, fo emphatically, fo pathetir- 
cally, as to' Perfwade Thofe whom 
they fliall have convinced ; and. ^yho 
have no Dmltt upoo ^em, but that 

they 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Pluralities /«a^^«^^/^. 235 

they ihall lead fo fober, fo regular, 
fo irioffenfive, fo reputable a Life, as 
)that, inftead oi abating the Influence 
of their excellent Precepts by ill Co7%- 
du£i, they fhall . much increafe it ,by 
good Example. • A Confcioufnefs of 
thefe Natural VowGTs to difcharge 
|;he Minifterial Office, tp the Honour 
of their Great Mafter, is the true Qe- 
nius to the Profeffipn, This is the 
Inward Call to it. They are already 
aflured of Succefs. They Antkipdte 
it. Pojfunty quia pojfe Videntur. There 
is no Need to- 'Perfwade Thefe Men 
to enter into the Clerical Life. They 
Covet it. They are Impatient for it. 
And, being Admitted into it, they 
Delight in i^. To ha.ve Diverted 
them from it to any Other Imploy- 
ment would have been to have made 
.them Unhappy. \ I, will fuppgfe This 
to b^ die Cafe ^£ great Nliidbers of 
■the Clergy of th^Cl^ufch^fjfygland'y 
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and if, upon Experience, they have 
le& Succefs in their Labours, and con- 
fequendy lefi Happinefs than they 
Hoped for, it is owing to that Noted 
and Accurfed Draw-back from their 
Induftry, and Zeal, the Ind^erencty 
and Negligence, and Deficiency in 
Parts and Learning, and fcandalous 
Attention to the Riches and Pleafures 
of This Life in Thofe who, contrary 
to the Bent of their Genius, are IPer- 
fwaded to enter into Holy Orders. 



Office, As might Serve for a Balance 
only to the wrong Infufiom of Others^ 
or faife Notions of dieir Own, con- 
cerning Propriety of Expencc in tfee 
Clerical Life, it would not always be 
in Vain^ There 
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There are Expences, which Other 
Men, who can Aflbrd them, ImKH 
cently go into, which yet are not only 
Uftneceffaryty but Unfeemly alfo in a 
Clergyman^ AU kind erf" Gaiety in 
^refsy as well with Re^)e£t to Every 
Part of his Family^ as to his Owa 
Perfimy All quick Tranfitions into 
the Modes and Fafrkm of the World, 
in which there is m> Particular Con- 
venience ; All unncceflary Enlarge- 
ment of the Clerical Memjm\ All 
coftly Furniture ; All kind of Excefs 
in Oecommyy are ftudiouCly to be 
avoided, as Unfuitahle to his Station 
and Cbarader, let hi», Revenue be 
what it will. Neatnefe, Convenience^^ 
Simplicity, and Frugality the Fund 
of Hqfpitality and Charity, will ever 
become him* It is incredible how. 
much liQve ^nd Honour Clerical Men 
might condQiM/te ta ^ben^ifeheSi,. and. 

to 
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to the Religion they Profefs, if they 
would only permit the Laity of good 



them to Defpife the Riches oi this 
World. Nay, they are Not well 
Educated, if they have not already 
Learnt to do it. Neither have they 
yet true Clerical Salifications, iot 
the Gofpel teaches All Men fb to do. - 

Riches 
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Riches in Good Hands, become Inr- 
ftruments of Good to Mankind. And 
More than a Competence, unlcTs it 
be for "this End, is not fo muck 
as Defirable'y for, Obtain'd, and 
not Imployd to this End, it will 
only Hurt the Pofleflbr. If Riches' 
are the Gift of God for Good 
Ends, and He hath not given them* 
to Me, neither will He ExpeSi of 
Me, what he will Z)^«wW of Others 
on whom He hath Beftowed them. 
My doing Good according to my 
poor Ability^ with my ^ifpofition 
to have done More Good, if I 
had been More Able, equally In- 
tides me to his Favour^ as if I had 
done the Greatefi Good. So far, then,, 
what is neither Neceffary to my 'Tem- 
poral Welfare, nor to my Acceptance^ 
with God, is not of Real Value, and 

if 
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if I have Learnt Not to Value it, 1 
have been well Jf^ruSied. 

The Defender, in<leed, is of O^ 
won, that (a) " AU the Topicks c^ 
** Evangelical Povertyy and how a, 
* Clergyman ought not to Seek die 
** Things of this World, nor to De* 
•« fire Riches, would Terfwade very 
** little ". But, ndther, feirelyy wenald 
they Dijftiode very much, when ohc<i 
thcfe Exprcfiions fhould be wnder^ 
ilood to mean no more^ than that 
the I'bhtgi of the World are not XA 
be Saughi after, nor the Rkhei of it 
Defired Immoderatdy. 1 hope the 
BonSy whom the Defender vrouH In^ 
ftuence to enter int6 the Clergy by » 
Profpaffe rf Plurality, a«e Chrifliank 
And if foj I truft they will not de* 
" ^Kne any Dtgree of Poverty that is 
Indeed BvangdkaL If they arc 

(a) P. i8o. 

Chriftians 



ift 



V 
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Chriftians who have been well In- 

firuBed^ they will know, for certain, 

that, in the Purfuit of Any Other 

Imployment, the Things of the World 

are not to be Sought after, nor the 

Riches of it Defired Jmntaderately* 

They will know, for certain, that, if 

they ihould hope to Obtain fbnaewhat 

more than a Competence hy Plurality i 

they fhould feek the Things of the 

World, and dgfire tht Riches of it,- 

Immoderately. toSy herein, they would 

Seek and Defire, Often that which 

was Unnecejaryy and Always that 

which was J^thers^ And, whatever 

the Defender may think of it, there 

is Nothing of which / ani more fiilly 

Convinced, than that the World is 

not yet become lb Vicious, butdiat 

;diere are ftill many ^SW of good 

Ctmditimi^'ii'^y Orders, whom the 

^^at^'B^v^^ j^^n :;Ea^th could not 

:p^YJail . J^9l»j tG[ y^c^^- erf f Semd 

n K "■ cither 
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-is ESecentj y^hftt'i^ R%albnable, what 
i& Juft. , In the itemper alio with 
which dic}^ aw ibllo>y'ed, there liuft 
/ib& a good, deal, ^i Iw^fffre;nce ^ fince 
fiiperiwke h^th ^ fufficieiatly ; alTured 
Us, there is ^:tat Hif^afd, whether 
;^hat is Defir^d -for; .the Bmefit of 
fkieriy m^y. ttot be Diverted . to the 
JSuft of QuffehiS!% ^t of Thofe whQi^ 
■WtM^re^ieffj^ral ^^ Eternal we 
moft fafSoaj^tely? defire. Qiv^.tM 
Mkiir p9vifi^yjf^ Rijshes^ yrss the 
'Wifli xrf df^//r. /<^ What then Rc- 
saimtsd^i him tp Acqyiefce in i)ut 



■,0 V- 



/ If M 1^ YoUi?g[^^^/^ Man, 
•<lfiw 'haviag Ipeen ;th^s ^Taught , to .fee 
itimtftilted. ii^: 2iiQ^fjpemce,^ and. tip 

#x^eriitth«|[,if.,tlwigs tif (fo, ,he|^ 

(a) Prov. 30*8. •ii)oL 

9riT R 2 " Life, 
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" life, which fhall lay fuch an ObK- 
" gacion of Self-Denial vi^vi him,** 
He wiB Anfwer after a Manner ftiffi- 
ci^ndy to AfHire Me, that he ^hsth 
never diought any thing about the 
Duties of the Clerical State, but whait 
were Kkely to be the Profits of k 
only ; that therefore he is not Worthy 
to be Admitted into it; that the 
Church hath had a narrow £fi::ape 
from an Enemy, the worft of de- 
mies, pretending Friendfhip; and who* 
taken into her Bofbm, would have 
flung her to the Heart. No Man is a 
Friend to Chriflianity that is not in 
the Inter efi of it. Nor Any Man in 
it*s Interefi, who doth not r^ard it*s 
Precepts. If the Young Afpiring 
Man be a R^garder of Ihfe, he will 
"find, there is iVJ? State of Life which 
Ivill not lay him undo- the Same 
Obligation to Sdf-DeHial s» Tbis 
4oth< 

'' ~" ^"^' ■■ The 
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The only right View a Man can 
have of entering into the Clergy^ is, 
To Promote the Belief and Pra^ice 
of Rel^on. And He is at liberty, 
confidently \wth this Fiewy to Im- 
prove his Temporal Eft ate ; and no 
lefs under an Obligation to forego 
the Advancement of Himfelii and to 
Defpife Riches, when Thefe cannot 
be obtained but in a way Inconftftenf 
with it. And iince the Imputation 
of Avarke in Himfelf, and of Inbu- 
Monity tx>wsx6s his Brethren engaged 
In the Service of the fame Mafter, 
will, in the general Opinion, 9s furdy 
adhere to the Pluralift, as he accepts 
Plurality, it will be abfolutely Impof- 
fiblc for Him, Accepting Plurality, 
not to Hurt Reli^on, inftead of Pro- 
moting the Belief and ^roEHce of it 

To be Q)ntented with a Compe- 
tence^ and to Decile Riches^ are c^' 

R 3 tainly 
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fainly Chriftian Duties. And I never 
yet knew a Perfon in Holy Orders, 
who did not think it his Duty, or, at 
kaift, who did not take upon him, asi 
if in Duty boUndy to ^^c^' Men (b. 
And if He fo Afpire after Prefer-? 
merit, as to give himfelf the Liberty 
to t>ifregdrd the Pra<^ce of Thdc 
Duties Himfelf^ which he leamedt^ 
Proves to be the Duties of 0/i5^ Mwij 
he is no better than a iii5?^r//(? ; and 
is fo far from Meriting to be Iiroittd 
into the Ciiurch, by a Profpcft of 
"PJurality of <5oDd Livings^ on account 
of his Good Condition.^ or, ^f you pfeafe 
ttx add, of his Fine 'Parfs, and great 
Learning, if that fhould happen' to 
^be the Cafe, that, let'thefe Endiw- 
'rirents be what they wM,"hc doth not 
Really Deferve even- -me Leafl^'cA 
Thofe Beneficesj which the Defender 
afiures us ido not cxce^'thc Annual 
ViVat oiTive'Ptnmds. ''^ '' 
. ^ But 
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But this Part of the Argument for 
the Continuance of Plurality, founded 
in a Suppofed general DifincUnatim 
in 'Thofe Young Men to enter into the 
Clergy, whom He would chiefly have 
to do fo, is Repeated, and Jnforced 
hf a Suppofed Hurt to Religion if 
they ihould not, in the following 
Words. 

** If Pluralities, which Incree^e 
" the Subfifkncc of the Clergy Be- 
'•^ yond a bare Competence, were 
" Abolifhed ; it would infellibly ff^ 
** low, (faith tlie Defender,) (a) that 
** no Young Man €^ Goodmans ^iivd. 
" Pregmnt Hopes would erfter into 
" the Clergy, and ^at there would 
" ]l;hen remain None for tiie Service 
" Q& the Church, but of the Loweft 
" ap^ Meaildl Sort of the People, 

f«>P. i8z. 

R 4 " an^ 
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" and of Thofe only Such, as thro' 
** Infuperable Dulnefs couW not hope 
" to make their Fortunes in any 
*' 0/;5^r Profefllon.". 

Before I confider this Argument^ 
I fhall fettle the Meaning of the 
Terms. 

It hath already been fliewn, that, 
by a T/ura/ity, which the Defender 
would have to Increafe the Subfiftencc 
of a Clergyman B&j/ond a bare Com- 
petence, is to be underftckxl, Tixio 
Livings, Each of which is a Compe- 
tence for a Refident Parifli Prie^; 
and, by the Subfiftence of the Clergy 
beyond a bare Competence, is meant, 
of a Few of them only ; becaufe there 
are but Few Benefices^ compared with 
the Number of Candidates for Holy 
'Orders,' which c^ be- held in Plura;- 
lity with 2c£ij Increafe of Siibfiftence to 
•thePlurahft. ; By 
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By G(M)d PartSy cvcty one luppofes 
to befignified, 2.Qmc)iij4pprelm/fotty 
a Rfitendve Memory^ a Fruitful /»- 
ventiorti and a Solid Judgment Pro- 
mifing the Attainment of great 
Learmngy and a Power to make 
great Ufe of it for the Service of 
the Church. 

"Of a yoiing Man of T regnant 
Hopes, I imagine, die Defender in- 
tends, a young Man Big with Hopes, 
Begotten in him, and Conceived by 
him, through the Confideradon that 
he is <^ a Family which can Give 
him Two Livings, or can Get him 
Twq. In This Sehfe I underftand 
dus Term, becaufe, the being of a 
Good Famify is a dii^rent thing 
from die having Good PartSy which 
may be found in Perfons^^pf: Inferior 
Co^itfon ', and, becaufe it is before 

afiirmed 
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afErmed by the Defender, that none 
of Gootaf Condition would be Bred to 
die Cla^, but ioiif^G. Hopes of Plu- 
rali^ ; and becaufe the Men of 
Pre^ftanf Hopes, in diis Senfe, are 



Church, t)ut very Low 2Ji& l^^n 

People; 
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Peopfc 4 and of Thefi^ only fiich of 
^lemiwiM enter into the Oeigy, as, 
dirmi^ fnfuperSU Tiukefs^ cannot 
hbpc' to make tli^ir Fortunes in any 
CW^Profeffioh. 

• * 

This Argument proceeds upon 

^Jar/flw Siip|K^tio!ls, rfiafcare i)fero- 

^tyrj'i to the $aGted Charader; and 

upoft Ceutain- OBers thatTOK FdJ/e, '. 

.'■ J. Jt fiippofes, thit the Cbitf Ma- 
liitt toYdung Men of Good Parts and 
ig^dFaimius m general, to Enter into 
rtiie Oler^, i^ to soake ihxix.Fortmiis 
fay BcclefiafticallReveixad ; and thit 
No Otitr^ Motive unaccompanied 
widi This, is fufHcient , fbr the Fur- 
pofe. .. ^ Fbty Mpon whajtevser Pria- 
f' rcpbsjc (fays the Defofrder/^;^,:) 
iilnfen, ah-eady^initiafied into tile 
f^ Sacred Office^ do ptDceod toexe- 

** cute 
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" cute thdr Duty, and continue in 




Slualified and Supported be necefiary 
to dus Purpofe. But, to flippofe 
Men who are under the greatefl: 
Obligations to be Thankful to God 
for the Advantages they enjoy j and 

to 
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to Manifeft their Thankfulnefe in the 
Ufe of the Proper 'TalenU intrufted 
to them for his Service ; to have been 
indue d to Enter into the Clergy Frin- 
cipalfyy with a View of making 
their Fortunes by Ecclejiaftical Reve- 
nueSy is Derogatory to the Sacred 
Chara^er; and may oa^alion a 
Doubt> whether Thofe who are for 
thus Serving Thm/ehes in the Firfl 
Place, will be contented to Serve God 
even in the Second, 

But, 2. What iSir/ of Ecclefiafti- 
cal Revenues are Thefe, by which 
tjie Argument foppofes Youi^ Men 
of good PartSy and good Familiesy 
Deiirous to make their Fortunes? 
Why Plurality of Benefices with 
Cure of Souls : For, unlefe they had 
This Profpeift, they won d iVi^ Enter 
iato jhe Clergy. But, if no Man 
cwi ipake his Fortune hyflurati^ of 

Bene- 
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Benefices, without defeating his^j^d^r* 



•o/ 
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Gferg7 by a Profp«& 'of Ruralities, 

ar^ at the faaie Time, -Men of 

great Piety, aiod great Gaodmfsy whd 

above .all tilings, ' deBre to {S-bmote 

Religion znd l^iffue smongft Men} 

and wiio would f6reg&'any Pri>ffatii 

Advants^y lather than weaken the 

Infiuem» they. Inight' have tipon Men 

for dtefe Purpdb. I take it for 

GhrlQt^ that the £>efender iSSs^^ 

This; becaufe he would not be a 

Serioi^ Man^ if be {hotkld thiiik it 

piijper. that any .Ck^ (SW of Meii 

fhould be Invited tdr Enter into thd 

Qergy^ bf Ai^ Pi^o^K^b whadbever; 

l^Wy thofe are the Qnfy \Men, ic> ii 

truev who aort: ii^^hdy J^^ai^ied ta 

Enter lAtq. , thfr .Cldrgy. But flien, 

Thcfe arc aUo; die /fervMen who 

l*ia nbt Accept of iPtuialfef. For, 

if you ;wer^ tor d^oaii^ 'tipoft thii 

Sub^edb "tfll pw^dc^yi^CbnttTrnmee 

i£ Fhl^litid^/is<iad InvitsEtion» old]^ 

A '.u' "\ to 
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to Covetous and Ambitious Men to en- 
ter into the Clergy, whether of great 
PartSy or infi^rably Dull; of good 
Families, or of the Lowefi and 
Meaneft of the People ; who, pro- 
vided they can Attain what they are 
in purluit of, have very little Con- 
cern about the Fhurijbingy or well- 
being of the Church ; or, whether 
they fhall not bring the Sacred Cha- 
rader into Sufpiciony and Religion 
into Contempt. And, if this be the 
Cafe, What Occafion is there for the 
Continuance of Pluralities ? Or, what 
is it to any Man, who wifhes the 
Profperity of the Chriftian Churdi, 
whether it be brought into Contempt 
by Men of good Parts, or Men in- 
fuperaWy Dull} excepting that, I 
think, he would Chufe, if it Mufi 
be brought into Contempt by One of 
them, it fhould befo, by Meninfii- 
perably ;i>2^//. For, wicn Men of 

Parts 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Pluralities Indefenfibh, 257 

Parts do the Things which they can- 
not Jtiftify-t it is the Caufe of more 
Infidelity^ than when the fame things 
are done by' Others^ of whom it 
may be faid, that they Kne^ no 
better. 

2. This Argument fuppofes the 
Men of good Parts^ and good Fa- 
milies^ to be of fuch Credit and Ser- 
vice to the Church, by their Interefi 
and Abilities^ that it is worth while 
to Indulge them in their Appetite to 
Plurality for thefe Advantages ; not 
confidering that, if Avarice and Am- 
bition once enter the Sacred Chara- 
<5ter, the Honour of the Church is 
Proftituted ; and Ecclefiaflical Men, 
of All Men Living, will no longer 
be Able to do it the Leafl Service. 
Self-denial is the great CharoBerifliclt 
of Chriftian Men in general ; and of 
the 'Profeffors and Teachers of the 
S Chriftian 
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Chriftian DoArines in particular. 
And, though this hinders not, but 
"fliat a good Chriftian may Increafi 
his Fortune by honeft and juft Means, 
fifice a Fortune fo increased, in Pru- 
dent and Good Hands, may be inftni- 
mental to the Glory of God in various 
Benefits to Mankind ; yet, the Ct^vet- 
ingi 2iti^SeiJing upon Another's Main- 
tenance, is not Self-denial ; and afl 
that a Pluralift fliall ever fay upoh 
*Ihat Head will go for nbthing. And 
What occafidn then to exprefs fo 
much Concern, left the Men of 
good PartSy and good Fdmilies,{ho\i*d 
choofe, if Pluralities were abolifh'd, 
to make their Fortuiies Sonie Ol&er 
Way ? For, Who cares a Farthing 
TFhich Way they ftiall choofe to 
make their Fortunes, if they will 
not be Contented to do it in an H^ 
neJlWay} 

That 
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That Men of good ^artSy and 
good Families, may be of great Cre- 
dity and notable Service to the 
Church, if they will Enter into the 
Clergy, upon proper Motives, and 
duly i^ualifiedy there can be no man- 
ner of Doubt. For here will be the 
P^is Unita io much deflred by all 
good Men, the Strength of Argu-' 
menty and Innocence of Life, and 
Countenance of 'Power: A three- 
fold Cord not quickly Broken. But the 
Defender holds out Pluralities to Men 
of good Parts and good Families in 
GeneraL And yet, 'tis certain, that 
many of Thefe thus Invited, and 
Accepting the Invitation, have not 
Prudence, have not Diligence, have 
not Courage, have not AffeBion ; do 
not purfue what is for the Homur 
and Interefi of the Church ; do not 
forbear what will 1)if grace it, what 
S 2 will 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26o Pluralities Indefenfihk. 

will Hurt it, what will Prejudice 
Men againft it ; and, conlequently, 
do it Not that Credit and Service^ for 
which, it is pretended. Pluralities are 
beftow'd upon them. Nor, indeed, 
is it likely, that Such as are Invited 
to Enter into the Clergy by the Hopes 
of making their Fortunes by Plurali- 
ties, fliould have thefe excellent ^^- 
lities, in the fame degree with Thofe^ 
who are induc'd thereto by the Pro- 
per Motives; or fhould indeed at- 
tend to Jity thing fo much as to iTjat 
which was the Chief Motive to them 
to Enter into the Clergy. 

But, were the Men of good Pans, 
and good Families^ All duly ^a- 
lijied ; yet the Defender's Scheme 
would by no means Anfwer his Pur- 
pofe. He purpofes to hold out Plu- 
ralities to the Men of good ^arts and 
-good Families^ in order to Invite Hem 

only 
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only into the Clergy ; hoping all Men 
of infuperable Dulnefsj and mean 
Extra&ion will have Modejly in pro- 
portion to their Merits and be very 
well contented with the Revenue of 
Single Livings, as a Reafonable and 
Sufficient Adva7tce?nent to Perfons of 
their Slender Improvements and Low 
Condition. But, in this, he is pro- 
digigufly miftaken. For Men of the 
Meaneft Birth can put a Value upon 
tljeir Sigmficancy,high enough to keep 
them in very good Humour with 
Themlelves ; nor are there Any of 
them fo Infuperably Dull, as not to 
be able to Learn, that Pluralities are 
not Limited to the Men of good 
Parts and good Families \ nor all 
Patrons oblig'd to give them to Such 
Men ; and that they may fairly look 
upon Ihemfelves to be equally In- 
vi ted by them ; and, as far as I hav^e 
bbferv'd, can have no Reafon to 
S 3 doubt 
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doubt but that they {hall be as Wel- 
come to them too. 

Now, if Men of Low PartSy and 
Mean Parentage^ are as likely to ob- 
tain Pluralities, as Men of good Parts 
and good Families, Pluralities will be a 
Lefs Invitation to Thefe to Enter into 
the Clergy^ than the Defender ima- 
gines : for they will have a Lefs Chance 
to obtain them. And, again. Second 
Benefices promifcuoufy beftow'd, nei- 
ther fuppofe any Merit in the Plura- 
lift, nor bring him any Credit ; bu^ 
on the contrary, lay an Obligation 
upon him to defend the Innocence of 
Pluralities, which, I beHeve, the 
United Ingenuity of all the Pluralifts 
in the Kingdom will in Vain attempt. 

Nay, Pluralities are a hefs Invito^ 
tion to Men of good Families to Enter 
into the Clergy than they are to Lo^ 

^d 
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and Mean People. For, Men of good 
Familiesy if they have good 'Princi- 
plesy (as they can hardly fail of Op- 
portunities to have, and as the Defen- 
der, I doubt not, Intends All^ whom 
he Ifwites into the Clergy by Plurali- 
ties, Jhoud have,) cannot, in order to 
obtain them, (even though it was 
certain, they might be Innocently en- 
joy'd,) condefcend to Any of the ma- 
ny Indecencies and Indignities preli- 
minary thereto, and confequent tliere- 
upon, which Inferior Men, more 
Necejfttousy of a keener Appetite^zxA 
of lefe Honour^ feldom find any Dif- 
ficulty to Comply with. 

This Sort of Invitation to Enter 
into the Clergy is Lefs alfo to the 
Men of Good PartSy than to the In- 
Juperably DulL For, in the firfl 
place, the Men of Good Par tSy if the 
Continuance of Pluralities be at all 
S 4 an 
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therefore the Contmuance of Pluralities 
will be a Lefs Invitation to Enter into 
the Clergy, in proportion to the Pro- 
fpe<3: they fhall have of Succeeding 
better in fome Other Way ; and, ac- 
cordingly, great Nurnbers of them 

(a) P. i8p. {b) P. 182., 

for^gQ 
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forego the Clerical, (notwithftanding 
the Continuance of Pluralities,) and 
clofe withCV-y/V Imployments: whereas 
the Injuperably Dull, the fame Au- 
thor fuppofes, (a) " Cannot hope to 
" make Their Fortunes in any Other 
" Profeilion, " than the Clerical; 
thereby granting they May do io in 
^his, tho' Infuperably *Dull So that 
if y^;^ Men will be ^ifcouraged from 
Entring into the Clergy by the Dif- 
continuance of Pluralities, it is likely 
rather to be the Lowejl and Meaneji 
Sort of the People, and amongft 
Thele, fuch as are Infuperably Dully 
(who, whilft there are Pluralities to 
be had, are allowed to be Capable of 
making their Fortunes This Way, and 
affirmed to be Incapable of making 
them any Other Way,) than the Men 
of good Parts and good Families. 
JSTor, indeed, was there ever yet a 

ia) P. 182. 

Man 
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cently be enjoyed 5 and, confequendy, 
that Pluralities could be an Invitation 
to IngeniouSy Rej[mtable, and Good 
Men only, yet, even in This Cafe, the 

Allow- 
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Allowance of Pluralities would notj 
contribute any thing to the Flourijh^ 
ingy or well bebg of the Church} 
but^ on the contrary, w^ldi be very 
Inconvenient, For, there are but Fem 
Benefices in the Kingdom of that F'a- 
luey as that they can be h^ld iq Plu- 
rality with any Advantage to the PlvH 
ralift. I will fuppofe there are % 
1000. I will then fuppofe the Num^ 
ber led by their Hopes of Plurality, 
and within the Patron's Ruk) (for. 
Remember, xhtRoad to Preferment ]am 
now through many excellent ^t^ifir 
cations^ to be 5000. I will, then, 
afk Any Man, whether he can think 
it will contribute any thing to th^ 
Flourifiingt or well being of th^ 
Church, That 500 Men, excellmtt^ 
well Qualified for the Miniftry^ 
ihould be Depriv^ of a Competence^ 
to the end that 500 Others, no httm 
t^alifii^s ihould have More that) 4 

Com- 
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Competence? and every One of the 
4500 Wanting a Competence, have 
the Mortification to think that Hevs, 




the Many, who are well Qualified to 
Enter into the Clergy, a Fe^ only can 
Flourijh by Plurality; and As Many 
jiiuft be Deprived of a Competence, 
whilft Pluralities are allowed. Plurali- 
iBes, then, cannot be Conveniently 2\- 
lowed " in the preferit Circumfiances oi 
'■■ " things, 
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** things, and Pmerty of the Revenues 
" of the Church, " even if Patrons 
were Univerjally well Dilpofed, and 
Elegant in their Choice. The Poverty 
of the Revenues of the Church, made 
ufe of by the Defender, as an Argu- 
ment /^^ the All(ywance of Pluralities, 
is an Argument againft it. If the 
Revenues, Singly Sufficient for the 
Maintenance of the Clergy, are iW, 
will it tend to the Flourijhing Condi- 
tion of the Church to make them 
Fewer} 

If, then, the Continuance of Plura- 
lities, allowing that they fhould be 
always well befionscedy would Not con- 
tribute to the Flourijhing of the 
Church, what will it do, if Entring 
into the Clergy, in Hopes of Plura- 
. lity, be confiidered as Putting into a 
Lottery^ wherein 5000 flatter Them- 
selves with the Hopes of what 500 

only 
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only can enjoy ; and, in which, as In 
Other Lotteries, the 'Fortunate only 
"will fucceed? Hie Men of good Farts 
aind good Fafhitiesy and of the beft 
Salifications for the Sacred Office, 
will not have a better Chance, thati 
the Men of Infuperable ^ulnefs^ mean 
'^arentdgey fordid Notions^ and bad 
Ufe. And wiU it contribute any 
thing to ^tFlourifiing of the Church, 
to parcel out the Ecclefiaftical Reve- 
nues into Prizesy in order to Invite 
young Men of good ^arts and good 
Families to try their Fortune in com- 
mon with Young Men of Infuper- 
able Dulnefsy and Low Conditiony who 
cannot hope to make their Fortunes 
in any Other Profeffion ? This is a 
Scheme to divert the Attention of the 
Clergy from their Duty to Gaming ; 
and of the Valuable and Reputable 
Part of the Clergy, to Gaming with 
Mean People, who, as Dull as they 
t • may 
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may be in Other Matters, are, at Tliis 
Gamey perfed Sharper s» 

If, then, it be reafonaWe that Plu- 
ralitjes thould be AboUjbed'y and that 
every Clergyman provided with a 
Competence^ fliould therewith heCo/i^ 
tented \ and not aim to accumulate 
to what is a Competence for Himfelfy 
what may be a Competence for .^45*- 
other-y it is fit I fliould ftate what Is 
a Competence. 

By a Bare Competence, I under- 
ftaiid, what really Is a Competence, 
tho* itbe^o inore. But ftill it remains 
to be afcertained, What is a Compe- 
tence. To fetde the Meaning of This 
Term is of great Importance. The 
Plourijhing, and well being of the 
Qiurch will in a great meafure d^ 
pend Mpon it. Various are the O^- 
mons of Men concerning it. Of thfe 

different 
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different Eflimates that have been 
made, not Any hath fatisfied Every 
body. Notwithftanding this, Men 
. muft come to fome Refoiution, if they 
will Acquiefce in any thing which 
ithey Lihy or Mend any thing which 
they do Not like. If a great Prince 
-had never fb much a Mind to put the 
Church into a Flouncing State, yet 
ftill it muft be Intimated to him What 
will do it ; that he may coniider, 
Whether, if he fhould go about it> 
he might h^ Able to do it, or No. 
Whatever be propofed, it muft be a 
Competence that is General. For, if 
" Competent Riches be neceflary to 
.** the Flour ifhingy and well being of 
** the Church ; " if Any^ who have a 
Duty^ have not a Competence^ fo far 
the Church will Not\it in a Flour ijh~ 
.ing State. It muft alfo be a Compe- 
tence that is ^raSiicable. For, other- 
wife, thofe, who ftiall be Z)^roax to 

procure 
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pitocuie it for the Clergy, will be dif- 
couxagdd ixota. Attempting to do £}. 
tc nftuft adib be a Competence that is 
m^l^ to be Durable, For> odierwife, 
tile Churcby which all good Men 
^e$fe QoskM for Ever Flourifh, will 
do fe but hs a- Short Time. Two 
T^Biigs are lecp^ifite to this : a Fair 
-and J^fodeft Bfiimate^ tefl^ What is by 
SffftK^ called a Competence^ fhould, by 
Othersy be thoi^t a Sufferflidty \ and 
jy^rt in the ^offejfor, left, even 
^i»!f^ which is but a BartSubfifience 
^tDHine Neeejfaries of Life^ fhould 
ibe diott^t too MmtA It fhould not 
he fsfljawj as t& derive Ckmtempt upon 
the S^red Charter; nor yet io 
Mighy as to Corrupt even thole, who 
are to Rifarf>t Other Men. Give me 
Aeidaer ^aberty aor Riches^ was, as 
I have before Obferved, ^e Wifh of 
J^of' And thofe, who dsfire th« 
Fro/perity of the Ghrift;ian Churdj» 

T wiJl 
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will wifh the fame to Her, and for 
the fame Reafom; left ftie be Poor, 
and Steal', or Full, and De?ty God. 
Poverty is a great Temptation,: but 
not a greater than jiffluenc'e. Nay, 
Affluence, fuppofed to be a TempU- 
tion to Deny God, chiefly, is often a 
'Temptation to Steal alfo. CIm»j^- 
V^c^, then, is the ^tf/^/? Prov^km 
which can be made for the Clergy': 
the moft Dnrahk, fmce every Ofie 
perceives it to be Neceffary-y ajid, 
bemg Defrved, the leaft Emoie^zA. 
Point at all Events to be ieewted; 
fince, To be Etwied, is not to lue ii 
a Safe, but in a very Hazardous 
State ; and, if the Envy be well 
founded, and gemral, (as it will be, 
if it be well founded,) Ruinous. There 
are Particular Men fo Wife and fo 
Good, as that great Riches, in Iheir 
Hands, have been Means of .much 
(?oc?^ to Others, and of.no Hurt Xo 

Them- 
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Themfelves. But Abmdant. Wealth 
hath ever corrupted States. For, In 
States the Majority have not Wifdorh 
and Gobdnels equal to an Affluent 
Fortune. The Ecclejiajiical State of 
this IJland was, once, Hurt by Gene^ 
ral Affluence. The Prefent Ecclefi- 
afticJal State is Hurt, by the Affluence 
oi a Fewy and Poverty of the Reft of 
the Clergy ; and a tFant of morfc 
^ifdpUfie in the Church ; and the 
Negligent Q.n6. 'Partial Execution of 
^bat which it already hath. 

But, it may be, my Reader will 
ftill Inquire, What is it, then, I call 
a Competence} 

By a Competence^ I mean. Such a 
Maintenance as is convenient to a Perr 
fon of Such an Education, in fuch a 
Station, of fuch Qualifications tp 
promote Piety and Virtue amongft 

T 2 Men ; 
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if It be not fuiEcient to Enable Clergy- 
-men to live in fome Degree like Gen- 
tlemen. But, as Gentlemen- s Eftata 
are of Different Value, and fome 
£}entlemen -*^rifl^« themfelves in 

manj 
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many Expenccs, in which Others 
y4?^wThemfelves, and yet XwtEqually 
like Gentlemen, fo the Competences 
of Clergymen may yary\ and, yet, 
the Inferior Competences be fufiicient 
to Enable them to live like Gentle- 
men equally with the Superior, For, 
it is not any certain ^antity of Ex- 
pence that conftitutes die Living Gen- 
tilely. 'Propriety is the Rule of Gen" 
HUty. Art is as requifite to the liv- 
ing Gentilely, as Fortune. Nor is 
there Miy thing more cpmmon, than 
for fome of Larger Income 2vS?/ to 
live Gentilely, and for Others to Live 
Gentilely upon a Le^er Yearly Reve- 
nue. Upon the whole. What will 
enable me to CoTwerfe with Gentle- 
men in fuch a manner, as that I fhall 
be Limned to, in die fame Degree as 
what I fay fhaU deferve Attention \ 
and without conttadting fuch Obliga- 
fwnsy as fhall make Others Uneajy 

T 3 with 
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with Me^ unlefs 1 Comply with ihexa 



and Dire&ors of the People commit- 
ted to their Care, in the PFay to 
Everlafting Happinefs. This Office \% 
of great Dignity^ as the End of their 
Anpointinent to it, is of great Import- 
ance ; 



> 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Pluralities Indefenjihh. 279 

ance ; and, as great Salifications are 
required to the due Difcbarge of it. 
If, then, the Provifion for them be (o 
ZjjWi that it cannot be efteem'd a 
juft Recompence to them, for their 
having declined every Other Profef- 
fion, that they might be ufeful to 
Mankind in This ; if it be not Such 
at leaft, as may free them from Anx- 
ktyy which, dividing their Time^ and 
diftradling their Thoughts^ might ren- 
der them lc(s Ufeful to Mankind in 
This Profeflion, than otherwife they 
might be, if their Leifure^ ind their 
Gircumfiances were fuch, as would 
permit them to attend continually upon 
This Very Ithing, the Provifron is not 
Competent with relpe<5t to the Station 
of the Clergy. 

Again, Tliis Office fuppofes the 
Clergy to have fo much Autority in 
their afpcdive Parifhes, as that the 

T 4 People 
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People will, generally, be difpoied t6 
Submit to their Guidance and Direer 
tion. The Provifion, dien, windi, 
togedicr with the Other Necessary 
Supports of the Clerical Charafter, is 
not Sufficient to fecurc to diem This 
Autority, is not Csmpeient^ with re- 
aped: to their Station. I fay, together 
with the Other Necessary Supp^is of 
the Clerical Charader ; becaufe, with- 
eut Thefiy No Provifion, however 
great, will be fufficient to fecwte Au- 
tority. Nay, the Autority of the 
Clergy is founded wholly, in th^ Opi- 
niofty which the Peq>le have of their 
Knowledge^ of their StntSBty^ of dieir 
Prudence^ and of their Ditigme$ to 
do them Good. From Thde^MT^ 
fary Qualifications for tihc Min^hy, 
arife the Efteenty and Affe&iofty which 
the People have for their hkfafier ; 
and, as a Confequence of Hicfe, m. 
Difpojttion to be Guided ancj Dire0ed 

by 
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by Wm. Of thdc ^alififatiom the 

Clerical ChsmBicr daiAi cos^iA, And* 

in the Support of this CharaBir^ k 

fisunded ^// the Autmty the PaiOr 

chial Clergy have, or citl exped, or 

{tf etend to hate, in Guiding and jD/- 

reBing. Therefore, ftrialy Speaking 

a Competence is dcfired, not, diredly; 

to give the Parochial Minifter A4t(h 

rityt but, Supfxipi^ his Merit, and 

Slaying a Maintenance, to -Hinder 

the Autority founded ki the Support 

of the Clerical Charader, from Z)e- 

parting from him. For, if the Pro- 

inS^n for him be ^ M^e^M, as that he 

ilwU be t^npted to do Mean things 

ios9kStdifift€we*y and, thereby, the 

Clerical Charaa:er be Lefs fuppoi1»d, 

his Autmty will be, of courfe, Im- 

paird'. Or, if the Peoj^e ftiail be^ 

firom hence, fo Prejudiced in ^isfa- 

%xiur of ]un\, as to think, becaufe he 

18 
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rilfe of it for the Service of Religion ; 
and AJjiduity and Diligence in the 
Application of their SkDl to this P«r- 

pofc j 
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pofe ; and Care of their Liye^ and 
Converfations as Chrifiiansy and pf 
their Charaders as Clergymen, 

Now, Thefe are not Equal in All 
the Clergy. Many of them have 
Some oi thefe Qualifications, and not 
Others. Of 'Thofe^ who poflefs them 
^lly Spme have them in a greater 
Degree. Thofe, who have them in 
a Degree to do moft Service to Reli- 
gioriy are moft worthy of Efteem: 
and this EJieem is not improperly 
fhewn ty a Provifion for them' of 
greater Value. For, this Public 7^/- 
«w«y of the Service they do Religion, 
is an Encouragement to Them to go 
on to do it ftill Greater Service ; and 
an Incitement to Others to ^ucUify 
themfelves equally^ that they may be 
equally Serviceable; and may, in 
time, be the Occafion, that the 
Church (hall be filled with an Excel- 
lent, 
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krUy becaufc Difiinguifiyd Miniftry. 
The Revenue, then, which may be a 
Compttence to Some of the Ckrgy of 
Inferior Qualifications, will Not be a 
Competence to Others oi Superior » 



Great Knowledge is not ImmeMatehf 
to be obtained. To arrive at it, there 
is rcquir*d much Readings much Re-^ 

-^ ' JleBion, 
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fi0wk This fuppofes Marp^ Years 
^)ent i» the Purfuit of it The i^r«ar 
of y<»ing Men's Study may feirly be 
pxt&med to be, as yet, but Cruder to 
be mpemng, as they Advance in Age; 
and to be, at length. Mature. 

fti Young Men 73«wrfli5^«^ to Vir- 
tue, or Virtuous ^Jpcfitiom is a great 
matter, and worthy of Regard. They 
aic Promifai^y dxcy are Hopeful: But 
d!tey ha\re not been nmch Tried; their 
Firtues ha»c not yet been much 
Exercised i they are not yet become 
HaMtuid, Youi^ Men have not yet 
that Cau6ion, which Thofe, whom a, 
xigbc Ufe of tixic Own Inadvertertct 
wadFaihtrei have made fFmy, asi4 
€ircumfpe^t may he Prefum'd to 
l^nre ; nor y^ that Stea^mfs^ \(^ich 
a Reviesr of the Vamty of all earthly 
^ki^res and Pr-o/Stt ^ws to Men of 
i?/]^ Y«ars, staimo^ Conjkkratkn, 

And 
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And if, in Young Men there be, 
fometimes, a Brilk Application to the 
Difcharge of the Parochial Duties ; 
and a Good Underfiandifig^ beyond 
what might be expeded from them 
at I'heir Years; yet Diligence A\ic€b- 
cd by Wifdonty and 'Prudence found- 
ed in Bat^^/Vw^, the Ordinary Por- 
tion of Men, who have been longer in 
Life, and have taken due Nc*ice of 
what has pafled before them, are moft 
likely to carry on the Interefts of Re- 
ligion and Virtue with Succels. 

Since, then, the Proper ^udBficor- 
//o»j for the Difcharge of the Mini- 
fterial Office, are not Equal- in all 
Clergymen J and, particularly, fince 
it is not a Thing Lihely^ or indeed 
Poffibley that Young Men Adinitted 
into Holy Orders . at Twenty four^ 
fliould poffefs them, at that Age, in 
an E<jual 2%r#g with Others of 

Equal 
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JEqual Parts^ and Application^ and of 
longer Continuance in the Miniftry, 
the Same Revenue, which is Compe- 
tent to One, will be Incompetent tp 
Another. 

If it be inquirM, What Yearly Re- 
venue is a Competence iox the Paro- 
chial Clergy oi Superior Qualifications 
to promote Religion and Virtue 
amongft Men, my Anfwer will be 
to the fame Purport, as before. As , a 
' Competence for a Parifh Prieftj fimpjy 
confider'd, is fuch a Maintenance a;^ 
is fuiEcient to Exempt him from any 
'Need to Coniply with any thing Un- 
wortby of the Sacred Charafter^ and 
jp Inablc him to do things Worthy 
of it;,fo a, > Competence foT a Parilk 
Frieft . of Superior Qualifications to 
promote ReHgion and Virtue amongft 
>fen, is fuch a Larger Maihtenance, 
as is fuiHdent to Exempt him from 

any 
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> 



Make it Sufficient. 

It is fo far Not diffident, as ifidt 
a Gergpian of Stipirm' Qualifi<a^ 

tions 
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tions will not be duly Rewarded for 
his Preference of T*his Imployment td 
Ev&y Other j and for the Eyipenct he 
hath been at, and for the Pains he 
hath taken^ and for the Knowledgt 
he hath attained to, and foi- the Ufe 
he is of to Mankindj in this Profef. 
fion, if he ihall not, in a reafonabk 
time, get Something BetteY* 

It is fo far Sufficient^ as that a Pru^ 
dent and Gdod Man may, with refpcdl 
to his Qvm Perfonj be thereby pro- 
vided, not only with the Neceffaries-^ 
but.alfb, in a reafonable mfeafure,with 
the Gofmeniences and Comforts of Life, 

It is fo far Not Sufficient, as that 
He cannot be thereby Inabled to pro- 
vide for Othersy the Necejfaries^ the 
Gonvemencesy or the Gomforts of Life, 
to foch a Degree, as a Compaffionaie 
and Good Man would Dejire to do ; 
and as would Become a Clergyman^ 

U efpei 
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efpecially of a Superior Charader, to 
do, if he were ji^hle. 

It is fo hx Sufficient, as that a^vfaik 
of Parts and Learning may juftly, anil 
a 'Prudent and Good Man will cer- 
tainly, be Thankful for it, and cwiten* 
tedly Acquiefce in it, until he may b« 
removed to a Bemjice, or Dignity trf^ 
Greater /^<3!/«^ ; and not be DifcoTi^ 
tented if this do not f^ppen fo Soon as 
he may Deferve it fhould ; nor be 
Difappointedy if it do not happen at 
all. For, if his Prefent Preferment 
will furnifli Himfelf, not only Witb 
the Necejfaries^ but alfo, in a reafbn^ 
able meafure, with the C0wemem:esy 
and Comforts of Life, it will not be a 
Hardfhip Infupportable, if he be-iiot 
Able to Furnifli Others with dte Ne^ , 
ceftaries, Conveniencies, orComibrtt 
Kii Life, to a Degree' that a GW Maa 
will Dejiretb do This ; and whi<^ a 
(?(W^ Man, if he had Greater Prefisr- 

menty 
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ftient, would .^Wj^ do; and wluch^ 
if a Perfon Having Greater Prefer*- 
txient, do not do^ in Proportion as it 
is Greater^ he is not Good* 

Is a Benefice of Foirty Pounds a Ycaf 
Jnfufficient} - 

I am far from thinking a Benejki 
c£ Forty Toandiii Year of Value Sufi 
ficiem for i Peribn to Acquiefce in, 
who hath been at the Expence of^ an 
Education ^Av/)^/- for the Due Dif-. 
ch^ge of the Sacred Office, and who 
hath SeparatedUvcM^ fiom. all Other 
Imph^ments, to the end that he. 
might attend to This 6nfy, But I am 
of ppinjottj it is not If^fufficient^ (ot. 
Some time afc^ hiis Enti^ce into Hol)^ 
Orders* }A^U ufually tiAtc into Ho^ 
Ouders, at t;fee Age c^ ^tiomty-fsuri 
I am cf CJlpii^ that F(Jrty Pounds a, 
VirtU' is Cl^venue fk)t- Jt^ufficient foi* 
U 4 Such 
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Such Perfon for ^hree Years at leaft i 
During which Time, if he fliall be 
found to have led a Religious and Vir- 
tuous Life ; been Diligent m his Duty, 
and Prudent in his Condud ; the 
Church cannot be faid to be in a 
Flourijhing Condition, if, after This, 
there be not a Better Provifion for 
him. But if, after die Expiration of 
Three Years, no Better a Provifion 
£houid, as yet, happen to be his Lot ; 
I am of Opinion, that, if This will not 
Exempt him from. Compliances Un- 
ivorthy, or will T)ifable him from do- 
ing Things Worthy of the Sacred 
Gharafter, it muft be Owing to the 
Pravity of liis Dilpofition, or to the 
Want of a Proper Education, For, 
Whofoever hath 40 /. a Year, though 
he may be Obliged to Live Frugally^ 
if he will htjufl ; yet will it not be 
difficult for him to Submit to This 
Obli^tion fqr a Scafpn, ifj doing Ms 

Duty 
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Duty faithfully and confcientioufly, 
he jnay Hope^ that his Contentedmjs 
with the Neceffaries of Life, and his 
Abjiinence from Thofe Comforts of it, 
which, at prefent, he muft in Prit- 
dmce forego, will ere long be Re- 
warded with a Benefice of Greater 
Valm-i not fnatch'd away from him 
by the Rapacious Hand of fbme Plu- 
ralift, who calls himfelf his Brother, 
In the mean time, Frugality is Itfelf 
a Virtue, not Unworthy of the Sacred 
Charader ; nor doth Any Virtue fb 
well Inable him to do things Worthy 
of it. A great many things he can 
do, equally with the Beji Preferr'd 
Pluralifts in the Kingdom, that ar? 
highly Worthy of this Charader, which 
will Cofl him nothing ; and Expen-^ 
five things, being expefted of him, in 
proportion only to his Moderate In- 
CQtney may be done, in That Propor^' 
U 3 tion, 
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tion, as Worthily ^ as Greater things 
^y Richer Men. 

That 40 /. a Year will Exempt a 
J*crfon well Educated^ and well Z)j/^ 
^^(/^ from Compliances Umvorthy of 
the Sacred Character, and Inable him 
to do things Worthy of it, the Plu- 
ralift Himfe/ffhaXi Own. For, to be 
fure, he Propofes, that his Curate 
upon his Second Living, {hall do No- 
tiling Unworthy^ but, on the contrary> 
Every thing Worthy of the Sacred 
Charader ; and yet he Allows him no 
jnor^ than 40 /. a Year. 

Nay, the defender of Pluralities 
(hall Own it too. For he lays, {a) 
?' the Allowance generally made to 
«* Curates, is very IJarge and y/?»- 
^^ //^/; and, if it be not, it is the 
« fij/%»'s Fault. " Now, the Drfcn- 
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der of Pluralities could not but know, 
at the time of his aflerting this, that 
there was hardly a Single Injiance in 
a Diocefe, of an Allowance to a Cu- 
rate exceeding 40 /. a Year ; tliat the 
Allowance made to Curates was not. 
in Any Diocefe, generally ^ fo much 
as 40 /. a Year j and that many Cu- 
rates had been fo Khid as to have Ac- 
cepted of, or fo Necejfttous as to have 
Submitted to. Allowances of 35, or 30, 
or 25, or 20, Or, (keeping a School 
upon the Spot, or having t^^nAmthi^ 
Cure in the Neighbourhood^) of 1 5, or 
even of 1 o /. a Year. But I will fup- 
pofe the Defender to have imagined, 
that the Curacies, in general, of Every 
Diocefe, Were of Value 40 /. a Year 
Each ; or, at leaft. Might be fo, if the 
Bifiops were nrt: in Fault, {b) If, then, 

{b) As, to be furci they arc, whenever it is Lefs. For, 
^ the living held in Plurality be no nu^c thati 45. /. a: 
Year, is not 5 /. a Year clear going out to the Pluralift, 
|»))o has not a- clear Title to a Shilling, Sufficient ? 

U 4 he 
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he is of Opinion, that the Jllowance^ 
generally made to Curates, is very 
Large and Plentiful, which, yet, ex- 
ceeds not 40 /. a Year ; then 40 /. a 
Year, in his Opinion, is a Large and 
Plentiful Allowance to a Gurate,^ for 
the Time he (hall Continue a Curate? 
Arid is not, then, 40/. aYear^^ Large 
and Plentiful a Subjijlence for a Young 
Incumbent, for the Time he (hall 
Continue the Incumbent ? Neither o( 
them propofe toAcquiefce in this Small 
iRevenue for their Lives ; hut Both 
proc^d to Execute tjieir Duty chear- 
fully, in hopes of Advancement in a 
few Years ; and, in the mean time, 
may lopk upon a Revenue ^i 40 /. a 
Year, as a Mamtenance.y not Infuffi- 
0ent. for a few Years, beii\g Greater 
than Students, in Either of the Other 
Leaped Faculties, do ufually, in a 
few Years Acquire. Nor, can I fee, 
there would be Afty Ingmim^m^ tP 

• the 
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the Church, if there were Always t© 
be as Many Livings in Every Dioc^, 
as there are commonly, in the Safm 
Didcefe, Curates to Pluralifts, of no 
greater a Falue than 40/. a Year ; up- 
on which Toung Clergymen, inftead 
of being the Curates of PluraHftsj might 
be the proper Incumbents. And that 
Thefe fhould be given to them, when 
they went into Holy Orders^ as Liv» 
irigs of Itrial of their Salifications tO 
promote Religion and Virtue amotigft 
Men, for at leaft Ih-ee Years ; after 
which, if they fhould have Approved 
themfelves Wortly of Benefices of 
greater Value, Such might be givTft 
to them: For, I infift upon itj the 
only True Worthinefs of a Better Be* 
nefice, is the having Worthily di^ 
charged the Parochial Duties in a jF#^ 
?n£r\ and Such, if Pluralities wei« 
taken away, might the more eafily be 
Provided for them. 

It 
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It is faid, indeed, by the Defender, 
{d) " Thatby Pluralities YoungClergy- 
" men are Trained up in Curacies un- 
" dcr Others more Grave and Expe- 
" rienc'd, and fitted for the Service of 
" any Parochial Church in their Own 
" Right; who, if, at their firft Admif- 
" fion into Holy Orders, the Cure of 
" Souls and Government of Parochial 
*' Churches had been committed to 
** diem, would be apt to commit 
" many Ihdifcrect Ads, and execute 
" the ^ruft unfkilfully. " And again, 
in other Words, by Another Author, 
{f}) that " there is an Advantage ac- 
** crues to Religion by Pluralities ; 
" when they fell into fuch Worthy 
^ and Able Hands as ithe Law fup^ 
** pofes. It is well known, that the 
" greater Part of Thofe who deiign 
** for Holy Orders, enter upon them, 

(a) P. 191, 

{b) Cmfideratim m PlvralitUfi P. 12, xj. 

" under 
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" tinder the Title of Curacies^ as Iboa 
^ as they have taken their firft De^ 
" gree ; being no longer aUe to fupr 
*' port the Charge of abiding in the 
*' Univerfitics. And it is certainly 
" for the Advantage of all fuqh (and 
by confequence for the Advantage 
of Religion) to fall, at their firft 
" Setting out, under a Wife and Ex- 
^' pericnc*d Diredor of their Studies 
** and Condud ; by which they are 
** prepared to be Prudent and Ufeful 
" Paflors, when they come to have 
♦< Benefices of their Own. " 

But now, fince Pluralities do not 
j^ays fell into Such Worthy Hands 
as the Law Su^^ofes ; (if, indeed, thp 
Law doth Suppofe they fhall fall intq 
f^ortfy Hands at all, which I don't 
Bdieve) ; fince, Whatever theLaw may 
Suppofe, Pluralities do Certainly as 
p^en fall into the Hands of Perfons 

neither 
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neither Older nor Wifer than their 
Curates, and as much Wanting Di- 
r«0i9n in their Own Studies and Con- 
du€k5 and fince, if, at any time, they 
2)« fall into the Hands of Perfons 
jihU to gjve this Dire^on, fuch Per- 
fons may be Otberwife Implc^'d ; or 
not have the IncliTtation ; or, Living 
at a Diftance, want the Opportunity^ 
to In^)e^ i^e Studies and Condud of 
their Curates; I conclude, diat the 
ihp^i of being fbon Removed to Be- 
nepxi of more Value than 40 /. a 
Year, Provided they fhould Worthily 
difeharge the Duties of their Fundion 
for Some Time, on ^befe^ would more 
cfie^ally OhUge them to live Soberly^ 
and Btudiouffy and WiUgently-, and 
Dijcreetly on l^efe'y and, more cer- 
tainly be the Qccaiion of Wortbinefs 
to be Removed ; then their bemg un- 
der the Diredion of Uncertainly AH^y 

Vaoer- 
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Uncertainly ff^iUing^ and Certainly 
^iftant Pluralifts» 

I am of Opinion, with the Difin* 
rkr of Pluralities, that the Church 
cannot be in a Floufijbing C^dition 
without a Competeni Mdntenance k>t 
the Clergy. But I think, whoever 
wiflies that the Church may FlouHjb 
in This RefpeB, will likewife Wiih, 
Firft^ that This Competent Mainte- 
nance may be General '^ and that not 
a Few only, but diat M the Clergy 
may have a Maintenance, which, all 
things confider'd, fhould be CompS' 
tent: And, Secondly ^ That, fince ibis 
cannot be provided Immediately^ as 
Many of them, in the mean time, may 
have As Competent a Maintenance as 
is poflible : And will think the TaUng 
OfwayB. Maintenance £rom One of the 
Order, to Superadd it to the Mainte- 
nance of /^//6^, is not a proper "SA" 

medy 
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mcdy for the Want qf a General Com.^ 
petcnce ; nor the Way, to provide 
Competently for as Many as is pofiible* 



In the mean tbie^ tbow^ 4p/* * 
Year be, certainly, /^ SuSefeat a 
Subfiftence for a i'm;^ hicumkn^m. 
for a 7<9i»0^ Gurati, ioi a few Y«ith-} 
whUfl he is, as it were, a Prahtimut 

fbf 
+ " 
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for i. Better Benefice 5 and, as yet, 
without any Family ; yet, I have nof, 
as the Defender may fuppofe, fo Nar^ 
row a Mind Towards My Brethren, 
as " to Confine, for their Lives, the 
" SufkieTKyiQX a Subfiftence, merely 
" to the Nectaries of Life. '* But 
I acoiie the ^luraRft, he Defends, 
of having tiiis Narrvmiefs of Mind ; 
Sdt he does what in Him Iks^ that 
Om of his Brethren, who, but for 
Him, might Subfif): Conmnimtly and 
Comfortably for his JVhek Life, £haU| 
as it »m2^ happen, not have what is 
Sufficient even for the Necejfaries of 
Life,, for Any 'Part of it 

, Nothing n. more reafonable, than 
th^ the Im^^t of the Cki^ ihould 
be Larger y ifi Pn^tdcn as the^i 
flicnild anproyt themfelves Worthy of 
a Larger Income. This being ,{% h 
«fmnot be Coivdenimty osuGh kfs i\T^ 

ceffaryy 
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eeffaryt to the Flourijhnng Conditioii 

of the Church, that the Value of All 

Penefices, which are a Competence ion 

the Clergy, who have been Tried and 

^pproved^ ihould be EqtmL For of 

Thofe who have been Tried and Ap^ 

proved^ there may be Some, who^ up-' 

on Trial, have been More Approved 

ihan Others. And though^ fincc ^a^ 

irons are at Liberty toFrcknt Jpprovd 

Perfons to Livings in their Own Dif^ 

pofal, of how great Va/ue foeverj if 

eannot always be Securd, that the 

l^arger Living (hall fall to the Share 

of Him who hath the Larger Merit 5 

yet is it Neceflary to the Flourijhin^ 

Condition of the Church, that there 

(hould always heRoofftf in this manner, 

•^ to Reward Thofe who hyExtraordi^ 

«* nary JVortb (la.a\l Merit more than 

«< Others ; " and that Ingenious Per- 

fens fliould be Excited to make them- 

/elves very Worthy, by a Profpe^> 

tho* 
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tho* not of Plurality of Benefices, 
yet of Better. For, if All the Livings 
in the Kingdom fhould be of Equal 
yearly Value, though of Good Value, 
Perfons Unequally Worthy would yet 
have Equal Maintenance : Whereas 
Benefices of Unequal Yearly Value, 
Righthf beftow'd, would be always 
Equal : And if fometimes Not rightly 
beftow'd, yet there would be always 
Room for this Equality. Befides, if 
All^t Benefices of the Kingdom were 
of Equal Yearly Value^ whether this 
were »oo, or 200, or 300 /. a Year, 
and the Merit of Clerical Men were 
alfb Equals there would ftill be great 
Inequality in the Provifion for their 
Maintenance, For 100 /. a Year in 
Places Remote from the Metropolis^ 
where the Taxes are eafier, and Pro- 
vifions cheaper^ is Equal to 120, '130, 
or 140 /. a Year in Places (?f Nearer 
Situation to it. 
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Nothing, then, feems to be Want- 
ing to the Flourifimg Condition of 
the Church, fo far as Competences for 
the Clergy are concern d, than to In- 
creafe the Smaller Livings, without 
t)imini{hingthe.Gr^tf/«r; unlefs \<4iere 
Livings are of Fery gttzX. Value, 2& 
king of great Extent, and having 
feveral fcmnpips, or Hamlets belong- 
ing to them ; in v/hich Cafe, it is rea- 
fonable, that, v^^ith the Confent of tbe 
Patron and the Ordinary, an AB' of 
'Parliament ihov\dL be procured, for 
the Ereaing 2^ Chapel of Eaft and a 
Manfion vi^ithin every Townfliip or 
Hamlet ; and Endov^ing the fame 
with fo many 40 /. or 50 /. a Year, 
to be paid out of the Profits of the 
Iviving, for fo many Refident Incum- 
bents, to be Prefented by the Fatrm 
or X^^ReBor-, referving a Yearly In- 
come to thie ReBor of Five or Six 
times the Value of Each of thofe En* 

dow- 
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cJowments, and the Office of Super- 
intefusUmt of the Condudl and Dili- 
gence of his Fellow Labourers in fuch 
Parifti ; which would ri(A be fo much 
a Diminuticn of the Revenue of the 
living, as a better l^ifpofiuon of it. 

To Increafe the Smaller Livings, in 
^he Prefent Way erf dcang it, will be 
a Work of Jtg£s ; but may be done 
to MorroWy if Thofe, who Pretend 
to Wi(h k, will contribute towards it 
ooiy daeir BoriKorance to Oppo^ it. 

Let there Jio longer be any Plura- 
ajk in the Onirch, except in die Iwo 
iK^sre excepted Cafes:, nor, in Thefe 
any longer tha«i the Reafon for it fhall 
'fiibiift : Nor Any Such Officey as That 
isrf" a Curatey m the Kingdom, in the 
Seniie in which that lerm is ordinarily 
underftood : Let the Cures of Parifli 
Priefts on Reafonable Abfencey or 111 
X 2 Healthy 
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Healthy Of Other Lawful Impediment^ 
be in a friendly manner, mutually 
Supply 'd by the Neighbouring Cler- 
gy, at Certain Hours, not Interfering 
with Thole, in which Religious Ser- 
vice ought to be performed in their 
Own Churches Twice a Day ; or, 
i Otherwife, hyReJident A/tftantSy (Need 
fo requiring) either to be Ordained for 
the Occajion ; or, rather, Already in 
Orders, and (ubfifting upon their 
: Founder's Indowments in fome Col- 
lege of Either Univerfity ; or upon 
their own Temporal Revenues ; to 
be Allowed by the Bijhop, and to be 
Paid by the ReBory not according to 
any previous Hagling Agreement be- 
tween the Afliftant and the Incum- 
bent, but according to a known Rule 
regarding the Income of the Living, 
and the T*ime of Service : Let None 
be Ordained, unlefs for this Purpole, 
upon any Other Title than That of 

a Be.- 
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a Benefice already Vacant ; or Other 
Certain, and Sufficient Maintenance 
for Life ; that Supernumerary Cler- 
gymen, without Imployment, may 
not, by their Poverty and Turpitude, 
and Idle Habits, dilgrace the Order 
they have Stolen into by Falfe Titles : 
Let the Reward of the Incumbent's 
Extraordinary Worthy be Promotion 
to a Benefice of greater Valu^ ; or to 
a IDignity in the Cathedral Church 
of the Diocefe wherein he hath faith-r 
fully difcharged the Parochial Duties 
for Twenty Years at leaft ; or other- 
wife eminently Diftinguilhed Himfelf 
by tlie Fruits of Long and well Di- 
redted Study Publifli'd to the World, 
and of notable Service to Religion ; 
both as a Mark of the High Honour 
and Efieem in which he is held by 
Good Men for his Work's Sake ; and 
as a Quiet Refuge and Retreat to an 
X 3 " Aged 
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Aged and Learned ^Gnifte^, after he 
fhall have borne the Burthen and 
Heat of the Day in his Lord's Vine- 
yard : Let Plurality of dignities be 
as IncompatiWe, as of Benefices with 
Cure of Souls ; and Sinecures be uni* 
verfally apply 'd to increafc the Small 
Revenues of Large Cures, in the Gift 
of the Same Patrm, within the E^o- 
cefe : Let Contmendatns be no longer 
Tack'd to Bijhopricks, to the Mani* 
feft If^ury of the Inferior Clergy ; and 
Bijhops be incapable of ^«^/fo//o«even 
to i!la&Archiepifcopal^e&', and livings 
in the Gift of the Laity be allow'd by 
LoTiD to be held for Minon of the 
Patrons Family, till they flidH be duly 
Qualify'd to be thereto Presented ; 
and Bcmls of Refignatien Vacate the 
Matrons Tide to the AJfixwfmy and 
the Cler^% to Holy Orders ; and Cler- 
gymen in general, be Themfehes fo 

much 
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much in the Intereft of the Church, 
as to Breathe and Pant after Excellence, 
before they yifpire to Preferment : 
Let thefe things be Done, and I will 
Anfwer for it, a Competent Mainte- 
nance wherever it is Wanting, will 
foon be Provided for them through- 
out the Kingdom : And that there 
will be no Need of Plurality of Liv- 
ings, either to Excite the Indujlry of 
Men proposing to be of the Clerical 
Order, or to Reward their Merit. 

In the mean time, fince it mufl be 
Own'd, that the Church is not^ at 
^efent, in fb Flourijhing a State, in 
point of Competent Maintenance, as 
all good Men wifli to fee it ; and 
^ce the Allowance of Pluralities is fo 
far itovix Anfwering this End, that it 
Defsati it : Pcrfons defigning for 
Holy Orders, will do well to Confi- 
^er, by What Innocent and Lawful 
X 4 Means, 
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Means, the Clerical Maintenance may 
be Improved Without Plurality. 

Let them be Careful, in the Places 
of their Education, not to contraft 
Unneceflary Debts', and, therd^y, An- 
ticipate the Revenue of the Prefer^ 
ment, which they fome time or other 
Expefl:, to a Degree, that will make 
the Income oiTwo Livings but equ^ 
to that of One. And if Expenjive 
Habits are procured in ContfaBing 
thefe Debts, as is commonly the Cafe, 
the Demands, thofe Habits will naye 
upon them, when they go to Settle 
in the World, (for the Appetite will 
not be changed with the Climate) will 
occafion a further Diminution of the 
Clerical Maintenance, and make 
That, which was Competent^ Infuffi- 
cient. For Imprudence, No Provi- 
fion is Sufficient. Nor ought Any to 
be made for That, which ought Not 

t« 
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to be Suppofed, Even the G>rporatioa 
for the Sons of the Clergy, though it 
dotii not overlook the Confequence of 
Imprudence in the Fathom, the Di- 
fireffed Circumftances of their In- 
nocent Children, yet doth it chiefly 
regard the Indigeme that could 
not be Avoided by the Uttmft Pru- 
dence. 

Let them Live fo Sober, fo Tem- 
perate, fo Regular and Studious a 
Life, that there may neither be Incli- 
nation^ nor Leifure for Indulgence $ 
rfiat^ their JVants being Few, a hittle 
may be SuiEcient to fupply them ; 
and that their Charader, and At- 
tainments may be fiich, as will pro- 
cure them Favour and EJleem^ and 
the natural Confequences thereof, 
Good Offices in prefent, and a Better 
Provifion in Future. 
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Let them not enter into Early £n•^ 
gagcments of Marriage with Women 
of no Fortune, Family y or Education ; 
who, whilft they largely contribute 
to the greater domeftickCiStf/g'^, rarely 
make the Confideration of their Low 
Birtby and Breeding, and Want of 
Dower, any Motive to InduAry, and 
Frugality, and good Oeconomy. Cler- 
gymen, in efteem for their Eloquence 
and Learning, if their ConduA be 
Regular.', if their Application to the 
Bulinefs of their Profcffion be StriB^ 
and Evident ; if their Sobriety, Tem- 
per, and Difcretion may he/?^Won; 
are, furely, as Eligible Hufbands, as 
Other Men of the like good Quali- 
ties, and like precarious Fcotunes. 
And, fenfible, well-bred Women, of 
reafonable Subfiance, and not indU^ 
pofed to conform to that Simplicity, 
of Life, which is abfolutely Nece&y 
in all Clergymen, may, without any 

Im- 
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Impeachment of their Underflcmding 
or Frudencey be not Unwilling to Re- 
<ward the Pofleflbrs of Thofe Endow- 
ments with a Better Fortune than, in 
point of Fortune, they would be En- 
titled to. 

Let them fo Regard their fine Op- 
fortunities of Improvement in the 
Univel"fities, as to come out from 
thence, not only with Learning Pro- 
per to the Sacred Fundion, but with 
Other Beneficial Improvements alfo, 
whereby xh^QlcxiQ^iMaintenance may 
be Increafed. There are Sotm Parents 
who prefer a 'Private Education of 
their Children to a Public. Others 
choose they (hould have a Private 
Education for Some Ttmey before they 
go to a Public School. And Others 
again^ who can afford it, Defire they 
ihould be taken from the Public 
School, at 14 or 15 Years of Age, 

and 
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^d put under a Private Tutor fop 
2 or 3 Years before they are fent 
to the Univerfity. And how can a? 
Senfible, well-bred Scholar of the 
Clerical Order, better imploy a Poft 
tion of his Time for the Increafing 
of a Moderate Income, than to fuit 
the Inclination of Such Parents, by 
taking upon him the Care of 2, or 
3, or 4 Young Gentlemen at a time, 
or of as many as he can well accom- 
modate within his own Manfion, g.nd 
to receive Handfome Confideratlons for 
inftruding them in Human Learningy 
and forming them to Religion and 
Virtue. 

But, after all, Why muft a Can- 
didate for Holy Orders, of courfe, 
have Nothing elfe to Live upon but 
the Ecckfiajiical Revenue ? Why, of 
NecefTity, muft he be of a Mean Fa- 
mily -^ and Defperate Fortune} And 

neither 
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neither Have^ nor ExfeSi any Tcm^ 
poral Eftate, Real or Perfonal, frorlv 
either Parents or Friends ? 

Many Perfbns have Obferved, how 
truly I will not pretend to fay, . " That 
** Parts SiViALeaming arc not, Ordina- 
** rily, to be found in thefe People, any 
" more than the Other Qualifications 
" rcquifite to the Sacred Office ; that, 
" rather, in the general, Men com- 
*' ing out of Mean Families into the 
** Clerical OrAcry do bring along with 
** them mean Notions^ and a Low 
'* Cofvuerfation and Behaviour, and 
^* Deficiencies in point of Genius, and 
" Infufficiences in point of Learning, 
" and Lijllejfnejfes to any further Im- 
. " provements, and Aptneffes to Infe- 
** rior Company, and Nitencies to 
•* Vicious Habits ; That witliall, they 
"*' ftand fo in Awe of the Difpleafure, 
• " and fo in Need of the Favour of 

*< Richer 
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" Richer Men than Thcmfeltes, as 
" eafily to be Surprized^ if not grec- 
" dily to Run into Compliances and 
" Suitings hurtful to the Sacred Cha- 
f* rader ; " That " it might, indeed, 
" be \n vain to perfiiade These 
« Men to Defpife tiie Riches of this 
** World," " having irom then- Infan- 
" cy been bred up in the Acbmratiofi 
" of them, or to forego Any Tanpo- 
" ral Advantage, however iocon- 
" fiftent with their Duty ; That if, 
*< at any dme, the Ecclefii^ictd State 
" be in Diftrefs, the Childf en of poor 
" Men crept into Holy OrdcK for 
" Bread, have neidier Interefi nor 
" Autority of Thcmfelves, or in their 
" Families, to Divert or C^pofe the 
" the Stream of 111 Will to it ; That, 
'* therefore, in the general, it cannot 
** be Corrumient to the Church, to 
** make its Priefb of the Low^ 
" of the People ; That there is, na- 

<* turally, 
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" turally, a Prejudice in Disfavour of 
*< them ; and, generally, fo well 
" founded, that even where it is not 
" well founded, it will yet, generally 
** Subfift ; That the fame lay againft 
** Our Saviour Himfelf, even whilft 
*' He was working Miracles, Is twt 
" tUs tbeCarpenters Son} That, if 
** the Promoting of Religion be the 
" End in View, tkeParfs, SLndLearn- 
" if^y and Behaviour in its Profeffors, 
** which are to be Inftrumental to it, 
** are rather, generally, to be found 
« in Thofe defcended from Parents, 
** who have Themfehes had a Liberal 
" Education, or Opportunities of fuch 
" Improvements as may well Supply 
« the ^^«/ of a Liberal Education. 
** For, as to natural Parts^ generally, 
** Foa^tescreanturfortibusethonis. And, 
** as to Learnings if their ^arts are 
** better, fo, probably, will their Pro- 
^ grefs in Literature (the Method of 

« Infti- 
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" Inftitution being alike) be greatef 
*' too, even though the Helps to 
" Learning fliould be the Same : But, 
" in T6is refped, there muft alfo, of 
" courfe, be great Difference. For 
" the Children of Perfons of good 
" Condition, are ufoally furnifli'd with 
" more valuable Books, put uiuier 
" better Mafters, meet with more 
" Countenance, keep better Company. 
" And 'tis manifeft, the Need of 
" Learning for a Subfiftence, in Low 
*' People, hath rarely been fo great 
" a Spur to Induftry, as the Confi- 
" deration of its Excellence hath been 
** to Ingenuous Perfons ; who, har- 
** ing, naturally, a better Tafte, R^ 
" lijh it better, Purfue it clofer, and 
" Attain It fooner, and, having at- 
" tained it, make a better Ufe of it. 
** And, for good Behaviour, they fee 
" more of it in their Own Families ; 
*' Their Parents are better Ahle to 

« inftrud 



Digitized by Google 



ipLl^RALiTlES IndefinfllU. ^ii 

** inftrud them in it ; an^, knowing 

" the Value of it, more Defirous to 

" do fo. From hence arifes in their 

" Deicendents, a greater Regard to 

" the Opinion of Men ; a quicker 

" Senfe of Shame ; an utter Abhor- 

" horrence of what is Mean, or Difi 

** refutable, or Unworthy of them. " 

But to This it may be fald, atid \ 
think very juftly, That what is gene- 
rally wanting in Plebeianiy is not al- 
ways to be found in Genilenieii. For 
Thefe may Degeikrate. Neither is 
what may generally be found in Q&x^ 
tlfemen, ah>ays wanting in ^lebeiansi, 
For Thefe may Improvei 

A Preacher of t^'ine Paf/s and Ex* 
cellent Learning, with Skill and /«*• 
dujiry to apply thefe Talents to thfc 
Advancement of Religion and Virtue, 
, feind with the Gharader of Piety an4 
c Y Trw 
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Prudeme^ will always demand Atten- 
tion,, can never fail of Autority, let 
his ExtraSiion be what it will. And, 
therefore, furely. Young Men of early 
Difpojitions to Virtue, and Towardlinefs 
to Learning, great and manifeft, tho' 
of the Lowell Ranky are not impro- 
perly Incourag'd by Perfons of Higher 
^ality, to hope for AJftfiance from 
them in the courfe of a Clerical Edu- 
cation, and for Promotion to Stations 
in the Church, which they may Adorn 
by their Surprifing Abihties. For God 
Almighty, who hath given them P<m- 
ers to Serve him, and Opportunities to 
open their Improveable Stores, doth 
hereby Intimate to Men, that thcfe 
Noble Gifts of His are to be taken 
Notice o^i and Imployd'mHk Service. 
And it is certain, that Some of very 
Low Degree^ having diipell'd their 
Obfcurity by their Attainments^ and 
pufli'd away all Prejudice ^ain^ 

them. 
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them by a Simplicity which the Go- 
fpel Teaches, and Sudden Elevation 
hath not Untaught them_, have done as 
great Service to Religion, as any Men, 
ivho have come into the Clerical Or* 
der with the Advantages of better 
Defcenty and greater Fortune, 

Though this be Granted, as, in- 
deed, it cannot be Deniied, yet, thd 
lame Perfons do Reply, " That, if 
** thefe Men are Ckofen Veflels, and^ 
" conieqiiently Fit to be Honour d 
^* with tht Sacred Charader, as Pro- 
" mifing to 2)d Honour to it, yet In* 
*' ftanqes of this kind are fo Uncom^ 
** mon-, as to make it highly Reafori- 
*' able for Thofe who would Affifi 
^^ them in going through a Learned 
*< Education iwith This View^ to con* 
'* ^^ wefl pf Every Veffel Afpiring 
•* tp be iriiade Ufe of in Sacred Qffi* 
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** ces, Whether it have, indeed, the 
" Marks of being Chojen or not. 

" Nor fhould Hhofe only be Care- 
" ful, Whom tlicy AJJift', but the Uni- 
" verfities alfo, Whom they Admit, 
" And, therefore, Such as are fent 
" to the Univerfities, with a Vi^w of 
"being Admitted Poor Scholars 
" there, and, afterwards, of En- 
" tring into Holy Orders^ ftiould be 
" firft Examined, And None fliould 
" be Admitted under That CharaBery 
" but Youth of excellent Parts^ and 
** notable Proficiency in School-Learn- 
" ing. And then alfo. Inquiry fhould 
♦* be made. Who it is that fo laments 
« Thefe Talents fhould be Hid, or 
<* Lofiy as that he is Willing to be at 
<^ the Expence of Redeeming them 
*' from Obfcurity, and of Improving 
** them tothe<S(?n;/V^ of Religion. For, 
•* ilnce it is NecefTary to the Due^ 

« Dif- 
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" Difcharge of the Nfinifterial OfHce, 
« that Whofoever Enters into it, 
« ftiould have a ^Proper Education 
" for it; fince to a Proper Educa- 
" tion Many Valuable Books are Ne- 
*' ceffary, and Commorancy in the 
« Univerfity for the Whole Terms of 
«' Seven Years, and Maintenance in 
" a comfortable manner during fuch 
"Refidence; and fince this is a 
" Cburfe not to be purfu'd, but, at 
" an Expencc, which, tho' Moderatey 
" if compared with the Propos'd At- 
^'' tainmmts righdy Valued, is yet 
« Greater than the Fortunes of Poor 
«< Men Unajftfied will permit \ it is 
«^ fit the ^eftion fhould be Afked, 
« and SatisfaSiion Given, before the 
"Admiffion of the Scholar, What- 
" Ajftfiance He can depend upon to- 
*< wards his obtaining 'Xhh Proper 
« Education for the Holy Funftion. 
<^ ThQ Gonf^quence of this C«r^ in 
y 3 « th^ 
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** "Piwj hilt thole rtf onnd Cjffndiiion: 
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** confidering that Matter, have 
" thrown up their Second Benefice, 
" though in near Situation to the 
** Other, and of great Value, There 
" are many Gentlemen, who have 
*' been long in Orders, and have as 
** yet No Preferment at all. There 
" is, as yet, no Room for them. The 
" Crowd of Plebeians have throng'd 
** the 'Pajfage. jThefe are more 
" Boldy more Pujhing^ more Agree- 
'* tng to Naughty Terms, more Sub- 
** mijjive to Servile and Unbecoming 
** Offices, than Gentlemen can think 
** ReaJonableoxHonourable. Gentlemen 
" have Generojityy have Modefiy^ have 
" Humanity ; are Contented with 
** That which \^ Moderate \ are not 
" more Defirous to Live^ than to Let 
*' Live. Thefe Qualities are as much 
" the Gentleman's Inability to get a 
** fair Competence by his Profeillon, 
1* as the Cripple's Lamemfs to get 
Y 4 *' into 
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^* intQ the Salutary Waters : One 
*' more forward is ever Stepping in 
^' before him. The Plebeian hath 
*^ the Idea of Starving (o frefli in his 
*' Memory, and fo Ahhors the Low 
^' Condition out of which he hath 
" lately Emerg'd, as to Retreat frona 
^' it with precipitancy ; as to keep 
" his Eye ftill towards it, whilft he 
" is Running yVo^ it. It hath made 
- fo deep an ImprefHon uppn him, 
" that, at the greateft Difiance from 
f* it, he is ftill under th? Terror of 
f* being Overtaken by it. And in 
f' This abundant Care of his Own 
" much Jdntirdi and much Belovd 
f ^ Perfon ; of his Own Dpar Safety 
?? frprn all pofliblp Hazard of ever 
f ' becoming Poor again, let ^yho will 
f ^yif^r; heOverlopks, or Difregards 
f f what is Human^ Dec^rit^ and 5^«^. 
?' If, therefore, there are Gentlemen, 
|f >yrho are of themfelves Difpofed tp 

« Enter 
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*' Winter into the Clergy, and yet Do 
*^ not ; it is not from any Fear left 
** they fhould not have two Good 
" Livings with Cure of Souls, but left 
*' they fhould not obtain One in an 
** Honourable Way. The Relwdance 
** is not from the Little Share they 
^^ arc likely to have of Ecclefiaftical 
** Revenues, but from the Little Cre- 
■* dit there will be in Mixing with 
" Thofe Men of the Profeflion, who 
♦* have Hurt their Charader by Ac- 
'^ cepting PluraUty, either of Benefi- 
♦* ces, or Dignities ; when 'tis certain 
" the Fortunes of Church-men, in 
** general, would be much better 
<* Without^ than With^ Pluralities ; 
♦* which only Take from Peter ^ what 
*' they Give to Paul ; and whilft 
** they contribute to the Affluence of 
** Some, leave Others deftitute of 
*^ Maintenance \ and"* utterly difcou- 
f { rage better Provifron for Unalifis^ 

" fo 
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" fo long as they fliall be Capable of 
" hecomingPluralifis.** 

Now the Truth of wiiat is here faid 

of Gentlemen and Plebeians, if Birth 

aloQC be confider'd, may, I think, be 

Difputed. Each of them may, and 

qccaficmally do, go over into Each 

Others Quarters. The Report here 

made in fevour of the One^ and in 

disfavour to the Other, is ftrkaly True, 

in the Notion / have of the Terms 

Gentleman and Plebeian. The Notions 

I have are formed from the Chrifiian 

Precepts, the Fineft Rule of GentiJity 

in the whole World; and to which all 

Men who value themfehres upon their 

good breeding, do, in external iS6ew at 

ieaft, very ftridly conform ; being, to 

all j^pcarance, moft kindly AjfeBioned 

One tQ jimtber, tmthBrotherly Love^ in. 

Honour preferrit^Om Another (a). 2)^ 

(«) Rom. xii. io« 

ing 
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hg Nothing tbfS Sirrfgy or V aim- glory ^. 
btffmLowUn^ ofMrnd^Eacb ejieeming 
^heir fetter than themfehes (b). Now,, 
drntTHey put on this Form of Genti- 
Uty, is,- that they may be believed toi« 
Be ititertiaM)* in the Hmrf^ ^hat they 
Appear to be cxterAalty in the Bthet- 
nsmer'y yirhieh is a Omfi^on, t^^ 
if they ^uld lb cultivate dieiir Mindl? 
as Fsalfy to Be in their Hearti^ ^x4iat 
ttjbey Appear to be in their Bebfl^tdur^ 
daisy (hould indeed be Gentile. Coni-^ 
^are dlis Dbdbine then, with that 
inoft hoi^idly Indecent Scramble for 
BcddQaftical Revenues am9ngft Cler- 
gymen ; and lee, Whether the being 
oottcferncid in k be Gentility, oir PU* . 
ikimilm. It is ofbn &id| indeed,^ 
that a Liberal Edui^aUdn ]^td»» « 
^ian a Gentleman, who was not fo be* 
fore. I Grant it But^ if ever I find 
}iim concer^*d in diis Scramble, I jlh^ll 

Peny 
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"Ocay that he hath Had a JLiberai 
Education. He may, indeed, have 
been where it Tf^as to have been had; 
but, depend upon it, he hath Neg^ 
leBed his Opportunities. He hath 
contented himfelf with barely Con- 
struing the Greek and Latin Au- 
thors, (if he hath always done even 
^>at\)whoit Instructions heihoidd 
rather have Obferved. Not he, when 
hath been Taught wherein Humanity,. 
Decency, and Juftice do con£fl; noc 
yetHci who is able to Prove b^ond 
all Gontradidion, that Men are under 
Ae ftrifteft Obligations: to the Exerr 
cifi of thefe Virtues, hath had the Li- 
beral Education that conftitutes the 
Oentleman\ but He pnly, who hath 
ib Apply d the Rules and: Reaibnin^ 
of Hiilofophers to Himfelf, as a&u-. 
ally and habitually to ^0^^^!n^Humane» 
t)€cent) and Juft. 

Put 
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But though, in the main, I agree 
with Thofe, who have fo freely given 
me their Sentiments on this Head, at 
leaft for the prefent, and till I fliall 
have further confider'd of the matter ; 
yet there is One thing which, I think, 
they have Advanced fbmewhat Ad- 
vmiurmjly ; which is, that To tbeif 
Knowledge^ there are a great many 
Gentlemens Sons in Orders, who would 
not Accept Plurality. Now, tho' I 
verily Believe What is here faid to be 
Fa£t ; yet. Who can fay it is fo, To 
his Knowledge ? Who can tell What 
any Gentleman's Son may do contra- 
ry to his Declarations, when he comes 
to be Tried ? But I fuppofe the Re- 
prefenters of this Fa6t to mean no 
more, thandiat. To their Knowledge^ 
Plurality had been Offer d to thefe 
.Gentlemen's Sons, and diat they had 
Refusd it : And This, if the Offer 
was Convenient for them, is a Fair 

Pre« 
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Prcfoniptidn, that they certainly would 
Not Accept Plurality. 

One daing vMXt I have 6? fajrj 
with reipcift to thie Advice g^ven to 
the Univerfities, or, radier, to Cc^- 
l^es within the Univcrfities, Not to 
Admit ^.oor Schlarsy unlefs of Good 
^artSy and Good Learning {<x their 
time, and Likely to be well Supported 
m die Expence of a Proper Educa- 
tion. 

If, h^ PoorScboiarSytkty mean fuck 
as are uludly called, in the Univcr- 
lity of Oxfirdf Servitors ; and would 
have None Admitted ;of ^bis OrJefi 
but fuch as, upon Examination, ihould^ 
in ^11 relpeds, be Approved ; I think 
the Order Itfelf might weU be laid 
aiide. 

I am 
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I am aware, there have heen Men 
of This Order, who have been vciy 
Eminent in the Church, and done 
great Service to Religion. And, tho* 
rfie Name and Office of Servitors are 
too Low to be remembered to have at 
any time beloi^'d toPerfoos who have 
had a Liberal Education, yet have 
they had the SimpHcity, in the Hi^eft 
Stations, not to Diffemble that they 
were once of This Order. But thefe 
were Men of great natural Indowments, 
aflifted in the Profecutionof their Stu- 
dies by the Liberality of Others, and 
of fo great Induftry in the Purfoit of 
their Genius, as not to be liable to 
the Avocations, which Yoitch of more 
Leifure and lefs Inclination to Study 
very eafily comply with. I will Sup- 
poie, then, 72i« Order to confift, as 
it hath always confifted, of a Leffer 
Number^ who would be Admtted^ tH 
they Humid be Examined ; and of a 

Greater 
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Greater, who would Not be Adihit- 
ted. The he^er Number, who fliould 
receive fome Support in the Charge 
of their Education on account of the 
'Hopes they give of Eminent Service^ 
contenting Themfelves with Gham-^ 
bers of a moderate Rent, and {land- 
ing to Commons only Once a Day^ 
may be Admitted under the Stile of 
Commoners \ and, being favour'd, as 
before, in their Tuition, Live at an ex- 
pence very little exceeding That which 
would be Neceffary for their Mainte-^ 
nance as Servitors. The Refi ihould 
not be Admitted at all : as well fof 
their Own Sakes, as for the Sake of 
the Univerftty, and of the Clerical 
^rofejfion to which they are all Con^ 
figned. I upbraid no Man with his 
^Poverty, nor with his Want of Ge^ 
nius, nor with Other Men*s Negle^s 
in his Education which he could not 
help. But there are always Imploy^ 
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ments (uited to Men*s Conditions ; and 
He, who hath not a Genius to One 
thing, which is no Difhonour to him> 
voy likely hath to Another ; in pur- 
iuing which he will be Happier m 
ffimfelf, and more Ufeful to Other 
Men. I fay then, that for their Chm 
Sakes, I would not have Thefe Men 
Admitted at all. For, to Low Parts^ 
and ilender Foundation of Scholaiiliip, 
and infiifficient Helps to further Im- 
provements, every diing will be di^ 
ficult and difcouraging. Whatever 
they Ihall go about, in the Way they 
are in, will be yAi^ ReluSiance ; and, 
if it fhould have been with Ardour^ 
would hardly have fiicceeded. And, 
if Litde Increafe of Knowledge is to 
be expeded from Study^ this DefccSt 
will not be Supply 'd by Converfation* 
Scholars of Higher Rank ulually think * 
it a Diminution to their Charader to 
be feen to AJfociate widi them. They 
Z mvft 
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mwft then keep Company with 0«^ 
j^ther only, or with thdr Own In- 



up 
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iip their Time with fomething which 
they Like Themfehes ; . and if they 
will as coriftantly Like Themfehes 
What the Univerfity will Diflike, 
which is the General Complaint; I 
Begin to Wifh, for the Honour of the 
Univerfity, and of the Clergy, both 
which they will Difcredit in their 
turns^ that there were None of this 
Order Admitted Members of the Uni- 
verfity. 

But I beg the Reader s Pardon for 
it his Digrefftony and proceed to conjider 
Another Argument for Plurality of 
good Livings ; which is, that the Clergy- 
man poffefs'd of them may thereby .be 
Enabled to p.wc Alms Liberally, and 
maintain Some Sort of Hofpitality^ in 
the Place where^ he Liv^th. 

** It is no lels neceflary to the 

" Support of Religion, fays the 

Z 2 *' De- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 

i 



340 Pluralities Indefenfibk* 

** Defender (a), daat a Clagyman 
'* be Able to ffvcA/ms Liberally, and 
'* to maiotain ibme Sort of Ho/pita- 
" ///y in the Place where he Liveth ; 
** as well to ^ve Example to the 
" Laity, as to obl%e the Poorer Sort 
" to the Praflice of didr Duty, by 
** that Influence which the Appli- 
** cation of Charity to them fhall 
" obtain. The Neceflity of This is 
*' not, indeed, fo Obvious in great 
" Cities : But whoever knows the 
** State of Country Parifhes, and the 
*^ Conditions and Humours of the 
** Poorer Sort there, will confe&, 
'' that a Senfe of Religion can hardly 
** be kept up among them, unlefs it 
" be in the Power of the Parifli Prieft 
" to oblige them by Charity and Hof- 
« pitaiity, '* 

(«) P. 185, 186. 

Now, 
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Now, widi relpcA to Charity ^ the 
Application of it by die Parifli Pricft, 
may be to the Bodm of his Pdriflii- 
oners, or to their Souh. The Former 
hath a regard to their NaturalVfzxiXs^ 
die Latter to their Spiritual. The 
Former concerns the l^arifli Prieft no 
otherwife than as a goodiVf^^, and a 
good Chriftian ; the Latter as a good 
Parijh Prieft, A Senfe of Religiony 
one fliould diink, might beft be kept 
up among the Poorer Sort, by a fea- 
^nable, and elFedhial Supply of their 
Spiritual Wants. Ignorance of Reli- 
gbn is a Spiritual Want. Remove 
fliis hnorance : Shew plainly what is 
Meant by Religion, wherein it Con- 
fifisy ^t Reafonabknefs of it, the Ob- 
ligations to it, the Advantages which 
refult from it, and a Senfe of Reli- 
l^on will of courfe enfue. The Poor 
then, that they may the fooner arrive 
at, ^d more efFedluaUy retain, a Se??fe 
-■■■■■■■ Z3 of. 
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jtBs of G)mpa{fion, and the Circumr 
fianca of die Compafllonate. 

With rc(pea: to die Ol^Eis of Gom- 
paflion ; Whoever knows the Stun 
of Country Pafifhes, and the Cm- 
ditions and Humours of the Poorei? 
Sort there, knows fof certain, that 
the Poorer Sort there are of Two 
Sorts. The One flothfol and diflblute j 
the Other Honeft and Laborious. An 
ignorant, an uninquifitive Diflribu* 
tion ; a vain, a wantoii, a cardefe, 
an inconfiderate Diftribution ; a pro- 
nd&uous and und^nguifliing Diftri- 
bution, tvifl not, I think, tend much 
to the keeping up z-SenJe di Religicwi 
in Either of thefe Sorts^of Poor. For> 
iKyd&i*g can frofli hence be gathered, 
either in Favour 'oi Religim^ ot'iti Diif- 
favour of Jrreligion, There muft,- 
then, be an Elegance in the Choice 
C# Proper OhjeBs oi Charity ; left 
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Vice and Idlends be incouiag'd in- 
Head of Indufliy and Virtue ; and 
alfo, left the Religious Poor remain 
in the fame Proportion unprovided 
for, as the Fund of Charity hath been 
unnecedkrily, and improperly ex- 
haufted by die Irreligious^ Profligate^ 
and Profane Poor. The Paiifh Prieft 
who would make this Elegant Choice;, 
fhould be intimately acquainted wi^i 
the iS'/d!/^ of his Parifh ; ihouldNote, 
Who, among die Poorer Sort dier^ 
live in fiich a manner, as ihews they 
have Steady sl Senfe of Religion ; and 
fhould confider T&em chiefly as the 
True Objcds of Compaffion. Not 
MensHumours, but their Neceffitous 
Conditions, their Honeft Lives, their 
painful Endeavours to fuppcMt them- 
felves by their own Induftry, entide 
them to a Liberal Dii|>enfadon of 
Alms from all iuch, whether Clergy 
or Laity, as the Great Proprietor, by 

Intruft- 
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Intnifting them with the Riches of 
this World, hath appointed to take 
czKyPrifftarifyjof the Religious Poor ; 
of Thofe who are of the Houfliold of 
Faifi ; and, Secondarily^ of Others 
alio, 'whoy by Mercy fealbnably fhewn 
to them in Immediate Wants, and in 
Difficult Cafes, may be Invited to 
think well of the Religion, which 
prompts the Imbracers erf" it to take 
notice of the Diftrefs even of lh)fey 
who have Liv'd in great NegleB of 
i^ if not in utter Enmity to it. And 
now, Who fliould Knom the State of 
a Gjuntry Parifli fo well as He who 
Refideth in it ? Or, Who can be ib 
good a Judge, who of the 1*oorer 
Sort there zxt Proper Objefts of his 
Compaflion, as He who Lives con- 
ftantly amongft them, and daily Con- 
verfes with them ? Or, Who is more 
likely to Err in the Choice fo requi- 
fite to be made, than He who is a 

Stranger 
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Strang to thdr Perfins, to thctf 
Neafffhiesy to their Virtues^ to their 
Vicei'i 

There is One thing, not ufualljT 
confider'd in this Argument,' on 
which I lay Some Strcfs. QcxasaxMf^ 
^^RefidmtUnalifih,z^2iWife: If 
fhe be a prudent, ienfible, good<^na^ 
tured Womaij ; brought up Dnth a 
View of doing good to har Ptfar 
Neighbours ; and experienced \£6ii>f 
to do it ; (which is the Wife I ^wflii to^ 
Every Unalifly who hath wliereWtdf 
to reward her Virtues,) fhe A*^, B)^ 
the Application of her ChaiitaMJr 
good Offices to the 'I^oor'er Sc«t ^fi^ 
Parifh where fhe lives ; and hy^dGSk 
iional Gonverfation in her ^t^fS^^^ 
Fijits to them ; better keepf tifj 'i^ 
Senfe of Religion among diefn, th^anM 
will ever he kept up b^ riie moflr i^' 
beral Alms of the ht^:^referrd'Pk^ 

ralifi 
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r0lij\^ % jfin§4WrXiving at ^ 
Piftfinc^ from thejT^ ^^ ^^ 

With relj^edi to the Qr^^trnfimces 
pf the (^ompailionate J 7p^ are dif- 
ferent in different Men. The Great 
Point at all Events to be fecur'd, is, 
that a Man he Jtjji to all the World. 
After tjiisj^ he is ^X Liberty to be as 
Chi^riH^ki ^5 hi» Eftate, eenfiftently 
with Jufii^Bj will give him Leave to 
f)e. Parifliiopf rs may be equally Tieat^ 
to thofe Parifli Pfiefts who may not 
have ^di^ Pomr V^ Relieve, them. 
f.elfefis to he of the ^^v^j^ which 
God ^veth.. . Qwj, ^ImigJbty expeds 
|i9 i^qr^ ; peithei: will the Topr Pa- 
rifhioi^er if \^ \^^ Common Senfe \ 
and much lefs if he hath a Senfe of 
^elfgiifn. "Wk^ tb^e GlerQ^man is 
^/f ^ ©ve Aln^ li^erall^^y and 4otI^ 
|t ipipj^' the ^Ppor Par^Quqner ;p diftrefi, 
^dj i^Ot fufiiciqitly tnj^ru^^ ma^ 
'-■'■ " ■' ■ '■■■ ■ ■ ■ ' be 
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be tempted to have a lefi Opinion of 
the Religion he teacheth, whilft he 
perceives not in Him this Fruit of it. 
I fay, not Sufficiently Inftruded; hp- 
caufc, that He givedi Sparingfyy when 
he might have given Z//^^r^/^, is notai^ 
Impeachment of the Religion^ but of 
the Man. Where the Clergyman is 
Not able to produce This Fn^it of the 
Religion he teacheth, otiiei:wife than 
Sparingly, (which yet, with regard to 
j^;V Circumftances, may htLihrally) 
and Abounds in all Other good Fruits 
of it towards his "Poor Parifhioners, 
they will be quite Humourfom, if they 
fhall negled their 2)«/y to God, be- 
caufe the Teacher of it is only a Good 
Man, and not alfo a Rich Man. 

• Whoever knows the State of Cbun^ 

« 

try Pariflies, will confels, that there 
are Humours in Many of the Poorer 
Sort there ; by Which, I mean, What-^ 

ever 
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ever there is in dieir Temper, and 
Manner, and Converfadon not Agree- 
able to Reafbn. A good Parifli Prieft 
will fo for regard even ^t Humours 
of the PooreJiSoTty as to walk himfelf 
very CircumfpeBly towards them; and 
to beware how he do any thing to 
Irritatey or Provoke them, or, that 
may tend to Confirm and EflabUjb 
them in their Humours, Unneceffarify. 
But, I hope^ the Defender doth no^ 
plead for the Continuance of Plura- 
lities, that the Pluralift may be there- 
by enabled to give Alms Liberally to 
iTiis Sort of Poor Men, in order to 
Keep up, or, rather, I might fay, to 
Create in them a Senfe of Religion ; 
of which, the more they Lean to their 
Own Humours f they are ever the Lels 
capable ; and whom, if he (hall ftudy 
to oblige them to the PraBice of their 
Duty by Liberal ^/;)!«f, he cannot be 
ibre he fliall Long retain in llat Hu- 



mour ; 
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fnour ; or diat 
time, keep up 
oi th.t Obligatiurt. 

If the P&orer Sort, in geiiferaf,'^^ 
liot think themfetves obHg'd to tfee 
Practice of dieif Dupy uiiled dieir 
Mim/er fhall, by &it ApM^hlt 
of Charity to tli6fja, havb 'jfefu^riW 
enough over them to oblige tfes 
it, they will do tlieir Duty 'acX 
upon a W'rohg Aio'iive s they wuf 
it to Pleafe their Minijief-^. tliey* will 
then do it^ probably, vd. Apfeafante 
only, and not! in Reality ; for if their 
Minifier cannot diftinguifh, lie wiff 
be equally Pleaid \ and the Appear- ' 
ance o«/k will'be as Sufficient for 2^y&/>. 
Purpofe ; which is to Invite mm t^ 
- Repeat his Liberality, in tHis cafL| 
they might as well l^ot do it, as ZW-. 
at, for any Acceptance the ■^<?/='^ J§i 
upon 2>5/V Motive, will meet witK nrom 

God. 
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God. The Motive to the Pfadice of 
thcMT Doty ftiould have been to Pkafe 
God^ the Author and Giver of every 
thing by which they can be Bene- 
fited by Man, God hath Commanded 
k, from whence it becomes a Duty ; 
He hath Commanded nothing "but 
wliat is mc^ Fitting to be done ; 
What, being done, will be moft \S^- 
mfeial to hk Creatures ; He will Re-* 
ward the Doing it ; He will Punip 
the Njot Doing it. The Poorer Sort 
a& well as the Richer, are to be thus 
iiftrufied. If, being thus inftrudled, 
Some of them will ftill have, or will 
Live as if they had, no Senfe of Re- 
l^cni) T%ey cannot be fo Proper Ob- 
jet^ of Charity, (all other things be- 
ing equal) as Others of the Pdorer 
Sort;, who,^ having been thus inftruded. 
Ham a Senfe of Religion ; andi, by the 
Mamer of their Lives, Sberm- they 

But^ 
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But, allowing that a Senfe of Reli- 
^on could hardly be kept up among 
the Poorer Sort but by a Liberal 
Giving of Alms ; How comes This 
to be an Argument for Hurality of 
Good Livings to be held by One Cler- 
gyman ? Why, yes, fays the Defen- 
der, for the ^luralifl will then be 
Able to give Alms Liberally in ther 
Place where he Liveth ; and therd>y 
keep up a Senfe of Religion amongft 
the Poorer Sort there. Why, the Plu- 
ralift May give Alms liberally in the 
Place where he Liveth, or he may 
Not do it. For, it doth not follow, 
that, becaufe he is Inabled^ he will bo 
therefore Inclined. But, fuppofehim 
Jnclind alfo to give Alms Liberally in 
the Place where he Liveth^ that he 
may thereby keep up a Senfe of Reli- 
gion among the Poorer Sort there. 
What becomes of the Place where He 
Liveth Noi ? Who is it that keeps up ' 

9. Senfe 

5 
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Si &enfes:^i lleligibp by the Applica- 
tion of Charity to the Poorer Sort of 
That Place? Why, it may be Pre- 
fumd^ the Pluralift will Order fo 
icmich of his Yearly Income arifing 
within the Precinfis of tlie faid Place, 
a Tei^th Part at the Leaft, to be ap- 
|)ly*d to this Purpofe. Why, he May 
^ve fuch an Order, or he may Not^ 
There is many a Pluralift, who hath 
^tf/ Qiven any fuch Order* This 
muft not therefore be Prefumed. 
But, fuppofe the Pluralift was al- 
.ways as well Inclind to give Mmi 
Liberally in the Place where he li- 
veth not, as he is Inabled to do it, 
aod therefore Inclin'd, hecaufe In-, 
abled, yet what he does of this kind 
there Himfelf, He hadi hinder'd An- 
other from doing. The General In- 
come of the Clergy can, in Propriety, 
be charg'd only widi a Reafonable 
Proportion of it for this Ufe: And 
A a how 
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354 Pluralities Indefenfihle. 
how is it Material, Whether fuch a 
Proportion be diftributed by One Plu- 
ralift, or Two Unalifts ? excepting 
that, if there be any Pkafure in i^ 
Two might have been Happy in- 
ftead of Om, And if the Appli- 
cation of Charity be, as it is pre- 
tended, to Influence the Poorer fort 
of any Parifli to the Pradice of their 
Duty, it will be more likely to do 
fo where the Giver of it with this 
Intent Rejideth upon the Place, and 
may eafily Difcenty Whether it hai^e 
This EffeB or no. But, in Fad, it 
is not found to be True, that the Plu- 
ralifl generally, or commonly, exercifes 
this Duty in Proportion to his In- 
creafed Ability ; or even more than 
the Unalifly if fo much. Witnefe 
the many Injiances that might be 
Given of Pluralifts^ who, in the In- 
joymenC of Two Benefices, have died 
in Debt J and who before had been 

known 
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known to have given Alms Liberally 
out of Om. Nor is it at all Likely, 
in the Nature of the Thing, that, 
What proceeds from Avarice fhould 
end in Charity. 

But the Defender pretends Plura* 
Iky oi good Livings to be Necejfary to 
Enable the Pluralifl^ not only to give 
Alms liberally, but alfo to Maintaiti 
Some Sort of Mofpitdlity, 

As oftert ^s this Word is ufed iii 
Scripture, it feems to import the 
Reception and Accommodation of^ 
Cbrifiiaft Strangers having fled from 
their Native Country td^«>w<a?SufFer- 
ings ; or having adlually Suffer d^ {of 
the fake of the Gofpel. lii this Na- 
tion, artd in this Age, there is very 
little Occafiori for the Escerdife of tbii 
^Cfct'oi Hofpitaliiy. And, whenever 
-thftre Hutb been Oceafion, it hath not 
A a a been 
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been Exercis'd by the Clergy more 
than the Laity, nor more Expeded 
from them. There is then no need of 
Plurality to enable the Parifh Prieft to 
Maintain it in7i5/f Senfeof theTerm. 

Let us then Inquire TFbat Sort of 
Hofpitality he is to Maintain j or 
Wherein the Hofpitality required <^ 
the PluraUft is to confift; and Whe- 
ther it be Reafonable that Plurality 
ihould be allow 'd him, that he may 
be Able to Exercife it. 

Is it to confift, In giving his Pa- 
rifhioners, Twice a Year, an Enter- 
tainment at a Long Table, and Ah 
till Midnight, that, upon the Profped 
of it, they may be in a good Humour y 
and come better 'prepared to pay their 
Rents ? Omitting the Impropriety in 
a Clergyman of Debauching his Te- 
nants ; and of Contra<aing fiich Fa- 

mili" 
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miliarities as fliall much Weaken his 
Autority ; and of Contriving Such 
Opportunities to Hear and See^ what 
it is not fit he fhould Hear and See, 
without Reproving ; or can Reprove 
with EffeSiy or without Offence ; Sure, 
it can never be neceflary, that 0?ie 
Clergyman fhould be Starved^ that 
Another may the better ColleB his 
^ues ? Give me Leave to fay, that 
This is an Interefied-, an Idle^ and a 
Vicious Hoipitality ; for which no 
Man h the better, nor Thinks the bet- 
ter of Him. It fhews only, that he 
is in hafte to Receive his Money and 
to be Gone ; and choofes, for this 
purpofe, to Endure his Parifliioners 
altogether once in half a Year, rather 
than to Entertain thena Separately^ in 
a kind and private manner 5 when 
he may have room to exprels his Ap- 
probation or Dijlike of what he would 
Incourage or Reform jn Thenj or 
A a 3 Others ; 
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Others ; the only way of Com)erfin». 
with Parifliioners with T^enefit to 
Them, or with Dignity to Himfelf ; 
which may be often done by the Re- 
Jident Unalift, as He fees Occafion, 
without much exceeding the Expcnce 
pf his Common Way of Living. 

Or, is this Hofpitaliiy to confift, iq 
making frequent and friendly Enter- 
tainmeqts for Perfons of his Own Or- 
rery and Others of gopd Fafliion, 
and not Superior Rank ? Thefe are 
rightly made with a View of mutual 
Pleafure and Benefit in Converfation ; 
pf maintaining Friend/hips ; of dif- 
pofing to good Offices : But Thefe be- 
ing reciprocal are the Effeds of Civi- 
lity , and not o£ ^ofpitality. Thefe 
. are 2LSiArt to make l^ife pafs away 
inore Agreeably and Ufefully betweei^ 
'Iliofe whofe Similar Education fur- 
iiiflies them with ample^M^terials of 

Dif- 
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Difcourfe, and fits them for E^ch 
other's Company. And this Art i$ 
Compleat, when this is done freely, 
and at a Charge very little exceeding 
the Ordinary Expence of that Scheme 
of Oecommy^ which Prudent Men 
form, upon a View of their Tiifferent 
Circumftances and Conditions, with- 
out Aff^ing Superior Elegance or 
Plenty. What a Little exceeds can 
never be Burthenfome to Any One, 
fince as much as he Exceeds at Om 
time, he wijl Save at Another. If * 
liiis were not fo. No Scheme of Oeco- 
nomy could be form'd, that {hould 
Agree with the Eftate^ which jot 
muft be form'd, if a Man will Live 
within Compdfs 5 which every Man 
muft do, who doth not defign that 
Other People fhall Maintain ^Him, 
tx> the Hurt or E ujn of their Own 
families. This is Living ©«r^/^, 
Sltjd Proper^, On th$ QiJicl' ha»d, 

a 4 It 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



360 Pluralities Jndefenjible, 

if Luxury, or Vanity, or Emulatioii 
induce him to Exceed his Income, 
and the Juft Demands upon it, and 
to make Entertainments Equal to 
thofe which are given by Men of 
Greater Fortunes ; This is Living ^f^ 
feEiecUy^ and Improperly. And the 
Reajhnable Gueft, if he be fo favour? 
able as to Interpret iTiis Sort of Re- 
ception to proceed from great Good 
fFHly and High EJieem, will yet be 
Grievd at the RefpeCi that is paid 
him. And the certain Confequence 
will be, that Thefe Mutual Enter?? 
tainments which are very Proper^ 
will be Lefs Frequent. 

Or, Laftly, is Hofpitality to con-p 
£11, in making Somie Provifion from 
his -table for the Neceffities of his Poor 
Parifhioncrs,. who cannot recompence 
him again ? Then is Hofpitality and 
^kflrity th^ fame. Thii)^, ar)4 'the 
• ' . Mea- 
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Meafure of Each the Same. If he 
jcan Afford to keep a Table to which 
a Stranger Uninvited may be Wel- 
come, and from which a Poor Pa- 
rijhioner may be Relieved, he muft 
Do it. And if he Cannot afford this, 
he muft Not do it ; or do it, pro mo- 
dulo fuo, in the Meafure only in which 
he Can afford to do it. And, when 
it is confider'd, that he cannot well 
do More in His Circumftances, More 
will not be ExpeBed of him. He will 
jiot be; Reproached that he doth not 
Do it ; it will be thought Prudent in 
jhim to Forbear it ; Men will have a 
better Opinion of him if he do not 
"Pretend to it. Or, if Obloquy fhould 
attend him from Unthinking and Un- 
reafbnable Men, yet, with die fame 
Magnanimity with which he fuits 
tKmfelf to his Prefent Fortune^ he 
i^ains Unaue RefleBion xJtxax. he doth 
not; exceed it. 

All 
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All Men fhould confider the Prth 
priety there is, that Perfons in difierr 
ent Circumflancesy fliould Live liif- 
ferently, A Perfon in ^csX. Affluence^ 
if he Leis delight in Recifrocal Vifits, 
is, however, in Proprietyy to Live jn 
a very Hofpitable manner. Or, if he 
chooies to Seclude himfelf from the 
World, he muft fend Abroad in Cbor- 
rsty, what would difturb his Eafe^ or 
his Humour^ to Ipend at Home in 
Hofpitality, God is the Owner of tJie 
Univerfe. By His Appointment die 
Rich are Stewards for the Poor. All 
Men are ^oor whofe Livelyhood is 
Dependent. Thoufands are to be fnain- 
tainedhy their Honefi; Indufiry, And 
if he doth not carry on the Confump^ 
Hon of what diey hav^ to Difpofe of, 
or help Others to do it, in proportion 
to his Income (all things confidet''4 
which ought to be confider'd) he list 
Covetous and Unjufi Mai). Nor, if 

his 
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his Humour were General, would Si, 
Triading People bear it ; nor would 
they be kept from Depredations by 
the Severeft Laws : But, as this Hu- 
mour in Him is Particular, they con- 
tent themfelves with ReproaQhi?ig the 
Man Himfelf for the prefent ; and 
patiently wait till his SuQceffor make 
l^em, or their Fofterity Amends. 

If all then, ^X. Cany ox Ought to 
be e3£pfe<9:ed of At^ Man, in y%; Sta- 
tion, IS, that he fhould Live Proper- 
ly \ and, if it be Not Proper, that a 
Clergyman, who hath a Preferment 
pf 100/. a Year only, fhould Live 
at the Same Expence, as He Dsth, or 
Ought to do, who hath One of 200 /. ; 
diere is no Need of Plurality to En- 
abh Vfam. tQ Live Prc^rly, who is 
ahesidy y^bk (o to do. And, 4f there 
be Keed of a Greater Incomte, that 
}^ inay Live niore CofvOenieHtiy, and 

more 
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more Comfortably ; his Wants are noC 
tobeSuppIy*(i in a manner, thatmuft 
make Others live Inconveniently^ and 
Uncomfortably, 

Upon the Whole, the TluraliJ^& 
Attention is to the Revenue, How 
^ wS\. Imphy it, when he hath 
it, is a thing altc^ether Uncertain, 
That, out of it he will ^ve Alms 
Iflierally, or therewith maintain Some 
Sort of Hofpitality^ becaufe this is 
Reaibnable and Decent, is an Argu- 
ment for Plurality purely Plaufihle, 
As the Mind is turn d, fo, very likely, 
will the Income be difpos'd pf. If, in 
innumerable ipftances itHatby in fadt, 
been imploy'd in Ways very Excep- 
iionable and Unbecoming the Clerical 
Chara&er, inftead of Ways in which, 
it was hop*d, it Would hav^ been im- 
ploy'd ; or hath not been imploy'd 
at all isxAny way, whereby any bpdy 

was 
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was likely to be the better for it j but 
Hoarded up to be a Fund for future 
Extrcpoagance in Others ; (for Riches 
are as well a Temptation to Avsuioe 
as to Prodigality) Who will flatter 
himfelf, that Future Pluralifts will 
not do as Former Pluralifts have done? 
Setting then This Argument afidc 
which, at beft, is jufl good fer no- 
thing, Let us now begin to make Our 
Demands upon the Pluralifl, for Duty 
in proportion to Revenue ; and let us 
fee how he will acquit himfelf; whe- 
ther his Two Livings be in Near Si- 
tuation to Each Other, or Remote, 

With refpe^fc to Two Livings in 
Near Situation to JEach Other, the 
Defender laith, {a) " One Perfon can- 
" not, indeed, Refide in Both in a 
*' Lanso Scnfe ; but in Truth, and in 
" an Ecclejiaftical Senfe, he Rsfidetb 

(a) P. 120. 

« at 
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" at Both, who conftandjr Siipplietk 
" the Ordinary Duty, and is always 
** at hand within convenient Diftance 
"' to fupply the Extraordinary Duty 
« of them Both. '* 

Between the La'Ho Senfe and the 
Ecelefiaftical Senfe there can be no 
Dif&rence, if, by ^e Law, be meant 
the Ecckjiaftical Law. But if by the 
Ecchfiaftical Senfe, be meant Thai 
Senfe which EccUfiafiiced Men, in fa^ 
vour of Plurality, have put upoh it, 
cbntrary to the Senfe of die Eeclefi^ 
afiical Law, there will, indeed, be a 
Diflerence, but not in favour of Plu- 
rality. 

But were what k intended by the 
Diftin^ion True, that the fame Per- 
fon could fijpply the Ordinary Duty 
of Two iParifhes within a Mile, or 
Two, or more of Each Other 5 and, 

Re- 
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Redding upon Qne, bq always at 
hand within convenient Diftance^ to 
fupply the Extraordinary Duty of the 
Other, Tliis would be no Argument, 
Why he fliould injoy the Profits of 
Both, if a Refident Paftor, in the Z#<n» 
Senfe, might well be maintained hy 
the Profits of Each, 

But this is not True, in the Degree 
in which the Donor of the Endow- 
ment intended the Incumbent % Duty 
fhould be performed. He knows no 
Difference between the Ordinary and 
Extraordinary Duty of the Parifh 
Priefl. All the Incumbent's Duties 
are the Ordinary Duties of his Sta- 
tion, though he may have leiS fre- 
quent Occafion x.oExercifi%oxa& than 
Others ; and his conflant Refidence 
is necefTary, that none may be Omit- 
ted when there is Occafioa To evince 

This 
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:This, I need only toicfiuii^^nate Jb# 
:P<y!oa^ Dudes. 

t^ Parochial Dtities Are Tlicjifci 
which the Priefiy at his OrdmatioiH^ 
-was cxharte.d hy fe B^«?^ ito ccH^- 
4er as &^o& ; and which he tfeeq P/5^ 
m^edy in a Solemn n)ann«r bei^e d»! 
Congregation, to perform; taking 
liie Sscrofttrnt upon the Occafion, as 
zTefiimony oi his Simcrtfy; and as a 
J4eam to procure the Divine Aid to 
his Endeavours to do ^i^/ he had 
Promifed. 

Hie ibveral Di^/i^f which he hath 
Promised feithfuUy to perform, are, 

." J. Hhat he will he ready with all 
** faitl^ul Diligence to Banip a»d 
*^ Drive away all Erroneous and 
** Strange DoBrims^ contrary to 
** Gods Wordr 

I 
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'I enquire, then, whether the Plu- 
ralift^ refiding in One of his Two Pa- 
riihes, be always within Corvumient 
EHftance to do this Duty at the Other} 
Can he be ib Vigilant a Watchman 
over his diftant Charge ? Can he fo 
^n come to the Knowledge of thofe 
Errors in Dodrine, which may have 
crept into his Church ; or of the par- 
ticular h^kmbers of it, who are there- 
with infe^ed;? Can he be always fo 
Ready at hand to apply his Learning 
to Refute thefe Errors, and to Unde- 
ceive thofe who may have iKen Mifled 
by the cunning Craltinei^ of Such as 
have lain in wait to Deceive ? and to 
prevent the Frogrejs of any Herefy or 
Schifm, which may have gotten Foot- 
ing within the Limits of his Second 
Cure ? If there are Perfons fo Bigot- 
ted to certain Dodrincs, howeve? 
Strange or Erroneous^ as that they 
will cprnpafs- Sea a]nd |^ai^ to gain 
Bb One 
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One Profelyte thereto, may not the 
Ahfence of this Shepherd from bis 
Flock, invite and embolden M^ of 
fo keen an Appetite to break into Im 
Fold^ 2SA fcatter\a& Sheep, and tosHek 
a ^r^ of many of them ? And if they 
ihould do fb, as, in fad they faave^ 
in innumerable Inilances, tati he tri^ 
ly be faid to have u^ed all F^sK^^ 
Diligence to have kept diem togfcthet^ 
and to have prelerved th^m ^ffl 
Straying from him ? 

2. He hadi Promifed, « TtafBev^ 
" u/e both Public aftd ^PrvoauMih 
" nitions arui ExBortationi as weH 
" to the Sick as to the Wboh witMt 
" bis Cure, as Needjhali require^ 
" and as Occafion Jhall be givm» '* 

As his Former Engagement i^ard- 
cd Error in Religion, ib Tlus hath 
k relpcdb tqi Vicioufnefs in Life, tfis 
• ' Mo- 
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M(XiitidDs and Exhortations are to be 
Private ad wdl as ^uMky to the Sick 
as well as to Ae Wbok, In his Pub^ 
lie Di&oiijiieis to his Congregatioii, 
All^jx, to be <j6jifitder'd &s Wholey or ^ 
ait kaft, iViw^^ ^re to be diftihguifh'd 
^Oiberw^e'* His Momtims and .Ev- 
bortiitisn^ 'nh Public j ire to preferVfe 
them in their Suppifedlat^ty, And 
Thefe ^ven to the Jtmocenty in order 
to makc; them; Wary and Circum- 
i^S3^ and to ifidUce them to Perfe- 
tote in a Firtuous Courfe, may b^ 
noted and reflefted t^bn by the 
Qmity towird^ die reforming Jt Fi-^ 
dom One. ^ 

In the general, V^llt is delivered 
in SermoHS to a Crowd, is divided by 
the Particrilars amongft their Neigh^ 
hoiirs^ widiout applying much of it to 
^[iefiifehes: Sdf-Love ufually promptr 
ing Men to Hope, and Believe better 
Bb 2 of 
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of Themfelvcs than th^ defervc ; 
and, in comparing Themfelves with 
Others, to give Themfelves die ^r9- 
ference* Butj What is faid to Partis 
culari^ in Private Converfatiortu at 
Seafbnable Timesy and in an afietfti- 
onate Marnier, will make a de^)eF 
Itnprejjum, andlse mwe likely to have 
the Effe^ Intended. 

The ParHh Prieft is to confi- 
der himfelf as a Flyjkicm . of Souls. 
The Sick are Such as are affe&ed 
with Moral Diftempers. Thefe may 
be of Various Kinds, and in Various 
Degrees. Applications are to be made 
to them as Need fhall require, and as 
^ccafan (hall be given. But, now, 
is the Prieft residing upon One of his 
Two Livings, always within conve- 
nient Diftance to become this Salu- 
tary Phyfician in the Other ? Is h« 
fb much in the Way to Ohferve what 
-^ Need 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Pluralities Indefenjible, 373 

Need there is <^ his A4^key or to lay 
hold of the Occafiont that are given ? 
Can he fo weH Hear, or See, what 
Departures there are from Sobriety^ 
from Chaflity^ from Jujka} What 
Negle&s there are of God*s Worfliip, 
what Aiu/e of his Name, what Pro- 
fanation of his Sabbath ? Can he {o 
well know, What are the Tempers 
and Difpojitions of thefe Sick People, 
as One who Lives conflantly amongft 
them? and after what manner the 
Infirmities th^ Labour under are to 
be Treatedy in order to reftore Health 
and Soundnefs ? Or, can he poffibly 
have the fame Leifure to attend upon 
them lb often as may be neceffary 
for this purpofe ? It cannot be. 

3. He hiith Promifed, " That he will 

" maintain and fet forward^ as 

" much as lieth in him^ ^ietnefs^ 

** Peacey and Love amongfi J II 

B b 3 " Chri- 
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" Cbriflian People^ and efpectally 
J ** ammgft them that arCy or JbaH 

** bey committed to his Charge^ ** 

But, can he do this in a particular 
J^^jnmry or in any tolerable Degree 
amongft thofe with whom he doth 
not Live ? Hath he die fame Qppor- 
ttmitiesy at a Didance from his Second 
Benefice, to obferve what approaches 
there are to Strife and Contention ia 
his Parifhioners, as if he Rejidedw^n 
it ? And can he then fo Speedify ajn- 
ply himfelf to accommodate the Dif- 
ferences that arife, before they are 
carried to a Height that may difcou- 
rage, or fruftrateany Attempt of a 
Reconciliation ? Is he not out of the 
Sound of the Opprobrious Words which 
PafTion and Refentment utter ? Doth 
he fo much as Hear the Report of the 
Contumely which accompanies, and 
follows Accufation ? Or, if he do, 

Hadi 
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H^h he Jutority enough to mediate, 
^pd make Pe^cc between his Ne^- 
Jyju^ that are at Variaiice ? Or, is 
4r^ Autority Sufficient for this pur- 
pofe, h)\% what is founded in perfonal 
fifieem and Ajf^ion ? And is it not a 
iWng very Uncommon, if 'PoJfible% 
^^ P^rifhio?ia» (hpuld have £//i&^r 
fof the Minifter who doth not refide? 
Pot tji^y look ppon Themfelves as 
^jurd by him in his Living from 
tl^em ; to have as much Jtight to his 
^ffic^m^ ^mongft them, as He hath 
to Ithe fiths of the Produce of their 
l^abonr ; and are naturally Diftnclind 
to tjip Perfon who demands the Re- 
ward of S^rvk^s due to them, which 
hecanaQtdulyP^r>m. Butthe Appli- 
cations of a Wife and Good Minifter, 
vf\ioRefi4es uppp his Benefice, they 
wiU Liften to with Attention. For 
thqr have often Experienced his Care 
and Concern for them. His daily Con- 
Bb 4 ^^^" 
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verfation with them hath afliired them 
of his Good PFilly and that "they may 
Safely rely upcm his Judgment and his 
Integrity, In the courie of a few 
Years, it cannot be but he muft have 
Obligd them by many Civilities, and 
friendly Offices. A good deal of his 
Revenue arifing withiii the Parifli Re- 
turns to it again. The Necejpiries 
and Confveniemes of Life, for Himfelf 
and Family, have a conftant Demand 
upon him for One Part of it ; and 
the Art and Induflry of Others for 
Another ; and the Misery and Diftrefi 
of Others for Another. They will 
therefore hear His Voice, and Suffer 
Him to interpofe, and to fay, Sirs^ Ye 
are Brethren^ Why do ye Wrong One 
to another ? But to the Voice of Stran- 
gers they will not Hearken ; nor think 
otherwife of a Pluralifi who doth not 
hive amongft them, than as of a 
Stranger, 

4. H^ 
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4. ^e hath Promifed, " l^at he will 

. ** ^ Diligmt in Prayers^ and in 

" Reading the Holy Scriptures^ " 

or, in other Words, in Reading 

Divine Service* 

. ) What thisDiligence is may be learnt 
ton. our Ruhricy which binds both 
Priefts and Deacons, if they be in 
Health, and not hinder'd by any Ur- 
gent Caufey to repeat the Common 
Prayer 7«V<» a Day in the Church 5 
which is alfolnjoin'd by ^t Ancient 
Canons, But is the Pluralift Refiding 
at One of his Churches, always with- 
in Cmumient Diftance to be This di- 
Jigent in the Other I 

It is pretended that Reji^ent Una-- 
lifts J the moft Diligent, do not read 
Prayers in their refpeftive Churches 
more than Once a Day> eyen on Holy- 
Days j or, it may be, Wednefdays 

and 
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and Fridays ; atd, or^ die Other Daji^ 
of the Week, for want of a Congrb- 
gallon, x^ot. fo tftucf) as On^. 

To this I anfwer. That the Plutra- 
Ufi , where he doth Not Reiid^ can- 
not be, or, at leaft is not found to 
be, evenyS Diligent in Prayers as this. 
That, nptwithftanding what is pre* 
tended, yet all Refiding Unalifts nave 
Opportunity y and Some do a&ually on- 
brace it, cf being (Uligcnt in Prayers, 
according to the Letter of the JSty- 
^icy and Inju»6iio» of t^e Ancient 
Canons. That, inflead of reading 
Prayers Twice a D^y in their rer 
fpcdive Families y they radier du30& 
to do the fame in their relpedtive 
Churches y and to coniider 4^eir Con- 
gregations as their FamiHes, Th^t 
the Times 4)f Divine Service may be 
fo order'd by every Rejuknt Unalift, 
that his Whole Family may attpd 

with 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



pLyRALiTiBs IndefenfibU, 379 

with Convenience. That, if his fFhole 
Family attend, there will always be 
a CoH^gution, Tha^, when once it 
fliall b^ underftood, that the Refident 
Minifter doth intend to be thus Dili- 
gent in Prayers in the Church, it will 
Vffly rarely happen but that there will 
be ftlll a Larger Congregation. And 
that, notwithftanding his Parifliioners 
di Ordinary Condition will be often 
hind^'d from attending by their Se- 
culajr Imployments 5 yet it is not fe 
true, that th^ Want of a Congregation 
is the Caufe of Not Being thus Dili" 
gent in Prayers, As that the Not be- 
ing thus Diligent in Prayers is the 
Caufe of the W^rit of a Congre- 
gation. 

The Pkiralift, then, Refiding at 
One of his Churdies, Cannot be fo 
Diligent i^ Prayers, on the Week 
Days in the Otbery as the Rubric 

doth 
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-doth difcd, and the Ancient Canons. 
4o ipjoin ; nor even as RefidentVnZf 
lifts are often found to be; much lefs, 
as All Refident UnaMs May, and 
Ought to be (a). I enquire then. 
Whether He Can be thus Diligent 
even on the Sunday ? Not, if he can 
only read Prayers at Om of his 
Churches in the Moiyting^ and at the 
Other in the Afternoon. And how 
does he think the Farifhi,oners of the 
Several Churches, which He alter- 
nately deferts, will imploy die Vacant 
Mornings, and Afternoons ? The reft 
of the Week, they have their Ordinary 
Callings to attend. The Labour that 

{a) So thought Bifhop Morley when he Augmented 
t\c Vicarage of Farnham on tbefe Conditions, i. Tliat 
the Vicar receiving the Augmentation fhould Jhoayf 
Reiide upon his Vicarage, notwitbftanding any Difptn- 
fation. y.. That He or his Cur^t^ ihould rpad the M>m- 
mon Prayer, or Public Service of the Qiurch, not only 
on Sundays, and Holy-DaySy on Wtimfdayty and Fri- 
daysy but Every Day of the Week Morning and Even- 
ing. 3. That He or his Curate fliould likewife Q^e- 
cliize the Children and Servants of the Parifh every Sua- 
doy. Caft of ImprsmatimSyii^. p. 411,412. 

Sup- 
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Supplies their Neceflities, preferves 
their Innocence. But iTtefe are ha- 
zardous TimtSy and fruitful o( Irre- 
ligioii and Immorality. Nor, can any 
one be Surprized if they fhould go 
aftray, for diey are at thefe times, as 
Sheep without a Shepherd. To fay 
no worfe of this Parochial Caie, it is 
not a Diligent, but a PerfunS^ory, 
Partial, and DefeSiive Care of the 
Souls committed to his Charge. 

But, fuppofe the Duty of being thus 
diligent in Prayers on die Week Days 
was univerfally Omitted by Refident 
Unalifts in their refpeAive Parifti 
Churches, upon Forefight founded in 
Experience, that no One Could, or 
TFould attend, befides Thofe of their 
refpedive FaqaiHes ; yet, I hope, it 
is Univerfally acknowledged, at the 
l^e. time> to be the *Duty of Evety 
Unalift in the Kingdom to Read 

Prayer* 
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Prayers to his Own Family, widmi 

his Parifk, Twice a Day. To be This 

Diligent in Prayefs muft be the Lead 

that the Priefl at his Ordinatim 

can be fuppofcd to have Proijiiibd. 

And this Duty thus pei^iiied^ ht- 

fides the Bendit of it to his Owtt 

Sod, will be di^^tUfi to tfa^Pa- 

lifhioners with whc^m he Lives ; ia 

that it will be sm Boickme tb them 

of his Oivn great regard to the Ile]i^ 

gion he Profefles to Teach ; and may 

induce an Imitation of his Pidj in 

Their refp^diVe Fanuliei, and ^ 

Opinion of his Sefioufn^^ ivi^ioiirt 

which he c^n have litde Ii^ueiibe ib 

his JE^-iSor/^ftwl/f to Virtue. And^tfthd 

Pluralidi, reading conftantly oh Orti 

of his Parochid Cutes^ canhdt ht 

within convenient Diftanbe to Ibppfy 

This Duty at die Other, the Sduls 

committed to his X^hirge will be d&t 

^tute of this Help to Devotbn. 

5. He 
s 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^LiOkAtiTits tndefenfifh. 383 

5, He hadi Prbmifed, « Thai Hi 

^ wHl h Dtiigmt to frOtfie and 

* fajhion U^df and bis Fdmifyi 

-** Acc&dir^ io fie DoSirm if 

>.'. *^,€hrifi^ Std to Make htb Hifti* 

-; */ fitf and ^hetHy Us simcb as i^ 

<< . iJi/ti HeUfby ^bdlfom Examples and 

^' 9atimistotbeFloik(f,Cbrift,'"i 

* ^ » . . . 

B^'the i^^jv^ o£ Chrift 19 tkcre meatit 
that Tdrt of it^ of which he haA 
tnodertaken to bb the Shepberd^ and 
is mtnifted, in coniequenee. of his Pro^ 
riufe, to Fetd \ or, in o^eit: Wordsj 
to Inftru^ in the Dodrhu^ of Chrift. 
The Dd^rin^ pf Chrifti are as weU 
^ch of diem as Chriftian Men are 
tau^t to Bilieve, as fuch as diey are 
e^orted toPr^ife. The Dodirines of 
C^iirift accoidkig to which he h^e 
Ph>Mifes to Fafbhn himfelf and hu 
Fafaiiiy, that both He and They may 
Ijecome whoUbm Exan^les for the 

Flock 
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Flock of Chrift to follow, arc the 
Moral Doftrincs or Precepts of Chri- 
ftianity. To inftnid: his Flock- in 
Theie by Example^ being his Duty as 
their Piftor, He muil not cont^t 
Himfelf to inftrudl hy Preachirtg^ on- 
ly ; but he muft do it alfo by Living 
Himfelf in the Pradife of all thofc 
Virtues, in which he afllires his Flock, 
the Golpel requires They (hics\M. live* 
And to this end, as ofteh> as he reads 
the Litany to them, he prays, *^ that 
** God would Illuminate him with 
" true Knowledge, and Underftand- 
" ing of his Word, and that both by 
^ his Preaching and Living he may 
** fet it forth, and Ihew it according- 
** ly. ** There is no need to Separate^ 
in order to Compare thefe two Ways 
of InftruAion. They are beft United, 
But, if they Jhould be compared (as 
they ever are> and ever will be, when 
either the Example Varies from die 

Doilrine^ 
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Doftrine, or is not Exhibit^ to ift* 
force it) Example will be found to 
have the Preference, as being gene* 
rally more Intelligible, and better Cre* 
dited ; and, without which, breach- 
ing, ifunderftood, will be difregard- 
ed J and, if not Disbelieved, yet not 
firmly enough believed to Reform* 
Preaching then, is ufeful to Inftruftj 
Example /«^^ fo, being itfelf, Inter- 
pretatively, a Preaching, as well as a 
Patterrk 

It being, then, the Paftdr's Duty 
to Fajkion Himfelf according to the 
Doftrine of Chrift, or according to 
what Chrift hath any where taught 
in his Gofpel ; to the End that he 
may become 2iWholfom Example to 
his Flock ; he muft be a Perfon of a 
Comphat Moral Ghara^fter : For, 
Otherwife, whilft he is a ivholfom Ex- 
ample in One refped, he may be an 
C c Un- 
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Urmlioifom One in Another ; even td' 
the Diminution of the Influence ht 
might have in That relpeffc, in which 
his Example is Wholfom, 

But, fiippoiing. him to have the 
Compleateft Moral Chafader. ; ftill, 
in order to raife in his Flock an Ad^ 
miration of his Virtues^ ajid a Dejire 
to Imitate them, their Excellctice and 
Beauty muft Appear ; anjd be bdiev'd 
to be Real ; firice there only, where 
they Appear^ they can be Exemplary^ 
or hnvt Influenced hy Example. 

It is not then Sufficient^ that Om 
or Other of thefe Virtues do Noiv and 
^hen Appear. For fp> they may be 
Sufpefted as Aj^^cnt mly. Nothing 
is more common than Pretences to 
Virtues whkh Men have not. Hardly 
any Worldly Intereft. is Succefefiilly 
purfu'd vyidiout a Shem of Viftue. 

Vkiouii 
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Vicioiis Men, Upon occafionj and du- 
Hng a fliort Ihtetview, can behave 
inoffenfively, arid even plaufibly. Be- 
lides, what is Tranfitory, if Real, 
gives riot the Beholder Opportunity to 
'Confider it, nor room to be in Love 
with it. It is not Lafling enough to 
inake Impreflibn. The Traces of it 
in the Memory being indiftind are 
Toon obliterated. 

It muft tneri be a conftant, fteady, 
tmiform Pradice of Moral Virtue in 
general; a Frame, aFalhion^ a Habit, 
ia Tenor df Life agreeing with the 
Doftrines he tisacheSy long obferved, 
iirifufpededj much admired, that 
iftiift fit him to inftnii^it hj' Example 
tflfcdually, and iri the beft manner. 
And to idS^iovitlmfelf and \mFatnily 
t.ohcEkempiary'mX}[iQ beft manner, is 
his indi(pen{ible Dutyj he having Pro 
nrifed to be T>iligent in it ; and to 
- ' Cc i do 
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do it as much as in him lieth \ and 
the Nature of his Office requiring it 
ablblutely at his hands* 

To Illuftrate this, the ^foper Cha- 
radler of the good Parifli Prieft, is 
That of a Pious, Sober, Difcreet, Juft 
Man ; manifcfting, in his Converfa- 
tion, SimpHcity, Meeknels, and Hu- 
mility. He condefcends to the Ca- 
pacitiesy He hath Compallion on the 
Weakneffts of IlUterate, Uneducated 
Men ; whom he is to Inftrud in the 
Knowledge of the Gofpel, and to 
form 10 Social Virtue. He is Watch- 
ful over their Behaviour ; He is /«• 
quifaive into their Condition ; He 
Helps them in their Neceflities ; He 
Comforts them in their Afflidions j 
and, upon all occafions, (hews a true 
Concern for their Temporal and Eter- 
nal Welfare. Now, if This his Light 
fhine before them, it may prqducc 

not 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^LVKAUTiES Indefenfihh. 389 

not only an Imitation of fo much of 
this Character, as is by them Imi- 
table ; but a Reverence alfo for his 
Profeffion ; a Love and P^alue for 
his Perfon ; a Difpojition and Temper 
to be Rul'd and Guided by him in 
Matters Moral and Religious ; and a 
Confidence in him, that they may, 
with Freedom and Safety, refort to 
him for his Advice and Diredion in 
all their Scruples, Doubts, and Diffi- 
culties, as to a Skilful, Difcrect, and 
Faithful Friend, 

This being fo, It isi not more the 
Duty of a Perfon entering upon a Pa- 
rochial Cure, to FaJhioH himfelf to 
this Proper Character of the Parifh 
Prieft, tian it is his Duty to kt the 
Light of it fo Shine before his Flock, 
that they perceiving it, may glorify 
their Conainon Lord and Mafler, in 
9, Belief of That Religion, which pro- 
C c 3 duces 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



390 Pj^URALiTiEs J?tdefenfih!^ 

duces thefe Fruits in Thofe, who ai^ 
Suppofed to undcrftand itbeft; and 
in a Conformity of their Lives to tl^Q 
Podrines and Precepts it injoins. 

Now, admitting this proper Cha- 
rader of the Parifli Prieft, to be the 
iTrue Charader of the Pluralift, I en^ 
quire, Whether refiding conilantly 
with his Family upon One of his Two 
Benefices, he be always within con- 
venient Diftancp to let This Light 
fhine equally upon the Other ? The; 
Light of the Sun may indeed fliine 
equally on Both : but the Light of 
Religioiis and Moral Converfation, 
though it be a burning and a fiining 
Light in One of his Two Cures, wifl 
be but a faint and glimmering one in 
t^Q Other y tho* but two Miles diftant 
from it, and more fo in Proportion 
to its greater Diftanoe. And yet iht 
Pluralift receives the Wages, as ifj b^ 
, •' • Alter^ 
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Mternate Preaching only, he had done 
^t.Work ; as if he had been a Labourer 
Worthy of his Hire. But, where is the 
Work, or where the habour^ in 
Preaching once a Week in One of 
his Two Churches in the Morning 
and at die Other in the Afternoon ; 
when he ought to have Officiated at 
Each, both Morning and Afternoon ? 
But, were there no Negleft of this 
kind at Either ; Shoujd the Pluralift, 
riling early, and late taking Reft, be 
able to Officiate one Day in Seven at 
Both his Cures, in the fame manner 
as he would, and ought to do, if 
he had but One ; yet Preaching and 
Reading Prayers in the Morning, and 
Reading Prayers and Catechifing in 
the Afternoon, at Each, is only a Por- 
t\m of the Worli. ; a Part of the ha- 
bmr \ and however magnified, not 
-the greatefi Part neither. There re- 
inaijis the ExetHplifiiation of the Pre- 
C c 4 cepts 
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cepts of Chriftianity in his own Coi^ir 
dudl all the Week after to be exhibited 
to his Flock, that They alfb may learn 
from hence to fafhion Themfehes ae-r 
cording to His FaChion : a thing im,. 
pofHble to be done Satisfadorily with 
regard . to That Part of his Flock 
amongft whom he doth not Refide ; 
and fure, the moft difficult, with re- 
iped: to That amongft whom he doth 
Refide. The great Work, the great 
Labour is not in Preachings but in 
Living ; in Living up to the Proper 
Gharadcr of the good Parifh Prieftj 
floc OpiiSi Hie Labor ^. 

Now, if This be (o^ in Livings of 
^ear Situation to each other, what 
is it in 7%ofe which are Remote ? 
Why, in Living? more Remote, the 
Utmoid that qan be faid is, that th^ 
Ordinary and Extraordinary Duties of 
th§ Sec<md Living jpaay b^ fypplied b^ 
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a Curate : And this Curate may be 
as Good a Man for the Purpofe as ^e 
ReSior. Nay, faith the Defender («), 
" It oft-times happens that the Cii-^ 
^* rate is a Better Phyfician of Souk 
^* than the R?dor ; in which cafe 
" it conduceth to the Spiritual Good 
** of Such a Parifti, that the Cure 
?' thereof be SuppUed rather by the 
^* Curate, than the Redor in Perfiru'' 
Special i^rgument for the Continuance 
of Pluralities 1 That He, who is once 
Poflefled of ^wq Jl-ivings with Cure of 
Souls, may have the fine Opportunity 
pf getting One of them Serv'd for a 
^mall Stipend by a Curate, who is a 
Better Man for the Purpofe than Him,- 
felf I 

But, if the Curate be as Good only j 
5ind much more, if He be ABetUrMaa 
for the Purpqfe ; What can be mqi^e 

^ Rea- 
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Reafonable than that He fhould have 
the Living /«^Wof the ReBor ? But, 
« Soft and Fair, faith the Defender 
** (tf), It would fcarcc be thought 
*' ynfli ^^^ * Layman fhould be 
** Difpoflefled, and his Eftate given 
f* to Another, upon no Other Title 
f « than the Greater Worth of the Lat- 
« ter. " But, witli Submiflion, The 
Two Cafes are not at all Alike, It 
would fcarce be thought Jufl to Dit' 
poflefe Any Man, whether Lay or Clet 
rical, of an Eftate he Inherits or Ac- 
quires, and in the Pofleffion of which 
he is Quieted by Law founded in 
Equity. But, it would fcarce be 
thought Unjufi to Difpoflcfe a Clerk 
of his Sj^ond Benefice, Prohibited to 
be held together with a Former by 
Ancient Laws made to Incour^e Pa- 
trons to Build and Indow'Chui-ches, 
and Secured to Him only -by 2Xi After-: 
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Law founded in an Aft of Power, and 
contrary to the Reajm of the thing, as 
>vell as the Intention of fuch Patrons ; 
jf that could poifibly be done, for, 
to this Second Benefice He ought not 
^ have been Prefented^ even though 
More Worthy than his Curate, and. 
fnuch lefs, if not So Worthy. And, 
therefore. Allowing the pftate to have 
|)een Originally given for the Mainte- 
nance of a Spiritual Perfon, who 
ihould perpetually Refide upon it, 
Twhich the Redor upon his Second 
Living could not do, it would fcarce 
be thought Jufi, Ngt to difpolfefs 
him of it, if that could pofllbly be 
done. I therefore fay again, What 
can be more reafonable than that the 
Curate ihould have the living infiead 
of the ReBor^ fincc it is confeffed, 
that the Redor hath not Superior M^r, 
Ht, whereby he can be Intided to the 
Second Living on That Account. , 
^\ . ./ But 
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But faith the Defender (/?), " The 
" Redor, though Inferior to the Cu- 
" rate in I'bis refpcd, may, in Other 
** refpedls, be far Superior in Merit 
^ to him. " But, it is in This re- 
lpe<a^, and in This only^ that there is 
Any Occafion either for the ReStor^ 
or the Curate, 

The Redor may have Superior Me-- 
rit in Some Other refpeds, which 
have no relation to the prefent Quef- 
tion. He may be Superior in die Art 
of Surgery^ which is a Real Merit ; 
but hath no relation to the Merit in 
Queftion. He may be Superior in 
'Mathematical Science, which is a real 
Merit ; but hath no relation to the 
Merit in Queftion. The Merit in 
Queftion, is '^at of a ^Jyfician of 
Souls, In This refpeft the Curate is 
ajlow'd to be oft-times the Better Phy- 

fician \ 
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fician ; and what then fhould hinder, 
but that, as often as Thb happens, 
he fhould have the Reward due to 
him Ai the Better? The Redlor again, 
(to bring the thing nearer home) may- 
be Superior, as an Able Controverfial 
Writer, which hath indeed a 'Diftant 
relation to the Mjirit in Queftion, but 
ftill is not // ; and cannot, therefore, 
Intitle Him who hath Not the Proper 
Merit, to with-hold his <S<?fW Living 
from Him who Hath it. Nay, I have 
often Wonder d^ and fhall never Ceafe 
to wonder. Which way Tlat Sort of 
Merit can Intide a Perfbn to Two 
Livings, who, by the Nature of his 
Studies, can hardly have Leifure to 
take care of One : And who, if he 
Preaches to his People Portions of hit 
Controverfial Writings, of the Length 
of Sermons, will, generally, be a veiy 
Ufelefs Parifli Prieft, even in That Om 
Living on which he Refides. A T>ig- 

mty 
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ftity in the Church is the Proper Re- 
ward of thfc Redor's Superior Merit 
bf lUs kind. And yet not Any Dig- 
nity. Not a Dignity that will rfequire 
his WMe Time to be fiU'd up with 
Duties df Another kind. No Other 
Dignity, than That which will givd 
him the Leifure he #arits for Control 
t?^fyf a/ Writing, 

But neither Is Superior Merit in7!^/i 
i-efped:, nor, indeed, in Any Other ^ 
a Merit Superior to That of a good 
Parijb Priefi. The good Pari/b 
Prieft^ Living ks if i% Believ d, will 
beft difpofe Others to Believe, what 
fliall at any Time be Contrvue^fially 
Written in Defencfe of Chriftiari 
Religion. And if the Ufficacy of 
ivhat fliall be 1%us Written^ ^vill Id 
iiiuch depend on the good Life of the 
Parifh Prieft, the M^rit of Ecclefi- 
aftical Men Writing well, is a Lefi 

Merit^ 
4 
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Merit, than That of Ecclefiaftical 
Men Living well. I wi(h the Clergy 
of Lower Attainments in their Profef- 
fion, would Confider, that they have 
it yet in their Power to be of what 
Value they pleafe* 

But it may fo happen, that the Cu- 
rate may have Merit of Buery kindj 
Superior to the Redtor's : And, if fo, 
here will be a Reafon, not only why 
the Re<ftor fliould not have Both the 
Livings, but alfo, if the Argument 
for Superior Merit be Good, why the 
Redor ftiould have Neither, but the! 
Curate Both : and how will the Rec^ 
tor like That ? 

But, I will fuppdfe the ReSior and 
the Curate to have Equal Proper Me- 
rit, or Equal Capacity for the due 
Difcharge of the Minifterial Office : 
and yet, I think, it may fairly be 

pre- 
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prefumed, that the defirablc Cmje^ 
quence of this E^ual Merit, will noi 
be Equal ; nor the Parifli, generally^ 
be io Well taken Care of by the Cu- 
rate^ as by the ReSlor. The Curate* 
naturally, will be dilpos'd to confider) 
That he is not the Proper Shepherd, 
but an Hireling ; nor the Parifhioners 
his Oim Flock ; nOr the Revenue 
which is Affign'd for the Keeping if^ 
His Revenue, but Another s. And, 
will the Hireling, whole Own the 
Sheep are Not^ as naturally take the 
Same Care of them as if they PP^ere 
his Own ? Or, will he Ufe the {amc 
Diligence for a <S««»// Gohfiderationj 
as for a Larger ? Or, will he not 
rather be tempted to think a Care 
proportioned to his Pay to be, on 
His Part, a Reafonable and Sufficient 
Care? 

Again J 
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Again; the Moral Behaviour of 
die Gurate is That, by which he will 
have the greateft Influence upon 
Thofe he is to Guide and Pire£t in 
their Moral Ways. And will he, na- 
turally, have the fame Guard upon 
his Owrt ConduB ; ib readily forego 
the prefent Appetite or Humour \ Ufe 
the fame Ahjiinences and Forbearances 
in things Innocent, for the fake of 
Weaker Brethren, in a Place from 
whence he hopes quickly to be Re- 
moved (when, he flatters himfelf, what 
he had idly faid or done will be for- 
gotten, or He not hear of it); as in a 
Place, where he is to continue, pro- 
bablyj for his Life ? 

Again ; the Serious Incumbent, im- 
mediately upon his Inftitution to a 
Benefice with Cure of Souls, begins to 
Inquire into the State and Condition 
of his Parifla ; Propofes, as far as he 
fliall be Able, to Reform what kAmifs 

' i D d in 
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in it ; Settles with Himrelf, in what 
Method he (hall proceed, and what 
Meafures he fhall take, in order ta 
obtain his Pious End; and, without 
Desiring to Correft even Inveterate 
Error, or Habitual Vice, in the Older 
People, will fet himfelf in good carnefl: 
to InftruA the Touth of his Parifli wt 
their Duty, as the beft Security he ca» 
have, that the Next Generation (hall 
be Sober and Rehgious Men: And 
will a Curate^ as naturally enter upon 
TTioughts and Refolutiom of this kind, 
of which he expeds not to fee the 
Iffiie, as if he was to end his Days 
upon This Spot f Or, Will he not ra- 
ther fay, as in Other Tranflations may 
be faid, here is Ars longa^ Mora bre^ 
tvV.^'And that he will begin, inearneft, 
to do Good, when He is gotten to the 
Heighth of his Expectations ? little 
thinking, that he is contrading a Ha- 
bit oi Idknefs in the mean time. 

I have 
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I haye but One Word more to fey 
to the Defender9 and then I have 
done. " In truths faith he, if Men 
" imttld judge without Pnjudicey it 
" ffiuft he Jcknowledgdy that it is more 
^^ for the Inter efi of the Churchy ami of 
" Religion in general^ that Men of 
*' eminent Learning and Prudence 
" fhQuld Attend in the Courts of Princes 
" andNohlemeny toAdmonifhy InfiruSiy 
" and Advife Ihemy their Relations 
and Dependants y in Matters of Re- 
ligiony than that the fame Perfons 
*'^ fiould he Ohligd to attend Perfo- 
" nally upon a Few Rufticks; who 
" may learn as much as "They are ca- 
" pabk of from the Meaneft Curate." 
This Argument is ba-ought in hr 
vour of Non-refidencey the Author 
taking it for granted, that, if Non- 
reiidence be Allowable, Pluralities^ 
which are the common Occafion of 
it, are fo too. But, befides that there 
D d 2 arc 
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are Other Arguments againft Plura^ 
lUies, This in favour of Nm-refidettCt 
is not Allowed. 

' The Argument fuppofes, That therfe 
are no Oiher Clergy of eminent Learn- 
ing and Prudence to attend in the 
Courts of Princes and Noblemen, for 
the Promotion of Religion, than thfe 
Benejicd Clergy in the Country. I 
fay, the Argument fuppofes This, be- 
caufe the 1)efender fuppofes the Mali 
eminently Learned and Prudent^ and, 
for his EmineTice in thefe Refpeds, 
more Fit to Refide in the Courts of 
Princes and Noblemen, to be Already 
^offefs'd of a Benefice with Cure of 
Souls in the Country ; fince he affirms 
it to be more for the Intereft of the 
Church, and of Religion in general, 
that Such Perfon ftiould Leave his 
Cure of Souls in the Country to a 
Curate^ and go Himfelf to Admonifli 
Princes and Noblemen in the Courts 
:of Prince. But, 
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But, are there, indeed, no Of her 
Learned and Prudent Cler^ tp at- 
tend in the Courts of Princqs and Not 
blemen for the Purpofes ahpvemen- 
tioh'd, but who are already Beneficd 
in the Country? If there v^r^ Othef,^ 
and if there are a fufficient Number. 
of them, (as to be furc there are) 
then there can be no Occasion for 
thofe who are already Bencjicd in the; 
Country, to defert th^r Proper Cures,* 
in order to do that, which m&y bei 
done by Others as well, without Ne- 
gleding any Other Duty. 

But, after what Manner, would* 
they Admonifh, Inftrud, and Advife 
Princes and Noblemen in the Courts 
of Princes, when ihcy Should. 2ittcnd' 
there ? By Perfonal Conferences about 
Matters of Religion, if thefe be De- 
fir d. Admonition, Inftrudion, or Ad- 
vice m.2iy Learnedly and Prudently 
be Given; Or, if thefe be Cajualy ftill 
D d 3 Opinion 
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Gfinim itiay Learnedly and Pruddatly 
be deliver'd ; but litde regard will be 
had cither to the Advice, or the Opi- 
nion that ihall be Obtruded. There 
reniajn, then, butTWWaysby ^hich 
the Attending Gler^, whatever be 
their Learnings can Admonifli Princes 
and Noblemen in die Courts of Princes 
with 'Prudence: By Preaching; and 
by Personai, Conduct ; the One 
containing X//^r<2/, die Other earfii- 
biting Virtual Admonitions. 

If by Pleaching; None can pro- 
perly Preach before Princes and No- 
blcmeu in the Courts of Princes, but 
Thofe who are Autborisd to do it, 
Accordiogly \/4&^/A?r/if^ is given to a 
certain and fufficient Number of Cba^ 
lains to Preach in their feveral Coutfes 
throughout the Year. Atahority is 
alfo given to Others di higher Stations 
in tb« Church to Prca^ upon Par' 
ttctUat Occaiipnst 

The 
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The Chaplains appointed for this 
|*urpofe, may All of them be as «mi^ 
ncntly Learned and Prudent, as Ar^ 
in the Kingdom, if Thofe, who have 
the Appointment of them, think it of 
Importance they fhould be fo. Others 
of higher Stations in the Church, muft 
Jbe Ptipfum'd to be fo too, unlefs you 
will Impeach the Prudence ox Good- 
mfs of Thofe who Advis'd their Ad- 
vancement. 

With refpc<a to die Chaplains ; It 
is not Necef&ry that jiny of T^hefe 
ihould i)e, as yet, Beneficd at all. 
They may attend in the Courts of 
|*rinc^, in the manner they are re- 
quired to do it, in hopes that their 
Attendance there will be rewarded, in 
a few Years, with a Bemfice^ or Dig- 
nity of good Value ; and a Benefice 
or Dignity ofGWValue will be a 
handfome Recompence for Such their 
Attendance. 

D d 4 Beiog, 
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Being, as yet, not Beneficd at all, 
they can have no Occaiion for the 
Permiilion of Non-refidmce upon any 
Cures in the Country. Or, if they 
ihould each of them have a Single 
Benefice in the Country, even then 
there could be no Occafion they 
fhould ferve their refpeftive Cures by 
Curates ; fince their 'Times gf waiting, 
in their turns, in the Courts of Princes, 
are fo Shorty that their Abfences from 
their Livings for this Purpofe, do not, 
even in the Opinion of the Adverla- 
ries of Pluralities and Non-refidences, 
feem to require it. 

If they Have, or Would have, Two 
Livings each, and, fo, Have, or Would 
have, Occafion iox the Permiflion of 
■Non-rejidence upon One of Them, 
then, it is eaiily feen, the Permiffion 
oi Non-reJidence is contended for, not 
that they may AtterJr in the Courts 
of Princes and Noblemen to give Ad- 
monitions 
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monitions there; but that they may 
hold Plurality of Benefices with Cure, 
of Souls. And will it, indeed, be 
more for thelntereftof the Church, 
and of Religion in general, that, 
whenever a ^luralifi in the Country 
hath a Conceit that his Sermons are 
too good for Rujiichy (which, with 
Submiffion, is a thing altogether Im- 
fojfibli) and that he hath Learning 
and Prudence to Admonifh 'Princes 
and Noblemen to their Hearts Content, 
(which, perhaps, is a thing not alto- 
gether ^'^ Certain) the Permiffion of 
Ncn-refidence ftiould be continu'd? 

With refpeft to Perfons in higher 
Stations y who are Author is d to Preach 
upon 'Particular Occafions, it wiU 
not, furely, be faid, They have any 
Need of the Permiffion Not to Refide 
upon Cures in the Country, which 
they are fuppos'd neither to Ha^e^ 
nor to be Capable of having. They 

2 are 
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2St already in f^offejpon of the Re* 
wards of the Eitiinent Learning an4 
Prtidence they have- to Admonifh 
Princes and hfcfclemch in thie Courts 
of Princes, find Ou^Bt therewith to 
be folly Satisfied. They are cali*d 
upon to Preach upon the Higher 
Days, as being Higher Perfons. The 
Requiring One or Other of lUiefe to 
Attend at Court for a Morning or 
Two in a Year for this Purpofe upda 
Solemn Occafions, is, at once, a Co$n- 
plaifance from their Prince to their 
Supfosd greater Merity and an Op~ 
fartunity to Themfelvcs to fhew their 
ttefpeB to him, by foch Learned and 
Prudent Difcourfcs, as will juftify his 
having Advanc'd them to the High 
Honours they have received. But, if 
they Should not therewith be fully 
Satisfied, but fhould Defire to hold a 
Benefice or 'Two with Cure of Souls in 
the Country in Commendcmty yet 

there 
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there couid be no Occafipn for tiie 
Permiflion of Nm-refidenee upon Ei- 
ther, to the End that they might the 
better Attend in the Courts of Princes 
and Noblemen to Admonifh them; 
fince, if they were never to Attend 
there for this Purpofe, they could Tuxt 
ever the more Rejide upon any Bene- 
fice they fhould hold in Commendam 
in the Country. Thdr Attendance 
in Parliament, or Convocation, for One 
Part of the Year, and their Neceffary 
Refidence within their Dioeefes to 
dilcharge the federal Duties of the 
Epifcopal Fundion, for the Remain- 
der, would not give them Leifure to 
do it. The Permiflion, then, oiNon- 
refidence to 'Thefe Perfbns could be of 
no Other Ufe to Them, than to fecure 
them in the Reception of a Revenue, 
for which they neither Did, nox Could, 
perform the Service for which it was 
given; and to hinder any Others 

from 
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from receiving it, who both could 
and would, or might be made to do 
it, if they were Difinclin'd. 

The Other Way of giving Admo^ 
iiition to Princes and Noblemen in 
the Courts of Princes, and greatly 
preferable to any Other, is by Per- 
sonal Coii^DycT. *This can be exhi- 
;biD?d by the Clergy in the Charader 
oi Courtr-Chaplaim^ no otherwife, than 
as Accidental Intercourfe with the 
Great Men at Court (hall give thein 
Opportunities ; and will " better be 
difplay'd by Abfiinences than hy ASis\ 
there not being fo much Room to Let 
their Light of Good Wori^y the feed- 
ing the Hungry, and cloathing the 
Naked^ fhine before Princes and No- 
blemen, as before Bujlicks. Now, if 
Vanity, or Luxury, or Adulation be, 
in any of the Clergy of This Cha- 
rader, obferv'd ; if Dijftmulations of 
their Dijlike of what is faid offen- 

fively 
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ifively t6 Religious and Virtuous Ears, 
or Forbearances to fiy what may be 
faid in Countenance and Support of 
Matters Serious or Sacred, be Re- 
iriark'd ; if curious and refpeftful 
VifiU to Perfons living in Infamy, 
and, for ought appears to the con- 
trary, determin'd fb to LiVe, be 
Noted ; if Interejled Applicationsj 
and Ambitious Views, Dijhmefl Suit- 
ings, and Bafe Attachments, do Ap- 
pear ; it is eafily to be feen, that This 
manner of Life and Converfation in 
the Clergy exhibited to Courtiers, 
will, in the very Nature of it, Difin- 
tline them rather to Religion, than 
Invite them to it, as it will occalion 
ia Doubt, whether thefe Clerical Men, 
who fhou'd beft know what are the 
Obligations to Religion, have Any 
themfelves ; fince their whole Con- 
cera feems to be to Pleafe Men for 
the iake of their Own Temporal Ad- 
vantage. 
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vantage. But ^Qbriety^ Sipi,plieityy and 
JftmcefKCy an4 a Juft Indifference to 
iheRiches and Honours of this Worldj 
and even a Contempt of them wheii 
they appear in Competition with De- 
cency and Dttty^ will be a Fine Ad- 
iBonition to them, not (o to Over- 
value thefc Things, as, for the {gks 
pf them, to do any thing that is Mean, 
or Ummrthy of a Man of Honour and 
Virtue. This is a Sort of Admonition 
which may be given by the Loweft 
to the Higheft without Offending, 
Verbal Admonitions, tho* proceeding 
from AffeBion^ or, as it may fome- 
times be fuppos'd, from Duty, may 
yet be Diflik'd by great Men, as re^ 
prefenting them faulty or deficient, 
or otherwife difagreeably to Them- 
felves, and may feem alfo to Savour 
of Pride or Impertinence in the 
Monitor, as well as to Leflen the 
Value of the Admonifli'd. But, 

to 
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to Admoniih Others to ha Good» 
only by hnng Good Onis Selfy ca3 
have nothii]^ irritating or {nrovokiog 
in it. If the DifFerent Characters of 
Men be occafionally compared, as 
they always wiU, and the One, by 
this means, become a Reproach to th^ 
Other, yet this not being Intended, 19 
not Re&nted. On the contrary. Men 
who take great Liberties Thcmfelves, 
however they may delight to expo& 
Hypocrites for fretmding to greater 
StriBm/sy have yet a Secret Love and 
Veneration for /r«^ Virtuous and Re- 
ligious Men, and of the Clerical Or- 
der in particular, who are, at once, 
doing their Own Duty, and Teaching 
Others Theirs by this Gentlefl of all 
Reproofs; and may be found, at 
length, to give over thofe irregular 
Purfuits, from which no Other Ad- 
monitions, probably, would have re- 
claim'd thenj. 

The 
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The ConduSi of Pcrfohs of a Reli- 
gious Charader in Higher Stations 
comes next to be conlldcr'd. What 
Would give Offence in Perfofis of the 
fame Character in the Lower Statioti, 
will, in the Higher^ give a great Deal 
more. For it is a worfe Condud, 
is liable to a worfe Conftrudion, will 
have a more difRifive Influence. For, 
in the Higher ^ there is fuppos'd to be 
greater Ktiffwledge^ and the Errdr will 
be eftecm*d to be againft clearer Con-' 
viBiotty and xiae. Departufi from Rec- 
titude more Culpable. Their Perfonal 
ConduB cortiider'd as Men, or as Cle- 
rical Mtn, tho* Unexceptionable or 
evert Laudable, can inftrud no fur- 
ther than in what is comely in Pri^ 
vate Life. It remains, that they have 
great regard to their ConduB in their 
Higher and more Public Stations, 
which have Proper Duties belonging 
to them. Their Stations being i^/^^^r, 

their 



A 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Plurahties Indefenjible, 417 
their Behaviour will be more Confpi- 
cuous. The Eyes of all Men will be 
upon it. All Men will ^udge of it. 
Moft Men are Good Judges of it. 
Knowing what will Be right in them, 
they wait with Attention to fee, elpe- 
cially in Trying Cafes, whether they 
will Do right. As their Firmnefs to 
what is Right will be the Comfort 
and Stay of the Good, fo their Frailty 
will be the Triumph of the Bad, and 
the Parent of more Badnefs. As 
often as a Bifiop fhall not Ordain, or 
not Injiitute to Benefices within his 
Diocefe, Illiterate or otherv^ife C/«- 
worthy Vti£on% at the Recommenda- 
tion of Great Courtiers, fo often may 
fee be faid to have given proper Ad- 
monitions to them, that He himfelf 
hath a Regard to the Learning, ^iety, 
and Virtue of Men, and particularly 
of the Clergy for the fake of Other 
Men; and that it would be greatly 
E e for 
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for the Intereft of the Churchy and of 
Religion in general, if they would be 
careful to be truly Inform'd of the 
Clerical Merit of the Perforis they 
^^fer Themfelves, or Recommend to 
Others, and to Prefer and Recom- 
mend no Other. And, as every Bi- 
flxp is a Lord of Parliament^ and a 
Part of the Great Council of .the Na- 
tion to Princes, and a Judge of the 
Civil and Religious Interefts of his 
Country, and of what will imme- 
diately, OT remotely affed iTxfe In-- 
terefts, fo will he have fineOpportuni* 
ties of giving Admonition to Princes, 
and Noblemen in the Courts of 
Princes, by only declaring himfelf 
perpetually and uniformly Content^ 
that wkat he really thinks in his Ccn- 
fciencey and is able to fupport by Rea- 
fony to be 'Prefervati'Oe or Promotive 
o£lhefe Interefts, fhould take Place ; 
and perpetiially and uniformly Net 
2 ; Contenty 
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Content y that any thing Derogatory to, 
or DeflruSiive of them, fhould fuc- 
ceed. Which Sort of Virtual or 
Interpretative Admonition proceeding 
from Perfbns in their High Character 
of Counfellors to their Prince, arid 
who have given no Occafion to Sn- 
iped: their Honour and Integrity in 
Private Life, will incline all Serious 
Men, tho' they fhould Difagree from 
them in Opinion^ yet Very much to 
regard their Holy ^rofejpon. 

But, after all, if a Beneficiary tm^% 
Honefily leave the Government and 
Diredion of his Parifli to a Curate^ 
and goHimfelfto Admonifh Princes, 
and Noblemen in the Courts of Princes, 
(which, I doubt, would be found to 
be a Piece of Knight Errantry at laft, 
if really intended) yet, This would 
be wholly Unneceffary^ if not the very 
Way to Avoid Doing That, which, 
of all Things, he pretends to be De^ 
E q a • Jtroui 
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Jirous to do. For (the King except- 
ed) all the Princes and Noblemen in 
the Kingdom are Part/hioners to fome 
Parifli or Other; and do generally 
Rejide a good P^rt of the Year at their 
Country Seats.^ within the Parifhes 
they refpedtively belong to. And 
here, if Admonition be Intended, the 
Learned and Prudent Clergy will 
have the Opportunities they feem to 
Covet. For, Here, the great Men 
are retir'd from the Hurry and Di- 
ftradion of Public Bufinefs ; and are 
more at Leifure to confider their 
Mortality, and what relates to their 
Future State. Here> they have Room 
to review what hath been Irregular 
in their Moral Condud", the Mifap- 
plication of their Wealth, or the Abufe 
of their Power, or the Canity of their 
Purfuits ; and are better 'Prepard to 
Liften to the Difcourfe that is cor- 
redivc of Thefe Errors, Here, they 

generally 
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generally come to Church, and mak6 
the Duties of Admonition, Inftruc- 
tion, and Advice very PraSiicable to 
the Parifh Prieft. There is no longer 
any Occafion for Him to go to Them, 
who will come to Him, and v/ill 
Delight to do fo, if he Be really what 
he Conceives himfelf to be. Fit to Ad- 
monifli Princes, and Noblemen in the 
Courts of Princes. Or, if he think 
what is deliver'd in Sermons to Reli- 
gious Aflemblies, will not by Parti- 
culars be fo well apply'd to Them- 
felves, as what may be offered to their 
Confideration in Private Conference, 
Here, the Accefs to them will be al- 
ways Eafy. It will be almoft a Rude- 
nefs in him Not to Vift them fre- 
quently. His Decent, Open, and Gen- 
tleman-like Behaviour will Invite Con- 
defcenfions to Revijjt. The Inter- 
eourfe, by Degrees, will become Free, 
and without Referve. Their Opinions 
E e 3 will 
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^1, in fome refpeds, be the Same^ 
in Others, Different, If Different, in 
Matters of Little Importance, ; Supe- 
riors have a Right to great Deference. 
If, in Matters of Religion, Thefe arc 
to be Defended in the beft Manner. 
They will be lb by Learning rightly 
apply 'd, and by Reafoning clear and 
conclufive. He will, here, consider 
himfelf, what he will be Look'd upon 
by Others, as in his Proper Station; 
and ading agreeably to his proper 
CharaSier ; and as having a Confci- 
cntious Regard to the Duties of his 
Profeflion, Virtutis vera Cufios rigi- 
dufqne Satelles ; as One, no more to 
be jiwd by Superiority of Condition 
into Weak Defences, or Concealments 
of hi? Strength, which may be exerted 
with great Modefty, and not the lefs 
Force, than the Lanvyer or the Pby- 
jician into Tkafingy rather than into 
Saf^ Ppinio|i3 and Prefcriptions, hurt- 
ful 
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ful at once to the Confukor's Efiate^ 
or Health.^ and to their Own Credit. 
If, in the Converfations he ihall be 
permitted to have with his Noble Pa^ 
fifliioners, he will only be V/^tchful 
of Opportunities to Say and Do what 
he fhall think will he mofl: Likely to 
induce a Regard to the Belief and 
Pradice of the Dodrines and Precepts 
of Chriftianity; neither Compliment- 
ing them with the Piety and Virtue 
they have not, nor Complying with 
them in what he Confcientioully dii»- 
approves ; all is done that he could 
have done in the Courts of Princes 
And Noblemen ; and more, in Pro- 
portion as the Opportunities are bet- 
ter, and more frequent. Or, if he 
cannot be Satisfied, unlefs Courtiers 
m. general^ who are not his Parifhion- 
ers, know What he hath to fay to 
them by way of Admonition^ it may 
be imparted to them by Books Learn- 
E e 4 edly 
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edly written in his Retirement, and 
Publifh'd; which, having been well 
confider'd, well digcfted, and properly 
exprefs'd, will be taken altogether as 
kindly, and, I dare fay, do them full 
as much Good, as if it had been 
Communicated to them viva voce: 
Befides, What is Written is perma- 
nent, whilft What is Spoken is often 
forgotten ; and a Book may be Read 
^t Leifure by Thofe, who will not 
always be at Leifure to Hear what 
Good Men have to Say. 

If, by " Courts of Princes andNo' 
hletnen^^ the Defender means, as well 
Tie Courts or Families of Noblemen^ 
as the Courts of Princes, and Noble- 
men refidingin the Courts of Princes; 
neither then will it appear to be 
** more for the Interefi of the Churchy 
" and of Religion in general^ that 
" Men of Eminent Learning and 
** Prudence fiould attend, as Chap- 

" lains, 
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" lains, in the Courts^ or Families, 
** of Noblemen to Admonijh^ InftruBy 
*' and Achife Tbem^ their Relations 
*' and Dependents^ in Matters of Re- 
" ligionj than that the fame Perfons 
'* Jhould be Obligd to attend Perfon- 
'* ally upon the InJiruBion of Ruf- 
« ticksr 

For, there are as Learned and 
Prudent Men of the Profefllon, who 
have, as yet, No Cure of Souls, as 
Any who Have ; and who would be 
very Willing to Refide, as Chaplains, 
in the Courts, or Families, of Noble- 
men, if they might fuppofe they were 
taken into the faid Families yZ?r their 
Learning and Prudence, and might 
hope to be treated there in a Manner 
agreeable to their Character; and 
who, I dare fay, would be Contented 
with Single Livings of good Value in 
the Patronage of their refpe<9:ive 
Ix)rds, as Thefe Ihould become Va- 
cant. 
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cant. Or, if there were any Donbt 
of the Matter, it might previoufly be 
inquired, Whether they would or no. 
And, in cafe they would not, I am 
confident, there might be found 
Others, as Learned ^d Prudent, that 
would. 

There is no Necejftty^ then, nor 
Propriety^ that Perfons, already Pof^ 
fcfs'd of Benefices with Cure of Souls, 
fhould go, as Chaplains^ into Noble- 
men's Families. Thofe, who have 
Livings already, are Already Chap- 
lains to their refpedtive Parifhioners. 
The already Beneficed are, then^ Im- 
properly admitted into Noblemen's 
Families in This CharaBery and as 
improperly retained there, after they 
fhall have become Benefic'd. After a 
reafonablc Provijiori fliall have been 
made for a Chaplain^ it is time for 
Him to retreat, that ^s reafiniable a 
Provifion may be made for Another^ 

who 
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who fhall Refide, and Officiate, after 
him, in his Lord's Family. 

I conclude, then, that it is more 
for 'the Intereft of the Church and of 
Religion in general, that the Beneficd 
Clergy fhould be oblig'd to attend 
Perfonally to the Inftrudtion of a Few 
or More Rufiich-, as it may happen, 
and to a Few or Moxc Nobility or 
Gentry, as thefe fhall occafionally mix 
with the refl of their Country Con- 
gregations, than that the Same Per- 
fons fhould ^attend in the Courts of 
Princes and Noblemen, to Admonifh, 
Inftrud, and Advife Them, their Re- 
lations and Dependents, in Matters 
of Religion, let their Learning and 
Prudence be as great as They Them- 
felves do Imagine. And This would 
be the Cafe, even if we were to Sup^ 
pofe the Intereft of the Church and 
of Religion in general, were to be 
Eftimated by the Effe£i which the 

Admo- 
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Admonition, Inftrudion, and Advice 
of Prudent and Learned Perfbns 
might have on Princes and Noble- 
men, or their Relations and Depen- 
dents. 

But Why This unfeemly Prefer- 
ence of Perfbns, between whom, in 
the Prefent Cafe, it is certain there is 
no Inequality, I beg leave to Inquire 
into their refpedive Prctenfions to the 
Care of the Learned and Prudent 
Benefic'd Clergy. 

Pray, What are Ruftkhf Why, 
They are a plain Sort of People, whofe 
Lot it is to Live in the Country. 
Their Imployment of general Ufe to 
Mankind. The Neceffaries and the 
Comforts of Life are owing to them. 
By their Induftry and Ingenuity even 
Princes, and Noblemen in the Courts 
of Princes, are Fed and Cloath'd. 
For Religion ; in the general, they 
acknowledge an Over-ruling Provi- 

dence> 
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dence, and Submit, and are Thank- 
ful, as they See Occafion. They be- 
lieve alfb the RefurreSiim of the Deady 
and that they Jball all appear heforz 
the judgment Seat of Chrifiy and re- 
ceive the Things done in the Body, ac- 
cording to what they have done^ whether 
it he goody or bad. In Particulars, there 
is enough that is Naughty, Hurtful to 
Themfelves, and Injurious to Society. 

And pray, What are PrinceSy and 
Noblemen in the Courts of Princes ? 
Why, They are a polite Sort of Peo- 
ple, whofe Fortune it is to Live at 
Court. Their Imployment, in the 
Nature of it, of the greatefl Dignity^ 
.of the highefl Importance \ no Icfi 
than the Superintendance of the Peace 
and Happinefs of the Kingdom, For 
thefe Purpofes, the Prince is Intrufted 
with the Execution of the Law, the 
great Security of the Liberties and 
Properties ' of his Subjeds. And if, 

a 
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at any time, he attempt by Force^ or, 
which is the fame Thing, by Colour 
of Law, to extend his Power beyond 
the Limits of it appointed by Law, 
NoUemen in the Courts of Princes arc 
to fay Nay. For their ReHgicm; That 
is to be known by its Fruits, like the 
Religion of all Other People. As 
much as there is of a Life and G)n- 
verfation there agreeable to the Pre- 
cepts di Religion, fo much there is 
of Religion. There arc Religious 
Perfons at Courts as well as in Other 
Places. 

Now, letting afide the Abfolute 
Obligation that the Clergy, Benefic'd 
in the Country, are under, to Reiide 
Perfonally upon their refpedive Cures, 
and to take care of the Salvation of 
the Souls of their Own People ; and, 
fuppofing them perfedily at Liberty to 
inftrud: either Rujiicks, or Courtiers^ 
as they fhould. like beft, I inquire, 

which 
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which would be moft for the Intereft 
of the Church, and of ReHgion in ge- 
neral, their taking Care of the One^ 
or the Other,. 

I. Princes, and Noblemen in the 
Courts of Princes, have had a Liberal 
Educaiion^ and are fuppos'd to know 
their Duty to God, to their Neigh- 
bour, and to Themfelves already; 
and certainly do fo, if their Inftruft- 
ors, in their early Years, have not 
been Deficient in the Care of them^ 
or Themfelves have nbt Neglcded 
their Opportunities: Whereas Rufiich, 
generally Ipeaking, not having had 
This Advantage, or not to the fame 
De^ee the Others have, there is the 
greater Need the Want of it fhould 
be fupplied by Learned and Prudent 
Teachers, who, in Catechetical In- 
ftruftions. Plain Sermons, and Tri- 
vote Converfations, may open and 

inforce 
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inforce thofe Duties which the Others 
are fuppofed to know ab-eady. 

But, 2. If Princes, or Noblemen 
in the Courts of Princes, may, fome 
of them, at leaft, in fome refpeds, 
want to Know their Duty, yet, iTxj 
can all of them Read very well. And, 
having been converfant in the Latitiy 
and, probably, in the French Lan- 
guage, are not at all ataftand, for 
the Meaning of innumerable Words 
derived from thence. . And, having 
frequent Opportunities of polite and 
ingenious Converfation, they grow to 
be very Judicious concerning what 
pafles in DiJcQurfe^ and their good 
Judgment goes along with them in 
what they can find Time to Read, 
And, if they doubt of any Matter of 
Duty, and are Defirous to be In- 
form'd, H^ey can eafily come at the 
Booh that Treat of it, and attain to 

the 
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die Knowledge of it in a great Mea- 
fure of thcmfelves : Whereas Rujiicks 
cannot, many of them, fo fnuch as 
Read', And Thofe who can, for want 
of a Scholaftic Education, are not 
Acquainted with many of the Terms 
in which Knowledge is intended, to 
be ConveyM; nor, if they were, could 
Theyy generally, go to the Expence of 
{vLchBooh as fliould be recommended 
to their Perufal ; nor would it be 
Safe to Liften to Every Recommend- 
ation of this Kind : For, in Different 
Readers there are Diverfities of Opi- 
nions ; and the poor Man, who is 
in Purfuit of Salutary Knowledge, 
may be bewilder d inftead of being 
rightly conduced. See, then, the Ne- 
ceflity of a conftantly Refident Pa- 
riOiPrieft, both Learned and Prudent, 
in whofe Manners and Deportment 
his moft illiterate Parifhioners may 
Readi every Day of their Ores, fine^ 
F f Leflbns 
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Leflbns of Juftice, and Temperance, 
and Patience ; of Compaflion, and 
Tendernefs, and Diligence to do all 
good Offices, to their great Comfort 
and Improviement ; and Who, to 
Thofe who. have good Boohy and 
Leifure to read them, may Explain 
what is difficult in the Expreffion by 
eafier Language; and Lend them 
fuch Books as, he thinks, will be ufe- 
fill Guides to them in their Way to 
everlafting Happinefs ; or Give them 
Such as are often written for this 
Purpofe ; and Difcourage them from 
Reading others that will be Unpro- 
fitable. 

But, 3. Allowing that Princes, and 
Noblemea in the Courts of Princes, 
may Want the Aid of Learned and 
Prudent Men in Particular Cafes, 
where, what is to be done with a 
Safe Confcience, becomes a Thing 
intricate and perplex'd, and requires 

Learning 
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Learning and Judgment to difintan- 
gle and unfold it ; yet, there is no 
Need the Benefic'd Clergy in the 
Country fhould Leave their Cures to 
Curates^ that they may go Themfehes 
tp fet Courtiers right in thefe doubt- 
ful Cafes. For, there are the Court 
Chaplains (who are^ or ought to be, 
for Parts and Learning, the very 
Flower of the Two Univerfities) re- 
fiding with them, in their Turns, for 
this Purpofe. There are alfo the 
London Clergy, in all Ages a Learned 
Body of Divines, of great Abilities^ 
and much ^raSiisd in Difficulties of 
this Nature, and at the i)wr of Cour- 
tiers, and often «)f their Acquaintance^ 
who may Inftrud and Advife Them, 
their Relations, and Dependents, 
without any Negle^: of their Proper 
Bufinefs. There are alfo the Bijkops, 
who commonly Live in Town for 
Ae greateft Part of the Time that 
F f 3 Princes 
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Princes and Courtiers do ; and whom, 
by reafon of the Dignity of their Sta- 
tion, it is not beneath the greateft 
Courtier or Prince to confult in a 
Matter of Confcience ; and amongft 
whom there are Men of fo great 
Knowledge and Judgment in Matters 
of this Kind, that, in Thefe, it cannot 
be unbecoming the Wifeft Men Liv- 
ing to Confider, and Regard their 
Opinions. What occafion, then, can 
there be for any Clergyman to defert 
his Cure in the Country, that he may 
go to Admonifli Princes, and Noble- 
men in the Courts of Princes ? 'They 
have there already Mofes and the 
^ropbetSt let them hear T*hem. If 
they 'mill not Hear Mofes and the Pro^ 
f>hetSy neither will they be Perfuaded 
by Any Benefic'd Clergyman in the 
Country, who fhall com e on purpofe 
to Admonifh them. 

Again ; towards Improvement in 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian Knowledge a Difpofition to 
Leam is the chief Thing requifite, as 
being what implies Attention to the 
Inftrudion given,a/?m^w of it after- 
wards in Retirement, and a further 
Inquiry with refpedt to any Part of 
it that is not perfedly underftood, or 
feems not reconcileable with certain 
Notions hitherto look'd upon as in- 
dilputably True. It is not pretended, 
fure, that this Teachable Difpofition 
abounds in Courtiers^ and is deficient 
in Rufticks f Rather fiiould I fuppofe 
it to be more in Rufticks, who can 
neither have that Opinion of their 
Learning, nor that Conceit of their 
Parts, as to think they have Vio Need 
of Inftrudion; which was the Cafe, 
at the firft Preaching of the Golpel, 
when Not mmy Wife Men after the 
Flepy not Many Mighty^ not many 
Nobky were calfd : Let Them there- 
fore receive it^ who Can receive it. 
F f 3 Still, 
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Still, it is pretended, that Princes, 
^vANoblemm in the Courts of Princes, 
preferably to all Others^ are to be at- 
tended by Clergymen Eminent for 
their Learning and Prudence, that a 
Regard to Religion wrought in Them, 
may influence their Inferiors to the 
Lih Regard. I readily acknowledge, 
that a Regard to Religion wrought 
in Them, is very Likely to have This, 
Influence. And Advife by all means 
that it Be wrought in *Them by Thofe 
who are Appointed to attend them 
for this Purpofe; whofe Proper Sta- 
tion gives them, at once, Authority 
and Opportunity; and whofe greater 
Figure adds a Weight to all they are 
Able, or fliall think Fit to fay upon 
this Subjed. But, allowing it to be 
truey that a Regard to Religion in 
Great Men will influence their Infe- 
riors totheZ/Zi^ Regard ; yet, if it be 
j^s true, that 2^ Dif regard to Religion 

in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Pluralities Indefenfible, 439 

in Great Men, will have as great, or, 
fince it falls in with the Corrupt In- 
clinations of Man, a much greater 
Influence upon their Inferiors to the 
Like Difregard, it is but reafonable 
the Benefic'd Clergy (hould be Refl- 
dent upon their Proper Cures, the 
more efFedually to preferve their re- 
ipedive Flocks from the Contagion 
of the; ill Example of their Superiors. 
So much they will have the Satisfac- 
tion to think they are doing for 
Princes and Noblemen, tho' not at 
Courts that the Difregard to Religion, 
which they have not the Opportunity 
to remove, or abate in Courtiers^ fhall 
be as little hurtful to the Ruftich 
under their immediate Care, as is 
poflible. 

If 7^/V Pretence be not Sufficient 
to warrant the Attendance of the Be- 
nefic'd Clergy at Court, there can 
be no Other. For, take Princes^ and 
. , F f 4 Noble- 
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Noblemen in the Courts of Princes, 
out of their Stations^ and They alfo 
are no better than Rujiicks, What- 
ever may be the DiiFcrence of -their 
Stations^ there is None of tlieir Per- 
fons. Princes and Noblemen have 
been forward enough, indeed, to 
claim a Superiority of regard to their 
^erfons hy Birth ; but there is nothing 
in it. Their Way of Entring into 
Life is juft in the fame Manner, and, 
having done the Good or the 111 they 
had in their Hearts to do, for a few- 
Years, their Going Out of it is the 
Same. The Like Superiority they 
have been apt to Arrogate to Them- 
felves, for the Honour by which their 
^erfons are diftinguifh'd ; but there 
is nothing in That neither. For, no 
body wants to be inform'd, that a 
jTitle is One Thing, and Honour An- 
other. And, tho' thefc may confift, 
yet that the Courtier, and the Ruftick 

often 
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often fhare l^hefe between them. 
Terfonality is nothing elfe hntdi Body 
and a Soul united. They are put 
togethCT to fee how the Perfon thus 
conftituted will Behave. As is his 
Behaviour, Such is die Regard that is 
due to him. And as God is no Re- 
fpedler of Perfom in the Matter of 
Salvatioriy fo neither ought his Af/- 
niflers. With reipe<5l to the Body^ the 
Rufiick is as tall, and as ftrait, and 
as ftrong, and as fwift, and as healthy, 
and as handfome, as a "Prince or a 
Nobleman. And the Rufiick is equal- 
ly Interefted with the Prince or the 
Nobleman, that the Health and 
Strength of his Body be preferv'd by 
the Preacher's Admonitions and Ex- 
hortations to Temperance and Cha- 
ftity ; and the Publick is as much or 
more So, whether the Strength and 
Health of Rufiicks be imploy'd in 
TFar abroad, or Indufiry at home. 

That 

4 
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That the Body of the One is to be 
depofited in Harry the VIFs Chapel, 
and of the Other in his Own Slovenly 
Parifh Church- yard, makes no DiiFer-* 
cnce. And what fhall become of the 
Soul after This, is as much the Con- 
cern of the Ruftick as of ^cCourtier. 
The Soul of the Ruftick is as Precious 
to Hiffty as That of the Prince to 
Him. The Ruftick^ then, muft, na- 
turally, be as SoUicitous for its eternal 
Welfare ; and as Defirous to know 
what He muft do to Secure, and 
what he muft avoid doing left he 
Hazard, its everlafting Happinefs ; 
and cannot, vdthout monftrous In- 
juftice^ and even Cruelty, be defraud- 
ed of 'Il}at Care of it that is due to 
it, for the fake of any Prince*^ Soul 
in the Univerfe. And, tho* it be 
confefs'd, That the ^ublick is greatly 
Interefted that Princes and Noblemen 
be/?^%/mPeffons, that Others may 

be 
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be excited by their Example to an 
Imitation of their Virtues ; yet, after 
they are gone from hence, the Publick 
is no more concern'd What is the 
State of the Prince s Soul, than of the 
RufticJC&i in the Other Life. 

If, then, it appear, that the Bene- 
ficed Clergy in the Country (fuppofing 
them perfectly at Liberty to take care 
of Rufiich or Courtiers in Spiritual 
Matters, as they fhould Like beft,) 
would more truly con(ult the Intereft 
of the Churchy and of Religion in ge- 
neral, if they fhould rather attend 
upon their relpedive Rujiick Congre- 
gations, What fhall we fay, if it be 
Certain^ that they are Not at Liberty 
to make This Choice, but are under 
the Strideft ObUgations of Honour 
and Confcience to Perfonal Refidence 
upon their Several Cures ; and to per- 
mit the Fruits of their Learning, 
Parts, and Prudence, to be quietly 

Injoyd 
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Injoyd by Thofe, from whom, as hath 
already been noted, they cannot be 
jilienated y/i^oxit Fraud. For, tho* 
the Property of Thefe Indowments 
be ftill in the Parochial Prieft, yet, 
the Ufe and Profit of them is in the 
Parifhioners ; a Valuable Confidera- 
tion having been Accepted by the 
Proprietary, to let the Produce of 
them redound to the Benefit of the 
UfufruBuaries ; and the Eftate the 
UfufruSiuaries have in the Proprie* 
tarys Knowledge, Ingenuity, and 
Difcretion, cannot in Equity beTranf- 
ferr*d even to a Prince, to the Dimi- 
nution of their 'Profit y any more than 
any Other Eftate in like Circum- 
fiances. 

But, by the Defender's calling 
them " « Few Rufiicks" and faying, 
" They may Learn as much as they 
" are Capable of from the Meanest 
" Curate^^ the Proprietary is led to 

believe 

I 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Pluralities Indefenftble. 445 

believe That he gives them an Equi- 
valent in a Subftitute : Which, very 
likely, is not True ; and, if it be, is 
nothing to the Purpofcy if They don't 
think fo. But, vfho can tell What 
they are Capable of, till he hath Tried ? 
That many of them are Ignorant of 
Religious Matters, is a Proof of no- 
thing fb much as that they have been 
NegleSied. There may be Deficienr 
cies of Intelled in Particular Ruf- 
ticks; and fo there may in 'Parti- 
cular Courtiers. But, in the general, 
they don't v^ant Underftanding ; and, 
in what they Profefs, have great In- 
genuity. Where there is not a De- 
fed in Nature, all Matters Moral 
and Religious, neceflary to Man's 
Temporal and Eternal Welfare, are 
within the Capacity of Rufticks. In 
Other Arts, a Genius may be requi- 
fite. In Religion and Morality, a 
Defire to Learn^ not oftener found 
7 in 
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in the Courts of Princes and Noble- 
men, than in the Cottages of Ruf- 
ticks, is Qualification Sufficient What 
is fijrther requifite to their Improve- 
ment in Religious and Moral Know- 
ledge is Capacity in their Minifter to 
Hack. Now, contrary to "what the 
Defender hath aflerted, I have fome 
Notion of a Curate fo Mean, as that 
1^ may not Himfelf have all that 
Knowledge to Impart y which They 
could Learn ; Or, that He may not 
have Skill to explain the Several Du- 
ties to be taught them, attended, as 
they may be, with great Variety of 
CircUmftances, in fo clear a Manner, 
as 'that They (hall perfedly Under- 
fland him; Or, that He may not 
have Eloquence enough to Invite them 
to the Performance of Thefe Duties, 
by (hewing the fame to be reafona- 
ble, and amiable, and beneficial ; 
Or, that he may not always be pre- 

par'd 
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par'd even to R^ad the Compositions 
of Abler Divines in fuch a Manner, 
as that they can be, in the leaft. 
Edified thereby; Or, that He may 
render the moft Improving Sermons 
of his Own or Other's Compofing 
Infignificant by Levities, Indifcretions, 
Immoralities. 

I do not Deny, but that there are 
Curates of Good Parts, Good Learn- 
ing, and Exemplary Behaviour. But 
yet, I think, with the Framer of the 
A6t of Parliament * prepar'd to have 
been offer'd to theConfideration of the 
Legislature in 1 681, and fupprefs'd, as 
it is fuppos*d, by a Roman Catholick 
Influence, " T%at the Perfons caltd 
" Curates depending on Pluralifts and 
" Non-refidentSy and by *Tbem firfi 
" brought into the Churchy are^ in the 
" main, a Sort of weak and mean [ 
** Clergymen \ and that many Scan- . 

* See Appendix, N* i. 
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" dais have hereby artfen^ and SeEti 
*' and Schifms been multiplied^ arid 
*' Separation from the Church ofEng- 
" land increasdy and Differences 
*' and Breaches amongfi Proteftants 
** widen d.^* - ■ 

But^ Why will the Defender In- 
ftrud the Beneficiary to Defpife his 
poor Flock in fo Infolent and Irreli- 
^ous a Manner ? Rujlicks! Did our 
Saviour refufe to Gjnverfe with jR/^ 
ticks f Had He any refpedt to' the 
Gold Ringy or the Goodly Apparel f 
Did He not make it a Part of the 
Proof of his Mifion^ that the Poor 
had the Gofpel Preach'd unto them? 
A Few Rufticks ! If the Beneficiary 
would Vouchfafe to Learn What was 
the Number of his Parifliioners, he 
would rarely find they were a Few, 
It would often appear, that they ex- 
ceeded the Number of the Princes 
and Noblemen he wis fo Impatient 

to 
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to attend. And is not the Salvation 
of Souls the Only Bufinefs of his 
OfHcc ? Andi of tVhut Souls prefera- 
bly, but of Thofe who are committed 
to his Care ^ Rufticks afe the Bulk 
of Mankindi If Om Beneficiary may 
Negk<ft them, h^ reafoti of his Learn- 
ing and Prudence Sufficient to In- 
ftru£t Princes and Noblemen, fo 
niay Others^ who can fancy that T!hey 
alio have Sufficient Learning and 
Prudence for this Purpofe. And can 
it be for the Intereft of Rdigion, that 
the Bulk of Mankind fhould be in 
Danger of becoming Heathens^ that a' 
Fffw Princes and Noblemen fhould be 
'Admbnifh'd to be Cbrifiiansf And 
who, being already Provided with 
Store of Other, Ptoper Monitors, have 
no' Occafion for '^eir Admoni- 
tioiis? 

Shall 1 fay what I think? It is my 
rc4t dpiriiort,l'hat thfe Inteiefls of the 
Church, atid of Religion in general, 
G g Suffer- 
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Suffer very much by the Attendance 
of theBenefic'd Clergy in Other Places, 
than upon their Proper Cures, and, 
more a great deal, by their Attendance 
in the C(9//r/j of Princes and Noblemen, 
than in Any 0//&^r Place. The Pretence 
is, the Advancement oi Religion. The 
Fadl is, to Negotiate and SolHcil 
Own Advancement. Nothing ia muic 
Unbecoming the Religious Charader, 
than to Pretend that to be which Is 
r^ot. Nor can any thing be Unbecom- 
ing in a Clergyman, which will hdt 
be a Hurt to Religion. For any Man 
Terfonally to Sollicite that the Re- 
wards of great Learning ajid Goodnefs 
may be conferred upon /f/^, is Void o£ 
Modefly. For, it is to f^y of Hiqii^l|^^ 
that he is very Learned and very Gp^Offi 
Which whoever can {bj o£ Hinife^f is 
ccvtSLinly not very Goody nor will th^' 
faying it be any Evidence that He is 
very Learned. The Attdndcrs in the 
Courts of Princes make Speeches for 
great Men, which they never deliver'd. 
They make them fay, ** What is not 
" worth ^Jking is not M^orth Having^ 

And 
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And affirm, that " Great Men want td 
" he Aflidy But no Great Men, that 
areGo<?fl?Men, want to be AJkd. Thofe 
ox\yWant This, who, not enough Sol- 
licitous that the Vacant Office be fiU'd 
worthily, think only, if they oblige a 
Clergyman in what He Afks, they are 
Intitul'd to an Equivalent from Him, 
in what Tley fhall Afk: Which, yet, 
can then only be right, when, what 
Jley fhall Afk, As an Equivalent, is 
right. Thofe who want to Sell^ want 
to be AJlid^ as all other M;?ri^/ People 
do. But Thofe who have any thing to 
Give to Learned and Good Men, are 
afraid of nothing fb much as to be 
AJlid* They would be at Liberty to 
Give to whom they Approvd for theif 
Learning andGoodnefs, without mak- 
ing any Other Perfon, to whom they 
did Not give, either Sorry, or Angry. 
I would have All Clergymen think, 
what all Good Clergymen /)<? think, 
That nothing is worth Ajking or Hav^ 
ingy that fhdl lay an Obligation upon 
them to any thing more, than the £)«- 
ties of their Office, and fuch Acknow- 
'--■> Gg2 ledgments 
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ledzfnents as are confident with their 
Pro^^/* Charader. And if the Patfon 
Wanting to be K^AyMeans no more, 
nor ExpeSis more, it is certain, Hq 
would have better Pleas'd the Receiver j 
and have laid a greater Obligationupon 
him to do liefe Duties^ and to mtake 
Such Arcknowledgments, if he fhould 
have Given Without Afking. PerfifnU 
Sollicit^tion^ of the Rewards of Gl^^ 
cal Indowments are Void z^ocS Mag- 
nanimity, without which no. Man i& 
Fit to be a Clergyman,, or can be o£ 
any ReOil life in the Minifterial Office. 
Magnammity is never Surf r is' eimto^at. 
Admiration of Riches, or Honours, oT; 
Qther Temporal Emolument ; nor is 
ever Scar 4 with the Apprehenfipn ofi 
Obfcurity or Infelicity in the Want ofi 
them : Aiid, So, eafily for^oe& what; 
is found to be an Infuperabh Tempt^ 
2iXxovit<i Meaner yien* Magnanimiiy. 
is pleas'd'- with Defirving Siefe Rcr- 
wards j; aB4 well eno^gh pleas'^ vfichf 
the A:f^j^ of th^En too, if they , Ap- 
cede .as 7^/^;jf of E)^ert. Terfykgi^d?- • 
licitatioi^ ate not Qi^lYrCope-eite^i^T^ 

C dications 
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•diGations of a Man*s 'Own Wortkinds, 
evo: t<!)befufpe<ft€d, but Forward De- 
tJiarations of his Qhfequioufnefs too ; 
'and would generally fail of Succefs, 
tf tJiey wiere not fo Uftderftood. For 
<dhe Seeking Clergy have been theCor- 
'TuptOrs of Many Patrons. They would 
•not givfe thcmi?oww to deliberate, Who 
WAS Fitteft to be chofen. They have 
Interrupted ximitm in their Thoughtful- 
fteis about This Matter. They havfc 
drawn ofF their Attention to Men's 
Ec^hjiafikal Merits and have Inter- 
pos'd, and Obtruded their Own Offici- 
tfufnefs inftead of it. They have mag- 
nified their Own Value unduly, and, 
as unduly depreciated '^at of more 
Modeft, and more Able Men. They 
have teiz'd Patrons not only with Im- 
portunities from Thcmfclves, but with 
Uneafy Applications from Others alfo 
m their Favour. So great a Demand 
for what Patrons had tobeftow freely, 
taught Such of them as lean'd to pri- 
vate Intereft, that there was Another 
'Price for Ecclefiaftical Preferments, 
^2iViJVill z.ndi Ability to difchargc the 
G g 3 Duties 
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Duties thereto belonging in the beft 
manner. They perceiv'd that the«S<?5;&- 
ing Clergy, who were difpos'd to be- 
come Fluralijis and Comtnendamijlsy 
the' they could not poffibly haveT/^ 
Price to give, but in part, were as 
prefllng for Accumulations of Benefices 
and Dignities, as Covetous and Afpir- 
ing Laymen for the Increafe of their 
Temporal Wealth and Grandeur ; 
which aflur'd them, they had not the 
Virtues which conftitute the Sacred 
Charadle'r, and that they would Give 
Aiiother Price, whenever Another 
would be Accepted, The Certainty of 
This became a Temptation to many 
Great Men to gratify them in their 
Purfuits, fince, if, at any time, they 
(hould want their Afliftance to the Ac- 
complifhment of their Own Schemes, 
they reckon'd they might be Sure of 
Thefe Men, who had given the great- 
eft Teftimony they could, that they 
fhould have No Scruples. Whereas, if 
they could haveConquer'd their Own 
Appetites, and not Suffer'd Avarice 
and Ambition (which can have no 

Place 
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Place in the Hearts of Chriftian Men) 
to have made them as Unftcady as 
the Wind, noAppHcations of Tliis Sort 
would ever have been made to them. 
When once it was believ'd, that they 
aded fteadily and uniformly upon Prin- 
ciples of Honour and Confcience, no 
One could be fo Imprudent, or would 
be fo Affi-onting, as to defire they 
would do any thing which could not 
be Juftified upon thofe Principles. 
Conftancy toThefe is the only way to 
preferve Religion in Ourfelves, and in 
Others an Opinion that we regard Re- 
ligion. And I could heartily wifh, for 
theEafe of Religious Courtiers, and for 
the Intereft of the Church, and of Re- 
ligion in general, that no OtherCler- 
gymen might be Seen in the Courts 
of Princes and Noblemen, than Thoic 
whole Froper StationSy or Proper Ciji/Zf, 
made their Attendance there their 
Duty. A Self-feehing Clergy are at no 
time Proper Inftruments for the Pro- 
moting of a Self-denying Religion. 



FINIS, 
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N« I. 

An ACT agatnft Pluralities 
and Non-residence. 

WHEREAS it is evident from Scrip- 
ture and Ecclefiaftical Hiftorjr, that, 
during the firft and beft State of the Chriftian 
Church, when the Bifhop and his College of 
Pfjcsbyters took the Care of the Diocefan 
Church in common, there was no Place for 
Pluralities and Non-refidence j and, where- 
as, it was for fomejong time after the Divi- 
fion of the Diocefan Church into diftind: 
Cpres, 'ere that Incumbents on Benefices be- 
came Pluraliils, or ordinarily Non-refidcnt ; 
and, whereas alfo, upon the Mifcarriages of 
Clergymen in that Kind, there were many 
Canons and Conftitutions, under the moft 
fevere Ecclefiaftical San6lions and Cenfures, 
madeagainft them both by General, National, 
. and Provincial Councils, and particularly in 
this Kingdom j yet, it appeareth alfo, that, 
8S the Pope of Borne s Ufurpation over the 
1 Churches 
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Churches of Chrift increased, fo Thcfe and 
^veral Other Mifchiefs followed the fame ; 
Popes for their own Gain, and to Advance 
their own Favourites, and to incourage Sub- 
jcfls even againH: their Own Kings and 
Princes, granting out Difpenfations for Plu- 
jralities and Non-refidcnce, to the great Scan- 
dal of Chrlftianity, and Perdition of poor 
Souls left thereby as Sheep without Shep- 
herds 5 arid, whereas Kii\g Henry the Eighth, 
upon his Ejeftion of the Pope's Supremacy, 
and Re-afluming of the juft Rights of the' 
Crown, did, by Confent of his Parliament, 
make fuch Provifion againft Pluralities and 
Non-refidence as the Times would then bear, 
but very fhort of what the mifchievous Ef- 
fcdts thereof did require, ftill allowing Plu- 
ralities and Non-refidence to Some Perfons, 
under certain Conditions, and Dependencies 
upon the King's Majefty, his Royal Rela- 
tions, and the Nobility, and Other Perfons 
of this Realm, as by the A6ts in His Time 
made doth appear ; and, whereas the Con- 
ceflion by the faid Acfts made hath been much 
Abus'd ; and the Service of God, and Other 
Minifterial Duties thereby much Negledted; 
and Simoniacal Contracts niultiplied ; and 
Piety and Learning difcourag'd, (whilft fomc 
One hath ingrofs'd the Benefices or Dignities 
that might have ferv'd for the Maintenance 
oiThree or More Learned and Laborious Per- 
fons ;) and a Sort of weak and mean Clergy- 
men call'd Curates, depending on Pluralius 

and 
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and Non-rcfidcnts, broilght into the Church, 
and many Scandals have hereby alfo arifcnj 
and Sedis and Schifms been multiplied ; and 
Separation from the Church of jE/jg-Z^Win- 
creas'd j and Differences and Breaches amongft 
Proteftants widened : For Remedy herein, Be 
it enafted by the King's moft excellent Ma- 
jefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Com- 
mons in Parliament afTembled, and by Au- 
thority of the fame. That the aforefaid Sta- 
tutes of Henry the Eighth, and all Other Sta- 
tutes whatfoever, allowing Pluralities and 
,Non-refidence, be for fo much Repeal'd, and 
are for fo much hereby Repeald ; And that, 
from and after tlie firft Day of May^ in the 
Year of our Lord 1 68 1, no Ecclefiaftical Per- 
fon (hall continue PoflcCs'd of Two Benefices 
with Cure of Souls * ; and that every Such 
Perfon, having at prefcnt, or that (hall have, 
on the faid firft Day of May^ more Such Be- 
nefices than Oney fhall, before the firft Day of 
yune in the faid Year 1681, declare, under 
his Hand and Seal, before the Lord Bifhop of 
the Diocefe wherein any of his Benefices are 
feated, What Single Benefice he will retain ; 
and ftiall, in due Form of Law, Refign all 
Other his Benefices into the Hands of the Lord 



♦ The Author of Plur. Indtf. differs not in Opinion with 
Bifhop Baricnv, who thinks This Claufe of the Ad (hoold be 
Omitted ; and hopes alfo, what he hath faid in ^. 1 1 8, 209* 
Z 1 2, and 21 3, is Sufficient to remove his Lordihip^s Objeftioa 
with rcfpeft to Small Livings. 



Bifhop 
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Biflvap of the Itioccfc, refpe(ftiv6ly w^bcrc 
They^ or Any of tiiem, are feated, who is 
;bcieby oblig'd to give aaotice <to the iPat>ron ^r 
Patrons of the Vacancy of Sudi Benefice or 
jBonefices; that fo the faid Papons naay, in 
due tin:ie, Advocaie and Prefent fome Other 
jdaly QjjaKficd Clerk or Clerks to *be Bene- 
iicc or Benefices fo rcKnquifh'd. And be it 
further Enadted, lUiat if any Pkirahft fball 
4iQt io refign all his Benefices with Cure of 
5ottlB, fave One,foy the j(aid firft of^4^» next, 
ihcn fuch Pluralifl: fliall forfeit his Right to 
all and fingular the Benefices and Bcdefia*- 
iHcal Preferments that he is PoffefsM of ; 
aad the refpedivc Patrons ftull be, and arc 
hereby, impower'd to Prefent to every One 
of them,, as if the Incumbent or Incumbents 
were naturally dead. Be it alfo further En- 
ft6tcd by the Authority aforcfaid, That no 
Perfon poflcfs'd of any Ecdefiaftical Benefice 
with Cure of Souls, (hall have Liberty, by any 
Indulgence or Faculty, to Live othcr-wher« 
(as hk conftant Aboxfc) than in the Parfonage 
or Vicaridge Houfe or his Benefice (if there 
be Any) under Pain of forfeiting his faid Be- 
nefice for Non-refidency ; and the Patrons 
refpcftively are hereby impower'd to Prefent 
to the faid Benefices, as if the Incumbents 
were naturally dead. Be it alfoEnaded, That 
no Perfon having a Benefice with Cure of 
Souls, fhall be allow'd to be Abfent from 
his Cure above Twelve Sundays in the Year, 
under Pain of forfeiting for every Day in the 

Year, 
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Vear^ wheieia' he iff fo Abfent from his Cure; 
above the- Twelve Sundays hereby itidulg'd, 
Twenty Shillings to- the Ufe of the Pooi^ of 
the faid'Parifti^ to be levied^by Diftnefs^by this 
Churcfawarcfcas, who are hereby impower^d 
and requir'd tO)Dfftrain fop the fame accord- 
ing^y, andf to be charg'd dicrewith of tbeic 
Own J if they' neglect their Duty herein. Pro- 
vided ncverthialefs,, tharhia Majcfty's Chap-' 
lainsinv Ordinary, and all Mafters of College 
or Halls ; in Either of the: Univerfi ties of Om- 
ford znd Gan^ridgfi £hall have Liberty for 
Abfence frox^ their Cures Twenty-fbutiSa^ 
Jays in the; Ye^ir, any thing. in this A^tto the* 
contrary notwhhftanding. Provided alfo^ that 
Such iBen^fices as are annexed by way of Com^ 
pffndim to^iapy Bifliopricfein this>K?ingdom,. 
Olallf fcill 4(Hijtintte So annexj'4 and the Lord: 
Bi{hQp,^J9^ttg the fauaei ihall only be ob* 
lig'd to pwtfinr^ Curate (iiot otherwife Bcqc^^* 
fic'd) toOf^d&le thierein vuith the Allowance.* 
of one fourth Part, at the leaft, of the yearly 
Profits of the faid Benefice to the faid Curate, 
for fupplying and difcharging the faid Cure, 
any thing in this Adt, or otherwife, to the 
contrary not with (landing. Provided Laftly, 
and be it further EnaCtedv by the Authority 
aforefaid, That tho' no Perfon is to Injoy 
more than One Benefice with Cure of Souls, 
©therwife than as aforefaid, yet it (hall and 
may be Lawful for the King's moft excellent 
]VIaje(ly, his Heirs and Succe(rors, and all 
Ojhef |?erfon and Perfons who by Law, be- 
fore 
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fore the pafling this Aft, had Power to Capa- 
citate or Qnalify any Perfon or Perfons to 
hold Two or More Benefices with Cure of 
Souls, to Injoy and Exercife the like Privilege 
and Power in Capacitating and Qualifying 
any worthy Perfon in Holy Orders for the 
holding and injoying One Prebend, Dignity, 
or Other Preferment, together with his faid 
One Benefice with Cure of Souls \ fo as no 
Perfon whatfoever (hall or may hold above 
One Benefice with Cure of Souls, and One 
other Dignity, Preferment or Prebend, any 
thing in thefe Prcferits, or otherwife, to the 
contrary notwithftandirig. And, if any 
Perfon fhall have above Two Dignities, Pre- 
bends, or other Preferments, he (hall Surren- 
der fuch Overplus Dignities, Prebends or 
Preferments, in fuch manner, and at fuch 
timCj'as is herein before dire<fted for Tho(eto 
do, who have more Benefices than One with 
Cure of Souls, under the fame Penalties. 
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N^ II. 

The following Letter written to Dr. Water^ 
landy by the late Earl oi Nottingham, who 
was a Learned, Wife, and Good Man, 
will fhew, that the Author of Plur. Indef. 
is Juflified in what he hath faid againft 
Non-refidence. 

$ I R^ J%20. 17271^ 

I Am very forry that thePcrfon, of whom 
you give fo excellent a Character, (hould 
have any Scruple of giving a Bond for That, 
which the Law without it would Oblige him 
to; for it is only to Refide according to Law, 
and not to accept of any Other Cure of Souls 
without firft Refigning That, which I fhall 
have given him: If I could be convinced, 
that any Part of This were againft good Con- 
fcience (as fome Other Sorts of Bonds moft 
certainly arc), I fhould think Myfclf no lefs 
Criminal in requiring and taking it, than the 
Perfon himfelf would be in giving it And I 
cannot Imagine what Reafons could induce the 
Archbifliop * to declare againft Such Bonds, 
unlefs it be, that This Praftice would abridge 
the Power of granting Difpenfations to the 
Prejudice of his Officers ; or, that a Man is 
bound in Confcience to Accept of a Second 



Archbifhop IFaie, 
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Living whenever it is OfFcr'd to him, which 
no Man will Affirm, c^ be able to Maintain : 
Nor can I comprehend, that it is Lawful in 
Confciencc taPromife, and yet Unlawful to 
Give Bond for it, for Surdy taevery good Man 
his Promife is as Oblimtory in Confcience as 
his Bond ; and thcrewre the giving the One 
or the Other, depends intirely upon the Mat- 
ter of it. 

If I fhould deviate from this Rule which I 
have fet to myfelf, and hitherto pradtis'd, I 
AiaXi not know what to fay to Thofe from 
whdm I have required it, and who have coili- 
ply'd with it, and much Icfs to Thofe whom 
I ftiall hereafter Prefent. For Thcfc may 
jurftly fay, That my A{kijt% a Bond is a Re^ 
proach to Them, by fhewing a Diftruft of 
them, and if they deferv'd it, they would not 
Deferve the Living, nor Ought I to Give it j 
and the Conlequence of making a EHftin6tion 
Now will be, that I can never hereafter affc 
it of jtny Other Perfon, and I muft not expert 
alvt^ays to find fo worthy a Man as you repre-* 
fent this Gentleman to be. I am, 

TMrm<fi faithful bumble Servant^ 

To t^c Reverend 
l>v.Waltrland, NOTTINGHAM. 
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